OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULEMAKING

The Mayor of the District of Columbia, pursuanthe Sign Regulation Authorization
Emergency Amendment Act of 2012 (Act), effectiveydil, 2012 (D.C. Act 19-387; 59
DCR 8491), and any substantially similar succeksgslation; section 1 of An Act To
regulate the erection, hanging, placing, paintéigplay, and maintenance of outdoor
signs and other forms of exterior advertising witthie District of Columbia, effective
July 11, 2012 (D.C. Act 19-387; D.C. Official Co8€d.-303.21), and Mayor’s Order
2011-181, dated October 31, 2011, hereby givasenof the intent to adopt a new title
13 (Sign Regulations) of the District of ColumbiaiMcipal Regulations (DCMR).

The proposed new title would update and consolitteeistrict’s current sign
regulations into a single title, removing the bafkhese provisions from the Building
Code and scattered sections of the DCMR. It welddfy provisions relating to
approval of Special Signs and billboards; amendtiteent rules to respond to issues
raised by the Federal Highway Administration; ceeaw Designated Entertainment
Areas that would be open to the display of newsigtarify the existing regulations as
they relate to signs on public space, private ptgpand specific areas of the District;
establish a means for enforcement; and establimait application fee schedule and a
schedule of fines and infractions.

The Mayor also gives notice of his intent to talkalf rulemaking action to adopt the
proposed new title in not less than forty-five (d@ays after the date of publication of this
notice in theD.C. Register. Section 2(a) of the Act requires the Mayor tbrait the
proposed rules to the Council for a forty-five (4 period of review, excluding
Saturdays, Sundays, legal holidays, and days oh€loecess. The proposed rules shall
not become effective until the rulemaking is appeor deemed approved by the
Council.

A new Title 13 (Sign Regulations) of the District bColumbia Municipal Regulations
is added to read as follows:

Overall, everyone who worked on this draft is tacbenmended, for a generally well done job
of rationalizing, organizing and bringing up to elatiles from disparate sources that were not
always mutually consistent. This was a difficukkand long overdue. Our comments are
interspersed in the text below in red. A substamiumber are merely explanatory observations,
while other raise questions or make recommendafamshanges in the text.
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CHAPTER 1 PURPOSE AND SCOPE
PURPOSE

There is comparable statement of purpose contamix current sign
regulations in Section 3107A of DCMR Title 12.

Signs constitute a separate and distincbiges land upon which they are placed
and affect the use of adjacent streets, sidewati¢ other public and private
places.

Signs are used by individuals and publiagbe, and government organizations
to communicate information to the public. Signs\tal to a healthy business
environment and civic communications. They cantereavibrant sense of place
and foster economic development. However, theguta¢éed construction,
placement, and display of signs constitute a puhlisance detrimental to the
health, safety, convenience, and welfare of thieleess of the District of
Columbia.

The purpose of this title is to establisisosable and impartial regulations for all
signs, whether exterior signs or interior signemated to be visible from the
outside, on public space or on private propertigese regulations regulate the
display of signsin order tote-convey-information; maintain the health, safety
convenience, and welfare of residents and busiseddbe District; and improve
the overall visual appearance of outdoor spaceigtrout the District.

The second sentence is confusingly worded: duepltrase “to convey
information; maintain the health etc.” modify “rdgte” or “display”? And
neither of these options is fully appropriate, sina the one hand all signs by
definition convey information, and other the othand conveying information in
itself would not seem to be one of the purposesgsf regulationSuggest
considering the amendments indicated above. .

These regulations do not apply to interignsthat are not intended to be visible
from the exterior of the building in which they afisplayed. Such signs remain
subject to all other applicable statutes and reiguis.

These regulations are further intended to:
€) Reduce the traffic hazards caused by sigrisribg distract, confuse, or

impair the vision of motorists and pedestrians, ansure the
effectiveness of traffic signs and signals;



(b) Protect property values by ensuring the corbpiyi of signs with the
property surrounding them;

(c) Provide an attractive visual environment thitomgt the District;

This seems a very weak treatment of the aesthetiatérests to be
served by sign regulations. Suggest adding: “angrotect the
distinctive streetscapes and viewsheds of the natis capital.”

(d) Allow for the reasonable promotion of commeaoel expression of
business identification;

(e) Provide for distinctive signage in areas e&f ¢ity that have been identified
for this type of sign through District planning dosents because they are
major entertainment areas, when not in conflichwiiis title or any other
federal or local law;

The phrase “through District planning documents” should be struck.
The regulations should not suggest that decisionsavhat areas, if
any, qualify to be “Designated Entertainment Areas(see, below,
Chapter 8) are to be left to the Office of Plannig and the Mayor. It
should be borne in mind that the Comprehensive Plgnn Policy ED-
2.3.6, supports “continued concentration of enteginment uses in the
Gallery Place/Convention Center area . . . to avoithe over-
concentration of these uses in neighborhoods whetteey might have
adverse effects.”

® Ensure compliance with federal laws and Feddighway Administration
regulations and memoranda;

(9) Protect the public investment in streets, higysvand other public
improvements; and

(h) Protect and improve the public health, safaty general welfare.

100.6 The regulations in this title advance thgmeernmental interests and objectives
and are the minimum amount of regulation necegsaaghieve them.

Return to Table of Contents

101 SCOPE

101.1 This title governs the display of signs ongte property and public space, except
those displayed by the District of Columbia or thated States in furtherance of
their governmental responsibilities, those perrditig contracts or legal
agreements with the District of Columbia governmémtse displayed on the



101.2

200

200.1

201

201.1

201.2

201.3

interior of a building that are not intended tovisble from the exterior, and
those otherwise required by law to be displayed.

12 DCMR 4107.1, a similar statement of scope, dnstan exception for “non-
commercial statements of fact, belief or personglatitical opinion”, but none of
the foregoing exceptions.101.1 carries forward CMR 3107.3.5.3, “Signs
within a building”.

This title shall supplement any additionelevant provisions stated elsewhere in
District law.

Return to Table of Contents

CHAPTER 2 GENERAL PROVISIONS
PERMITTING AND ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS

Unless otherwise specifically stated, thengéng and enforcement officials
responsible for issuing permits and enforcing thles for signs subject to this
title shall be the persons designated in the cisygi@verning the particular types
of signs, or their designees.

Return to Table of Contents

PERMIT REQUIRED

Unless specifically exempted in this title,aign shall be displayed without a
permit issued in accordance with this title. Sigiih an area no greater than one
square foot (1 sqg. ft.) shall be exempt from therperequirement.

The second sentence carries forward 12A DCMR 3L0hat section does not
explicitly prohibit “display” without a permit, liprohibits “erection” and a list
of some eleven other operations on a sign withqéranit (e.g. “maintenance”,
repainting”). 12A DCMR 3107.3.5 enumerates somesaxemptions from
permits (e.g. signs within a building), whereas.20herely incorporates any
exemptions found elsewhere in the new regulatiBeserting to the practice of
listing all exemptions in the same section as thegeral prohibition would
produce a much more user-friendly provision.

Every sign for which a permit is issued shalmarked with the permit number
and the date of the permit’s issuance in lettetdess than one inch (1 in.) in
height. This information shall be displayed in tbeer right corner of the sign.
Carries forward 12A DCMR 3107.5..

Any non-commercial message may be substifatdtie content of any
commercial message on any sign allowed underithas t
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PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS

A permit application shall be made in a feequired by the permitting official
and in accordance with the chapters governing éneécplar types of signs in this
title.

A permit application shall be consideredoidfiy submitted when the application
has been fully completed, all information and draysi required by this title and
the permitting official have been provided, andaglplication fees have been
paid.

Whereas this section incorporates by referencewstiequirements presumably
found elsewhere, 12A DCMR 3107.3 ;enumerates cep@imit application
requirements for all sign¥.o make the provision more user friendly, this
section should provide citations to all sectionse#ting out requirements that

the permit application must meet.
Return to Table of Contents

ACTION ON A PERMIT APPLICATION

The permitting official shall approve or dehg permit application within the
time frames stated in the applicable chaptersisftithe or within such period as
the applicant and the permitting official may agreestablish for the review.

If the permitting official denies a permifpdipation, the permitting official shall
state the basis for the denial in writing, incluglnreferences to the statutory or
regulatory provisions that would be violated if frermit were granted. The
permitting official shall notify the applicant inriting of the reasons for the
denial no later than fourteen (14) days after thy@ieation is officially denied.

Return to Table of Contents

COMPLIANCE WITH CONSTRUCTION CODES

No sign may be displayed unless it compliéls the most currently adopted
version of the District of Columbia Constructiondes, Title 12 DCMR.
Compliance may require that, in addition to thenpes required by this title, a
permit be obtained from the Construction Codes affieal.
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CHAPTER 3 SIGNS SUBJECT TO REVIEW BY THE COMMISSION OF FINE ARTS
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300.1

300.2
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301.2

(@)

APPLICABILITY

This chapter shall govern signs that areestibp review by the Commission of
Fine Arts (Commission).

Signs are subject to review by the Commisailoan they are on buildings or land
within the following areas:

The area controlled by An Act To regulate the heighkterior design, and
construction of private and semipublic buildingshe Georgetown area of the
National Capital (Old Georgetown Act), approved t8apber 22, 1950 (64 Stat.
904; D.C. Official Code § 6-1204 seq. (2008 Repl.)); and

Carries forward 12ADCMR 3107.4.2

(b) The area controlled by An Act To regulate, tlegght, exterior design and
construction of private and semipublic buildingsertain areas of the
National Capital (Shipstead-Luce Act), approved Méy 1930 (46 Stat.
366; D.C. Official Code § 6-611.3% seg. (2008 Repl)).

Carries forward 12ADCMR 3107.4.1
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PERMITTING AND ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS

The permitting and enforcement official m@sgble for issuing permits and
enforcing the provisions of this title for signs prrivate property subject to
review by the Commission shall be the Directornaf Department of Consumer
and Regulatory Affairs (DCRA).

This provision and Section 303 below regarding edoces for the filing and
review of applications appear to carry forward sudet out on the CFA website;
we have not determined the extent, if any, to wisieth regulations appear in
DCMR or the Code of Federal Regulations.

The permitting and enforcement official resgble for issuing permits and
enforcing the provisions of this title for signs public space subject to review by
the Commission shall be the Director of the Distepartment of Transportation
(DDOT).
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PERMIT REQUIRED

Signs in areas subject to review by the Commissiall require a permit, except
temporary signs on public space, real estate sggrtspon-commercial signs
pursuant to 88 602, 706.2, 706.3, and 713.1.

Return to Table of Contents
12A DCMR 3107.4.1 requires CFA review of signfobe a permit can be
issued. It does not contain the above exceptiontefoporary signs (are they
found elsewhere in that title?). In any eventsthexceptions seem appropriate.

PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS

An application for a permit under this chagteall be made in a form required by
the permitting official and shall be accompanied by

€)) Drawings in triplicate, drawn to scale, showing tletails of construction,
dimensions, lettering, and method of attachmemhefign;

(b) A statement of the width of the premises or thetvathd height of the
building, or any other dimensions deemed necedsatlye permitting
official to determine the allowable area of thensig

(c) Specifications or other information covering thpeyand thickness of
materials for the sign and its supports; and

(d) Any other applicable permit requirements requirgdHis title.

The application shall be submitted to thempi#ing official who shall, no later
than thirty (30) days after receipt, refer the agaion to the Commission for
review and comment.

For applications subject to the ShipsteacklAct, the Commission shall issue a
report to the permitting official within thirty (3@ays after receipt, and for
applications subject to the Old Georgetown Act,@loenmission shall issue a
report to the permitting official within forty-fivé45) days after receipt.

The permitting official may issue a permmd report is received from the
Commission within the timeframes stated in 8 30Br8yided, that the sign is in
compliance with all applicable provisions of thitet

Additional information and guidelines naueed under this title but required by
the Commission for their review of sign applicasanay be available directly

from the Commission.
Return to Table of Contents
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PROHIBITED SIGNS

Special Signs, billboards, signs on roo&sHing neon signs, and electronic signs
are prohibited in the area controlled by the Oldxgetown Act. Television and
video monitors in storefront windows shall be lieditto no more than twenty
percent (20%) of the area of the window in which télevision or monitor is to
be displayed.

Sections 304, 305 and 306 carry forward, with ¢ertaceptions noted below,
12A DCMR 3107.4.1 (Shipstead-Luce submissions)3tiy.4.2 (Old
Georgetown submissions)., which are identical.

Billboards, roof signs, revolving signs and projegtsigns are prohibited by 12A
DCMR 3107.4.1.1, but the latter two have been deddpom the list in this
proposed Section. Revolving signs, however, woelgiohibited by the
proposed section 305.4 requiring that signs béstty. The proposed section
adds flashing neon signs, electronic signs andi8ip8igns to the prohibited list.
Projecting signs should be restored to the prohibéd list.

PERMITTED SIGNS AND REQUIREMENTS

The following signs in areas subject to neMoy the Commission are allowed, if
they comply with all other applicable provisionstiois title:

€)) Single-faced signs on the exterior walls otdings that project no more
than twelve inches (12 in.) beyond the buildindpoilding restriction line;

(b) Signs flat against awnings;

(c) Signs on a show window, or any other windbat abuts or overlooks a
street or public way; provided, that the signs hawveggregate area of not
more than twenty-five square feet (25 sq. ft.)lpesiness or are less than
or equal to twenty percent (20%) of the area ofwimelow, whichever is
less; and

(d) Other signs consistent with this title and otbterwise prohibited by this
chapter.

The aggregate area of all signs associatidawy one (1) business or entity on a
building or premises shall be limited to twentyefigquare feet (25 sq. ft.) per
street frontage.

llluminated signs shall be freestanding, Hagtked, have opaque letters, be
illuminated by steady light, and not contain exmgbseurces of illumination.

All signs shall be stationary.
Return to Table of Contents




306

306.1

EXCEPTIONS

When the Commission finds that a sign orcthalitions surrounding a sign
subject to this chapter justifies granting an eticgpfrom any of the requirements
of this chapter, and the Commission further firttlt granting such an exception
will not impair the intent and purpose of this cteapr of the Old Georgetown
Act or the Shipstead-Luce Act, the Commission matyfyithe permitting official
of its support of such an exception. The perngtbificial may approve an
application to erect a sign not conforming to thesgspiirements pursuant to the
Commission’s recommendation if the sign satisfiesther requirements of this
title.

Return to Table of Contents
This section and the preceding one (305) carrydodvprovisions in 12A DCMR
3107.4.1.1 - ,9,, with two significant exceptions:

("1) Section 305.1(d) would establish an open-eratititional category of
permitted signs.This permission is either broader than the existig
"exception” category carried forward in 306 or redundant of it; it
invites attempts at further broadening of the Commssion’s discretion
and should be struck.

(2) Limitations on sign copy and number of colors (12A DCMR
3107.4.2.5 and .6) have been droppedit a minimum an explanation
should be provided. While the color restriction hiige thought
inconsequential, the present regulation limits sigpy to the name, address
and type of business of the establishment, angpiing it would

presumably authorize any sort of commercial mesgggin signs that

could be as large as 5’ x T’he limitation on sign copy should be

restored.

CHAPTER 4 SIGNS SUBJECT TO REVIEW BY THE
HISTORIC PRESERVATION REVIEW BOARD

This chapter appears intended to supplement,rrdthe replace, existing 10C DCMR
25, Standards for signs, awnings and canopies, a part of Title 10CHistoric
Preservation. Proposed 400.3 requires that official evaluatibproposed signs follow
10C DCMR 25. 10C DCMR 25 contains no provisiongequirements for permit
applications, and these are supplied by proposetiofet02.

Parts of the proposed new regulations do, howeeoeer some of the same subjects as
the existing ones, and require attention:

(1) Section 403,enumerates the same prohibited sigeisiding “televisions
and video monitiors”, as the existing regulatig@fOC DCMR 2506), but
would allow “digital signs and video monitors irostfront windows,” if



limited in size. Absent some convincing justification of this appagnt
relaxation of the existing rule, it should be dropgd.

(2) Section 404Master Plansfor Signage, repeats verbatim 10C DCMR
2511. 404 should be droppedit will be confusing enough to have to
decipher two sets of rules on signs in histori@syevithout having to
puzzle over a superfluous duplicative provision.

(3) Both new section 405 and existing 2511 are headetGemporary signs”.
At least sections 405.2 through .5 should be dropges almost exactly
duplicative of parts of section 2511, and 405.1 apprs to be
superfluous as well

Proposed 406.3,0n signs on canopies, is apparemnw.and should be

retained.

400APPLICABILITY

400.1This chapter shall govern signs:

(b) On buildings or land within a historic district dgsated by the Historic
Preservation Review Board (HPRB);

(c) On buildings or land designated as a historic laautirby the HPRB; and

(d) As required in Title 10-C DCMR and by the Histoi@ndmark and Historic

District Protection Act of 1978, effective March1379, (D.C. Law 2-144; D.C.
Official Code § 6-110%t seq. (2008 Repl. and 2012 Supp.)) (Historic
Preservation Act).

400.2 Signs governed by this chapter shall be subjetttegeview and recommendations of
either the HPRB or the Historic Preservation Offig€O) under delegated
authority established in Title 10-C DCMR.

400.3 Proposed sign location and design shall be evalusgainst the principles, standards
and design guidelines in Title 10-C DCMR Chapter&id the HPO and the
HPRB shall refer to these principles, standardd,design guidelines when
reviewing an application for a sign or sign magian.

400.4 Signs and related building features subject tquhisdiction of the Commission shall
be reviewed by the Commission in addition to thérBP

Return to Table of Contents

401 PERMITTING AND ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS



401.1 The permitting and enforcement official responsibleissuing permits and enforcing
the provisions of this chapter for signs on privateperty subject to review by
the HPRB shall be the Director of DCRA.

401.2 The permitting and enforcement official responsibleissuing and enforcing the
provisions of this chapter for signs on public spagbject to review by the HPRB

shall be the Director of DDOT.
Return to Table of Contents

402 PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS

402.1 A permit application under this chapter shall belena a form required by the
permitting official and shall be accompanied by:

(8)  Scaled or dimensioned drawings, in triplicate unkagbmitted
electronically, showing the following:

(1)  The proposed sign accurately indicating dimensioraerials,
colors, graphics, copy, lettering, and type ofrilnation; and

(2) Details of construction and method of attachmerthefsign;

(b) A statement of the width of the premises or thetvahd height of the
building, and any other dimensions the permittiffgcial deems
necessary to determine the allowable area of gre si

(c) Photographs adequate to document the buildingess sxisting
appearance. These photographs shall clearly sheWuitding or site, the
entire fagade, and include close-ups of the areaewvork is proposed,;

(d)  Scaled or dimensioned plans, photo illustrationglevation drawings as
necessary to show the proposed sign as it wouldaapgm the building or
site;

(e) A section drawing, if the sign is to be installechzade part of an awning,
canopy, or marquee,

()] Specifications or other information covering thpeyand thickness of
materials for the sign and its supports;

(9) If requested, a sample of the finish material(syl a

(h)  The period of time, up to one hundred eighty (188)s, during which any
proposed temporary sign will be displayed and atevnri
acknowledgement by the permit applicant that threnfior a temporary
sign is not valid beyond its stated duration.



402.2 The application shall be submitted to the perngtoifficial who shall refer the
application within thirty (30) days of receipt teet HPRB though the HPO for
review.

402.3 Upon receipt of the permit application and the ltssof any required review by the
Commission, the HPRB, or HPO if so delegated, siealew the application and
take action as appropriate.

402.4 If the application is consistent with the approfgistandards, guidelines, and delegation
of authority established by the HPRB, the HPO stiakr the application for
issuance and return the application to the pemgitbfficial within thirty (30)
days.

402.5 If the application is not consistent with standagisdelines, or delegation of authority
established by HPRB, or otherwise does not meatetipgirements of this chapter,
and the HPO is not able to resolve the deficiendiectly with the applicant, the
HPO shall prepare and forward the case for revigthb HPRB pursuant to Title
10-C DCMR.

402.6 If cleared for issuance by HPRB, the HPO shallrrethe application to the permitting
official within fifteen (15) days. If not clearddr issuance by the HPRB, the
HPO shall notify the applicant of their right tajreest a hearing before the
Mayor’s Agent pursuant to Title 10-C DCMR.

402.7 No sign permit may be issued by the permittingoudfiif none of the HPO, HPRB, and
Mayor’'s Agent has cleared the application for ismea

402.8 If there is a conflict between the requirementthdd title and the requirements of Title
10-C, the more restrictive shall apply.
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403 PROHIBITED SIGNS

403.1 Billboards and Special Signs are prohibited ondnisiandmarks and in historic
districts.

403.2 Signs on roofs and variable message signs arelpi@dhion historic landmarks and in
historic districts, except for vintage, historic,replica signs as provided for in
10-C DCMR § 2513.

403.3 Televisions and video monitors are prohibited gasion the exterior of historic
landmarks and in historic districts.



403.4

404

404.1

404.2

404.3

405

405.1

405.2

405.3

405.4

405.5

Digital signs and video monitors in storefront wamgs shall be limited to no more than
twenty percent (20%) of the area of the window hich the television or monitor

is to be displayed.
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MASTER PLANS FOR SIGNS

The development of a coordinated master plan tprssis encouraged where a building,
complex, or institution houses multiple tenantactivities requiring several
signs, or where signs will be installed on multipteperties that are historically
or architecturally related.

A master plan for signs shall be submitted to tiRRB for review according to the
provisions for concept design review outlined iRAMCMR, Chapter 3.

If the HPRB approves a sign master plan to befecefor a specific period, the HPO
shall adhere to the provisions of the plan in apal®©for the duration of the plan.
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TEMPORARY SIGNS

HPO shall apply the criteria in this section whewiewing temporary signs under the
authority delegated in 10-C DCMR § 320. Notwitimstimg 8 602 of this title,
temporary signs on public space requiring reviewhgyHPO or HPRB shall
require a permit if they are larger than one sqé@oe(1 sqg. ft.) in area.

HPO shall routinely recommend approval of temposagys to be installed for less
than ninety (90) days or a temporary sign thatss than twenty square feet (20
sq. ft.) in area; provided that any such sign stdlted in a manner that does not
cause permanent damage to the historic property.

HPO shall review temporary signs that do not mieetstandards of § 405.2 according
to the standards and criteria for permanent signs.

HPO may recommend flexibility in the applicationtbis section to the permitting
official regarding the size, placement, type, shapel material as necessary to
prevent a temporary sign from causing permanentadarno a historic property;
provided, the change is consistent with the inégat conditions of this title, or
principles, standards ,and design guidelines ile T-C DCMR Chapter 25.

HPRB may recommend denial of a temporary sign gefrtiie sign is incompatible
with the architecture and characteristics of thiéding, site, or district, or if its
installation is likely to cause permanent damagdéchistoric property.
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406

SIGNS ON AWNINGS AND CANOPIES

406.1 Signs identifying the name or trade of an occupaay be placed on an approved

awning or canopy.

406.2 Signs on awnings shall be consistent with the Walhg criteria:

(@)  Signs on the valance of an awning shall be limiteléttering and logos
no taller than twelve inches (12 in.);

(b)  Alogo may be permitted on the slope of an awnamg)
(c)  Asign on the valance of an awning shall not hemihated, except that

unobtrusive storefront lighting fixtures may beaatted to the underside of
an awning.

406.3 Signs on canopies shall be consistent with thevietig criteria:

€)) Signs identifying the name or trade of an occugaatl not be permitted
on the side of a canopy facing the direction ofgsdan travel along a
sidewalk; and

(b) Signs on a canopy shall not be illuminated.
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CHAPTER S5 CHINATOWN DISTRICT REVIEW PROCEDURES

DCMR Title 10-B,Planning and Development, Chapter 24 Chinatown
Design Review Procedures, by its terms deals with permit review procedures fo
“projects” as to which DCRA is required to submetrmit applications to the
Office of Planning. It explicitly covers permiiar signs, in that OP is to review
the application on the basis “Contribution of bagddesign, including signs and
awnings, to the Chinese identity of Chinatown; ”.10B DCMR 2400.2(b). It
sets out detailed provisons on application for @wiew of permits.

The proposed Chapter 5 is apparently intendedgplement 10B DCMR
24 by establishing even more detailed proceduneadplication for and review
of permits for signs in Chinatown, and states #pglications are to be
“reviewed and evaluated . . . against the prinsipi¢andards, and design
guidelines in Title 10-B DCMR, Chapter 24 and ttiepter.” Section 500.3 It
provides also that “Notice and coordination of dagieview shall be subject to
title 10-B DCMR, Chapter 24 and Chapter 6 of titls.t’ Section 503.7.

This chapter needs the same sort of cleaning up this called for as to
Chapter 4 above. It needs to make explicit, by @tion to the relevant
sections of both the existing and the proposed refgtions, exactly which
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provisions govern application for Chinatown sign pemits and review of such
applications and which do not. This would be mostleanly done by amending
both sets of regulations, but can be achieved by anding the proposed
regulations only.

APPLICABILITY

This chapter shall govern signs on buildimgind within Chinatown, being that
areabounded by Mount Vernon Square, Massachusetts Ay&w, 5th

Street, NW, G Street, NW, and 8th Streets NW, &isel by Title 10-B DCMR
Chapter 24.

Signs subject to this chapter shall be stibgethe review and recommendations
of the Office of Planning (OP).

Proposed sign location and design shall be reviemedevaluated by the OP, the
Chinatown Steering Committee, and other relevaanheigs, against the
principles, standards, and design guidelines ile T-B DCMR, Chapter 24 and
this chapter.

This chapter does not apply to federally owned ertigs within Chinatown.
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PERMITTING AND ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS

The permitting and enforcement official responsibleissuing permits and
enforcing the provisions of this title for signs private property in Chinatown
shall be the Director of DCRA.

The permitting and enforcement official responsibleissuing permits and
enforcing the provisions of this title for signs puablic space in Chinatown shall
be the Director of DDOT.
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PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS

A permit application under this chapter shall balenen a form required by the
permitting official and shall be accompanied by:

€) Eight (8) copies of scaled or dimensioned drawisgswing the
following:



(1) Plans and elevations of the proposed sign accyrnaigicating
dimensions, materials, colors, graphics, copyetety, and type of
illumination; and

(2) Details of construction and the method of attachroéthe sign;

(b) A statement of the width of the premises or thetvathd height of the
building, and any other dimensions the permittiffgcial deems
necessary to determine the allowable area of gre si

(c) Photographs adequate to document the buildingess sxisting
appearance. These photographs shall clearly sheWuitding or site, the
entire fagade, and include close-ups of the areaewvork is proposed,;

(d) A section drawing, if the sign is to be installedmade part of an awning,
canopy, or marquee;

(e) If the project is within the historic district, tatement setting forth the
historic preservation constraints on Chinese desigmacter and how
Chinese design character has been accommodatead thitise constraints
to achieve an appropriate balance between potignt@inpeting
objectives;

()] Specifications or other information describing thige and thickness of
materials for the sign and its supports;

(9) If requested, a sample of the finish material(s);
(h)  The names and addresses of all owners or theioazgd agents;

(1) A statement setting forth the relationship of thepgosed sign to the
objectives of the Chinatown Design Guidelines StRéyort; and

() A general statement of the approximate schedullbeo$igns’ installation.

502.2 The application shall be submitted to the perngtofficial who shall refer the
application within thirty (30) days of receipt teet HPRB through the HPO if in
an historic district, or to OP for review and cormneReview by the HPRB and
the HPO shall take place in accordance with Chapter

502.3 Upon receipt of the permit application, the DireadOP shall determine if a
design review is necessary. If a design reviemnizecessary, OP shall notify the
permitting official within twenty (20) days thatdlapplication has been cleared
for issuance.



502.4

502.5

502.6

502.7

If a design review is necessary, OP shall completeeview process and make
appropriate written recommendations within sixt9)(8ays from receipt of all
required information necessary to perform the ngvie

The review may be extended by no more than fouaddi)tional thirty (30) day
extensions subject to written notice to the applicaAny additional extensions
may be allowed when agreed to by the applicant.

The Director of OP shall provide written noticeadf extensions to the Directors
of DCRA and DDOT and to the Chinatown Steering Cattem®.

Notice and coordination of design review shall bkjsct to title 10-B DCMR,
Chapter 24 and Chapter 6 of this title.

Return to Table of Contents

CHAPTER 6 SIGNS ON PUBLIC SPACE

This chapter is a lengthy and detailed set of rgtegerning temporary and
permanent signs in public space, both those erectéfixtures” (e.g. light or electricity
poles) and those resting on or fixed in the grofggd. A-frame sidewalk signs, bulletin
signs typically used by churches). The existirgutations in DCMR dealing with signs
in public space are fairly skimpy. 12A DCMR cadntaat least six such provisions:
requiring permits for such signs (3107.7.8), prahb carrying signs on public space
(with certain exceptions such as picketing sigB4p{.7.9), allowing signs on WMATA
vehicles in public space (3107.7.10), allowing tenapy street decorations (3107.6.6.2),
and regulating the projection into public spaceébainner signs and flags” (all of which
are to be repealed as part of the repeal of 12MR@G107.A). The one provision to be
found in 24 DCMR (@cupation and Use of Public Space) dealing with signs in public
space (24-107.8, regarding holiday banners, ornewenights) is also to be repealed.
(See sections 1l and Il and the very end of théiddéoof Proposed Rulemaking.)

On its face, this Chapter seems to have donenanemdably better job than
Chapters 4 and 5 of bringing together in one pdow®st all of the substantive and
procedural rules governing the topic; where necgssapealing existing regulations on
the same topic; (apparently) elevating existinghageractices to the status of codified
regulation; and clearly informing the user as tatddditional rules must be consulted.

However, a caveat: We have not yet been ahtetdify any existing legislative
or regulatory provisions covering this subject bheythose mentioned above. It seems
likely that some of the proposed rules are ref@cigrrently only in DDOT policy. (The
DDOT website, in providing rules on applying forpéts for banners on public space,
cites “DDOT policy” as one source). The entire iNetof Proposed Rulemaking is
unfortunately devoid of any information as to whesth given section is carried forward
from an existing provision, carried forward with dification, or new. Consequently it is
often difficult, and in some cases impossibledetermine how much new policy is
being made by the proposed regulations and howhrexisting policy is being altered or
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abandoned, and thuis to arrive at a compreheesikeiation of the proposed
regulations.

Lacking the benefit of this information, our exaiion of this proposed chapter
raises only a few concerns, reflected in commeelsvbin specific provisions:

APPLICABILITY

This chapter shall govern all temporary aguhanent signs on public space in
the District, except those an authorized Distramternment agency installs for
public safety, traffic management, parking regolatior another regulatory
purpose.

A definition of “public space” should be added to Gapter 99 below, which
already contains a definition of “public parking” and “Public Space
Committee”. The Definitions section 4 DCMR (Occupation and Use of
Public Space contains no definition of “public space”. Thenay be one

elsewhere in DCMR or the DC Code.
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PERMITTING AND ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS

The permitting official responsible for isgyipermits for signs on public space
shall be the Director of DDOT. The enforcementomdds responsible for
enforcing the provisions of this title for signs puablic space shall be the Director
of DDOT, and for violations of §§ 605.1 through 60and 606, the Director of

the Department of Public Works (DPW).
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PERMIT REQUIRED

All signs on public space shall require arpeexcept temporary signs governed
by § 605 that are not subject to review by the HRRBIPO pursuant to section §
405.1.
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PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS

An application for a permit under this chagteall be made in a form required by
the permitting official and shall be accompanied by

€) The name, address, telephone number, and addhiss of the applicant
and the adjacent property owner;



603.2

603.3

(b)

(©)

The size of the sign, the location where tlga svill be placed, and
whether any lights will be used to illuminate thgns including electronic
signs or lights embedded in the sign; and

Any other material required by this title, DDQAr the Public Space
Committee.

In addition to the permit application reqments stated in § 603.1, an applicant
for a freestanding sign permit shall:

(@)

(b)

Demonstrate that the applicant is the owner obtlness where the sign
will be displayed; and

Provide design specifications showing that the sgmplies with the
standards stated in § 606.

In addition to the permit application reqments stated in § 603.1, an applicant
for a banner permit shall:

(@)

(b)

()

(d)

()

(f)

(9)

Send copies of all proposed banners electronitaltize permitting
official;

Specify whether the applicant intends to instafireas for another group,
organization, or business and, if so, list the o#rgities;

Provide banner design, mounting hardware spedificat and décor
rigger information with the application. Mountihgrdware specifications
shall include cast 535 almag or 356-T6 aluminunhwifacing plate that
will accommodate square, round, or fluted pole ssaprhe mounting
hardware shall be constructed of corrosion-resistexterial;

Secure a public space electrical permit if eleatrservice is required. All
electrical work shall comply with the most currgradopted version of
the District of Columbia Construction Codes, Tit2DCMR,;

Secure an agreement with the electric supplieef@rgy usage and
present it with the application;

Provide a site map or plan showing the locatiopadés, including pole
numbers, where the applicant proposes to mountdsanand

Show proof of insurance to indemnify the Distriot property damage
and personal injury resulting from the installatemremoval of the
banners.
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In addition to the permit application reqments stated in § 603.1, an applicant
for a permanent sign permit shall:

€) Demonstrate that the applicant is the owner obtlness where the sign
will be displayed;

(b) Provide design specifications showing that the sgmplies with the

standards stated in § 608.
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ACTION ON A PERMIT APPLICATION

The permitting official shall refer all apgations for permits for permanent signs
on public space to the Public Space Committee.

The permitting official shall approve or dexryapplication for a permanent sign
on public space within fifteen (15) days of recapthe decision of the Public
Space Committee.

For all other applications for signs on publjpace, the permitting official shall
approve or deny the application within thirty (2i2)ys of receipt of the

application.
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TEMPORARY SIGNS ON PUBLIC SPACE

It shall be unlawful to affix a temporaryrsig any fixture on public space, or to
display a sign on public space, except as proviaekdis section.

No temporary sign that relates to the sbhigpods or services shall be affixed to a
fixture on public space or displayed in any marorepublic space.

A temporary sign that is not prohibited b§0%.2 may be affixed to a fixture on
public space or displayed on public space for ncentltan one hundred eighty
(180) days. Signs allowed under this section siatlbe displayed in a public
parking by anyone other than an owner or occupfthisoadjacent building.

A temporary sign that is related to a speeifient shall be removed no later than
thirty (30) days following the event to which itrislated. This does not extend
the time limit designated in § 605.3.

Temporary signs authorized by § 605.3 shall:

@ Be no larger than six square feet (6 sq. ft.)
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605.9

606

606.1
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606.3

(@)

(b) Be affixed or displayed securely to avoid beingntor disengaged by
normal weather conditions;

(c) Not be affixed by adhesives or by any other methadlis likely, either in
the installation or removal, to damage the fixtunel

(d) Not block or actively interfere with any portion thfe pedestrian or
vehicular public right of way.

No more than three (3) versions or copiesteimporary sign shall be displayed
on one (1) side of a street within one (1) blo@lemporary signs in a public
parking that are displayed by an owner or occupétite adjacent building are
not subject to this restriction.

Temporary signs authorized by 8 605.3 daeuptire a permit. Each of these
signs shall contain the date upon which it wasaltyt affixed to a fixture on
public space or displayed on public space.

Temporary construction signs may be displayeder permit, on public space on
temporary barricades, covered walkways, constrnaféices, and public space
between the building line and such structures.

The total area of temporary constructionsgmll be a maximum of two square
feet (2 sq. ft.) for each foot of street frontagé¢he lot, with a maximum area of
forty square feet (40 sq. ft.) for residentiallyned property and two hundred
square feet (200 sq. ft.) for commercially zoneaperty. An additional five
square feet (5 sq. ft.) of sign area shall be pgeohion barricades to identify each

adjoining premises or business.
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FREESTANDING SIGNS ON PUBLIC SPACE

It shall be unlawful to place a freestandiitpwalk sign on public space without
a permit or authorization under the valet spacelegigns set out at 18 DCMR §
2409.

Permits may be issued only for valet parkiggs and signs authorized under 88
606.3 and 606.6.

The owner or occupant of a business premgsg during the time the
establishment is open for business, use the spdoent of the building, up to
three feet (3 ft.) from the building wall, for téesplay of one (1) freestanding
sidewalk sign (A-frame, sandwich board, or othettadde unlit sign). The sign
shall:

Be secured from blowing over in inclement weathtiree by attachment to the
building, by weight at the bottom, or by anothertimoel; and



(b)

606.4

(@)

(b)
()

(d)

606.5

606.6

606.7
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Not be attached by post, pole, chain, or any atiethod to the sidewalk or any
fixture on public space.

Signs displayed under § 606.3 shall:

Be no taller than four feet (4 ft.), including theight of any post or stand used to
display or secure the sign;

Be no wider than thirty inches (30 in.);

Advertise only those goods, wares, merchandissemices provided within the
establishment; and

Display the permit number of the permit authiorg the sign in public space. The
lettering for the permit number shall not be Idsmtone inch (1 in.) in height.

Signs placed on public space under § 60@IBrstt reduce the clear pedestrian
path to less than ten feet (10 ft.) in the CerBtainess District as defined in 18
DCMR § 9901 nor to less than six feet (6 ft.) ihather areas of the District. The
clear pedestrian path shall be a continuous seofisidewalk running parallel to
the curb.

Freestanding sidewalk signs not more thasaiare feet (6 sqg. ft.) in area
indicating the location of parking facilities foagpons of a business are allowed
on public space under permit, subject to the gins of this section.

Freestanding sidewalk signs indicating tleation of a public market are allowed
to be displayed on public space without a pernuitirdy the time of the operation
of the public market, subject to the restrictioh$has section.
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BANNERS

No banner shall be displayed on public spatg®ut a permit. Banners attached
to private property that extend over public spacstbe approved by all relevant
permitting officials.

Banners shall not extend over public spaae tth@n forty-two inches (42 in.), or
be maintained less than fourteen feet (14 ft.) elpnwblic space or a public
parking.

The permitting official may issue a permietect a banner, ornament, or set of
lights between lampposts or across a street oruavietween buildings or
lampposts; provided, that these objects do notrutisthe free passage of
pedestrian or vehicular traffic.
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It shall be unlawful to attach any electriwaing, lighting, banners, or other
similar objects to trees on public space.

Supports for banners shall be rigid. Banskadl be installed by licensed riggers.

The primary purpose of a banner shall beteesa public, civic, cultural,
neighborhood or community interest.

Sponsor logos may occupy up to ten perc&sb)bf the lower portion of a
banner.

Supports for pendant poles, as defined irsthedard Specifications for
Highways and Structures, shall have a minimum)deen feet (16 ft.) clearance
from the bottom of the lower arm to the bottomtw# banner.

For Twin 20 street light poles, as definethan Standard Specifications for
Highways:

€)) A banner located on the pedestrian walkway sfdbe pole shall not
exceed two feet (2 ft.) wide by four feet (4 ftiggn and shall have an
absolute minimum of twelve feet (12 ft.) clearafroen the bottom of the
banner.

(b) A banner located on the roadway side of the gblll not exceed one and
one half feet (1.5 ft.) wide by three feet (3 figh and shall have an
absolute minimum of fourteen feet (14 ft.) cleamfrom the bottom of
the banner.

For #18 street light poles, as defined enStandard Specifications for Highways
and Structures:

€) The banner located on the pedestrian walkwagy @i the pole shall not
exceed two feet (2 ft.) wide by four feet (4 ftiggn and shall have an
absolute minimum of twelve feet (12 ft.) clearafroen the bottom of the
banner.

(b) The banner located on the roadway side of the ghall not exceed one
and half feet (1.5 ft.) wide by two feet (2 ft.phiand shall have an
absolute minimum of fourteen feet (14 ft.) cleamfrom the bottom of
the banner.

For #16 street light poles, as defined énStandard Specifications for Highways
and Structures:
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(a) The banner located on the pedestrian walkwagy af the pole shall not
exceed two feet (2 ft.) wide by two and one ha#tf@.5 ft.) high and
shall have an absolute minimum of eleven feet {} Tliearance from
bottom of the banner.

(b) The banner shall not be attached on the roadidgeyfor this type of pole.
Banners shall not be attached to fiberglakss.

The owner of a permitted banner shall notié permitting official when the
banner has been removed. If, upon inspectione isetamage to one (1) or more
poles, the owner shall pay the permitting offi¢@l the cost of repairing the
damage.

The owner of a permitted banner shall foléotypical traffic control plan, issued
by the permitting official, for the use of curb spaduring banner installation. No
work may take place in travel lanes during rushrbou
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PERMANENT SIGNS ON PUBLIC SPACE

It shall be unlawful to affix a permanentnsig any fixture on public space, or to
display a permanent sign on public space, exceptasded in this section.

No permanent sign shall be displayed on puplace without a permit. All such
signs are subject to the review and approval oPtliglic Space Committee.

Bulletins shall:

(&8  Announce non-commercial events that are open tpubéc or of general
interest;

(b) Be located on a public parking;

(c) Not exceed twenty square feet (20 sq. ft.) in aaed,;

(d) Be supported on posts or pilasters or includedrmmoaument sign that
does not exceed forty-two inches (42 in.) in heigitluding the height of
any post or stand used to display or secure thme sig

Public Facility Signs, such as signs and médethes for public schools, libraries,
recreation centers, and parks, are allowed on @8phkce subject to permit and

the following conditions:

(@  The text of the sign is limited to the name of thelity and street
number;



(b) The sign faces the street or streets upon whiatameces to the facility are
located; and

(c) The area of the sign does not exceed forty sqestg40 sq. ft.); or

(d)  The sign is a small sign, not more than six sqteet(6 sqg. ft.) in area,
that is displayed on public space at entrance days.

608.5 Neighborhood Signs that promote neighborhdentity and are sponsored by
non-government organizations are allowed on puggace, subject to permit and
the following conditions:

(@ The signs are located at the boundaries of a nergbbd:;
(b) No more than four (4) signs are displayed for eagghborhood;

(c) The signs are either twenty-four inches (24 in.JJygnty-four inches (24
in.), or forty inches (40 in.) by seventy-two ineh@2 in.); and

(d) The signs are supported by posts or pilasterseoinatuded in a
monument sign that does not exceed forty-two in¢h2sn.) in height,
including the height of any post or stand usedigpldy or secure the sign.

A definition of “monument sign” should be added toChapter 99
below.

608.6 Signs for each school, college, hotel, philgopic institution, non-profit
organization, hospital, residential care facily,church, shall be limited to a
total area not to exceed forty square feet (40t9q.

608.7 When approved by the permitting official,caeplate or nameplates, each plate
not more than six square feet (6 sqg. ft.) in asball be allowed on the public
parking at entrance driveways, upon recommendatidine Public Space
Committee. The area of the nameplates shall nobbeted towards the limits on

total sign area specified in § 608.6.
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609 SIGNS ON VEHICLES

609.1 Unless otherwise specifically allowed by law,advertising sign shall be
transported over public space, except signs disdlay motor vehicles that
advertise théona fide business of the owner. No full motion video diggl may
be affixed to any part of a motor vehicle.



609.2

609.3

609.4

Notwithstanding 8 609.1, the sale and use of coraimlerevenue advertising
space on the rear and side exteriors, or entieriextsurfaces of Metrobus public
transit vehicles under the control and operatiothefWashington Metropolitan
Area Transit Authority shall be allowed for sucthiges operating on public
space within the District of Columbia, subjecthe following conditions:

€) No advertisement shall be displayed that violdtestitle or any other
District or federal law.

(b)  The rear and side exterior advertising space ¢enat ten percent (10%)
of the total number of Metrobus vehicles availdblepublic transit
operations shall be reserved for free public sergicnouncements and
advertisements regarding community, art, cultiedycational, and
similar events.

Notwithstanding § 609.1, the sale and usmwfmercial revenue advertising
space on pedicabs and other non-motorized velsbkgsbe allowed, provided
such advertising signs shall not:
€)) Extend past the frame of the vehicle; or

(b) Obstruct or interfere with any safety devices.

Notwithstanding § 609.1, the Director of DDOT ma&yl space on and within

D.C. Circulator vehicles or other assets for ttepldiy of advertisements and enter into one
or more agreements with entities to sell spacénesd vehicles or other assets in return for
a fee, a percentage of such revenues, or as aer gitination of services approved by the

Mayor.

12A DCMR 3107.7.12 et seq., which is still carreedin force on the District's website,
allows commercial advertising on taxicabs. Is itaot still in force, and if so, what is the
reason for failing to carry it forward here?

610

610.1

610.2

610.3
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ADDITIONAL RESTRICTIONS AND REQUIREMENTS

It shall be unlawful to place any advertisipgn any sidewalk in any manner
whatever, including but not limited to projectingages or shadows upon the
sidewalk or the use of lenses or reflectors exaspmxpressly permitted under
District law regulations.

It shall be unlawful to deface any fixturepublic space by use of lime, mortar,
paint, ink, adhesive, chemical, chisel, or any othaterial or device.

It shall be unlawful to mark, paint, or engra sidewalk, roadway, curb, or any
other surface on public space for the purpose wériging.



610.4 Unless permitted by these regulations opé#raitting official, it shall be
unlawful to attach any guy-wire, rope, chain, drestobject to a fixture on public
space for the purpose of displaying a sign.

610.5 It shall be unlawful for any person, otherttan employee or agent of the
District, to climb or use any tool or equipmenstle a fixture on public space,
without a permit.

610.6 It shall be unlawful to display material orydree or in any tree box on public
space except:

€) The Metropolitan Police Department (MPD) mégpthy signs in the
interest of public safety or crime investigatiortsade the drip line of the
tree’s canopy in a continuous tree strip, but na@véne rectangular tree
box space;

(b) Emergency No Parking or Reserved Parking sigag be displayed as
authorized by the permitting official; and

(c) Temporary Road Work signs authorized by thentéing official may be
displayed outside the drip line of the tree’s caniopa continuous tree
strip, but never in the rectangular tree box space.

610.7 Any sign displayed on a tree in accordantke %610.6 shall be affixed in a
manner that does not puncture, strip, or otheriasen the bark of the tree.
Nailing, stapling, tacking, pasting, or similarlffiging any sign to a tree on
public space is prohibited. The use of flaggirtpan or tape is permissible.

610.8 No sign shall be affixed to the front faceear face of a regulatory sign on
public space, or on any part of a traffic signghtior pole.

610.9 No sign shall be allowed on public space piabrially represents the
commission of or the attempt to commit a crime @pidting nudity (male or
female genitals, pubic areas or buttocks with feas a fully opaque covering,
female breasts with less than a fully opaque cagesin any part of the areola or
nipples, or the covered genitals in a discernibigitd or other recognizable state)
or sexual intercourse or other sexual acts.

Return to Table of Contents

CHAPTER 7 SIGNS ON PRIVATE PROPERTY

700 APPLICABILITY

700.1 This chapter shall govern the display anohteaance of outdoor display signs
and other forms of exterior advertising.



701

701.1
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704

We have identified at least 19 provisions in tlimidg Regulations that make
reference to signs, either by prohibiting a sigerpitting a sign, or indicating that
the Board of Zoning Adjustment may establish caadd regarding signage in
particular casesldeally a person considering erection of a signnoprivate
property would be able to find, in the sign regulaibns, references to all
provisions relevant to his or her proposed sign. Ae current proposed
regulations contain some such references, but we uld recommend that an
effort be made to include all such references.

Several sections in this chapter apply to signs ezed wholly or partly in
public as well as private space (e.g. 706.3, 706/68.7 708.9), and to this

extent should be incorporated by reference or othevise into Chapter 6.
Return to Table of Contents

PERMITTING AND ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS

The permitting and enforcement official @sgible for issuing permits and
enforcing the provisions of this title for signs private property shall be the

Director of DCRA.
Return to Table of Contents

PERMIT REQUIRED

All signs on private space shall require raniteexcept signs governed by 88
706.2, 706.6, and 713.1.

Return to Table of Contents

PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS

An application for a permit under this chagteall be made in a form required by
the permitting official and shall include:

@ The name, address, telephone number, and adtagss of the applicant,
sign company, and property owner;

(b) Construction documents indicating the sizenefgign, the location where
the sign will be placed, the height of the signtemals, and all electrical
and structural details;

(c) Unless submitted electronically, four (4) saftplans on at least eleven
inch by seventeen inch (11 in. x 17 in.) paper.

Return to Table of Contents

ACTION ON A PERMIT APPLICATION
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The permitting official shall review the petrapplication within thirty (30) days
of submission.

In addition to DCRA technical review and zanreview, the permit application
may be subject to review by DDOT, OP, the Commigsio the National Capital
Planning Commission (NCPC).

No application shall be deemed complete atitihformation required by this
chapter is filed and all required fees are paid.

The time frames included in this chapterlsi@lapply until the permitting
official finds the application complete.

Upon approval of all reviewing agenciesiga permit application will be
approved and a permit issued. All permits shalWdeal for one (1) year, unless

otherwise noted on the permit.
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GENERAL REQUIREMENTS AND RESTRICTIONS

No advertising sign shall be displayed onsamjace or premises unless the sign
advertises @ona fide business conducted on the premises for which tfiCate

of Occupancy has been issued.

This provision appears to carry forward 12A DCMR35, which, however,
lacks the qualifier “advertising” before “sign”, @then lists exceptions to the
prohibition. There is no reason the prohibitibowd be narrower in the
proposed regulation than in the existing one, paldrly since the proposed
regulations proceed to set out numerous exceptmits Consequently
“advertising” should be deleted, and a clause sudds “except as otherwise
provided in this Chapter” added at the end.

No more than fifty percent (50%) percdrthe area of an advertising sign shall
be used to advertise products or commodities, la@sktshall be items actually
sold on the premises.

Sign permits shall be issued separately froiding permits. No sign permit for
a new building or alteration shall be issued wattér the building permit has been
issued.

Every sign shall be subject to inspectiotheyenforcement official.

All signs shall be maintained in a structyrabund condition. Any sign that is
unsafe or not properly maintained shall be suliggoetmoval.

This provision appears to carry forward, in sewergdakened form, 12 DCMR
3107.13Dangerous Sgns. The existing provision places an affirmative duty



on the code official to order the sign to be “takeown, removed, or made
safe”, and places an affirmative duty to comply orthe “owner, occupant,
agent, or person having the beneficial use” of theremises. The proposed
new provision should be amended so as to do the sam

705.6 All signs displayed without a required pershiall be deemed unauthorized and
shall be subject to removal.
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706 TEMPORARY SIGNS ON PRIVATE PROPERTY

706.1 Temporary sales or leasing signs indicatiegatvailability of the new property on
which they are displayed for sale or lease mayis@al/ed subject to a permit for
no more than one hundred eighty (180) days and ahatiain the date of the
sign’s initial display.

706.2 Temporary directional signs indicating th&dlhmy of an event or a real estate
open house at a particular property may be disgdlaythout a permit; provided
that these signs are first posted on the day oéveat and are removed within
one (1) hour after the event concludes.

706.3 Temporary business identification signs magisplayed, subject to a permit, on
premises where building operations are being caeducPermits shall be issued
for these signs if they will be erected on tempptzarricades, covered walkways,
construction offices, or the public space betwdenuilding and the structure.

As suggested above, this provision should be ingmrated by reference in
605, Temporary signson public space . Alternatively, the phrase “or the
public space between the building and the structufeshould be deleted here,
and incorporated into a new provision dealing withtemporary business
identification signs in public spaceo be included at that point.

706.4 Temporary project identification signs maydisplayed on construction sites,
subject to a permit. These signs may contain #meas and addresses of the
engineers, architects, contractors, and finangisgtutions and ..may identify the
project or purpose of the building. These sigradldie removed upon completion
of the building operations, or sooner, if the enémnent official finds that
removal is necessary to preserve the public hesdfiety, or welfare.

706.5 Banners attached to a building shall require a erm
706.6 Non-commercial signs may be displayed on residieptaperty or in a public parking by
the owner or occupant of the property, or the ovanerccupant of the property

adjacent to the public parking, without a permigypded, that:

(@  The sign complies with the structural requiremestéted in chapter 11 of
this title;
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(b) The sign is not:
(1)  Aroof sign;
(2)  Avariable message sign;
(3) A projecting sign;
(4)  Abillboard;
(5) llluminated; or
(6)  Audible; and

(c) The sign is not more than twenty square feet (2@ 3gn area.
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PERMANENT DIRECTIONAL SIGNS

Signs not more than six square feet (6 sq. ftar@a attached to a building
indicating the location of parking facilities foagpons shall be allowed under
permit.

Carries forward (in part) 3107.6.8
Return to Table of Contents

PROJECTING SIGNS This section caries forward 12A DCMR 3107.7.- .5

Signs projecting from or beyond a buildimgelor building restriction line shall
be allowed in Commercial and Industrial Distri@s,defined in the Zoning
Regulations, when supported on iron or steel bitacked stayed securely, or
affixed in an approved equivalent manner, sub@thé limitations imposed by
chapter 11 of this title.

No sign may project more than forty-two inches if#2 beyond the interior lot
line or building restriction line, on the streatritage of a building.

Hooded lights may be placed on projectingssgplely to illuminate the signs,
but the hoods of the lights shall not project miian an additional six inches (6
in.).

No part of a projecting sign shall have tess eleven feet (11 ft.) clearance
above the surface of a sidewalk or any other spaed by pedestrians, nor less
than fifteen feet (15 ft.) clearance above theas@fof any driveway in public
space.
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No portion of a projecting sign shall extewer public space closer than eighteen
inches (18 in.) from the curb lane. No sign, idahg illumination, shall project
more than six inches (6 in.) beyond the buildimg lin alleys.

Double-faced projecting signs on the frobwifdings shall not extend above the
roof or parapet a distance of more than one-tHif8) (of the height of the sign nor
more than four feet (4 ft.). Such signs may retuwrer the roof or parapet not
over eighteen inches (18 in.) back of the facénefwall.

No sign attached to a building or installacpdvate property and projecting over
public space shall be erected or hung so as togssway, or revolve in any
manner, except banners or flags. The supportsdoners and flags shall be
installed so as to be rigid.

Signs may be supported by canopies, margpeggos, and roofs of show
windows constructed so as to safely support thghteif the sign or signs, in
addition to the required snow and wind loads. €hsgns shall not extend more
than forty-two inches (42 in.) beyond the buildlirge.

No banner, sign, or flag used for advertising pagsoshall be displayed on any
building, wall, fence, pole, or structure unlegseamit for it has been issued, nor
shall any banner, sign, or flag extend over pubfp@ce more than forty-two

inches (42 in.).

Signs may be placed or painted on the etfiaces of valances, or on top of or
hung from a canopy, marquee, portico, or awning if:

(a) The sign consists of one horizontal line of lettech letter not to exceed
twelve inches (12 in.) in height;

(b) The line of letters designates only the street remdb the premises and
the name of the occupant or building or trade naand,;

(c) In Residential and Special Purpose Districts, flgassare for apartment

houses and hotels only.
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SIGNS ON ROOFS This section carries forward 12 DCMR 3107.7.2.
Signs on roofs are allowed if:

(@ They are not erected above the height limit esthbli by the Zoning
Regulations;

It is not clear which height limit is intended her¢he building height
measured to the roof or parapet, or the total hengiuding any allowable
roof structures. The old regulation, 3107.7.2pputs to allow a sign to
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(b)

(©)
(d)

extend to the height allowed by the Zoning Regafegiforany structure
that is permitted to exceed the bulding heighe= not just penthouses,
but smokestacks, towers, minarets and spiresarfgother support media
extending above said height limit” (what this Ipktase refers to is not
clear). Thus a 100 square foot sign could be mal)®tg., at the top of a
church steeple. This is obviously unacceptable fartdnately both the

old and the proposed regulation render it imposdilyl establishing limits
on the size and dimensions of the sign and itshheilgove the building
parapet.

We presume that it is not intended to restrictitight of roof signs to the
allowable building height as measured to the toghefroof or parapet,
since that would make it impossible to place a sigthe roof or parapet..
If so, and since under those limits no signs cbads high as even the
maximum height allowed for a penthouse roof stmecfourrently 18.5
feet, 11 DCMR 400.7)i is not clear that any reference is needed in
this section to the “height limit established by tle Zoning

Regulations.” That reference should probably be stick.

The base of the sign is not less than six inchés.&or more than
eighteen inches (18 in.) above the roof parapetavaivhich it is erected
or affixed,;

The height of the sign does not exceed half ofatitgh of its base; and

The maximum area of the sign does not exceed oméréd square feet
(100 sq. ft.) unless specifically allowed by themiting official.

All roof signs shall be securely braced stened with lag screw expansion
bolts, anchor plates, or by another approved stralty sound method, to prevent
accidents in high winds.

Roof signs shall not be erected or hung $o swing, sway, or revolve in any
manner.

Complete structural plans indicating roofstauiction, method of attachment, and
sign framing shall be provided with all applicatdior permits for signs on roofs.
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WALL SIGNS

Wall signs that have an area exceeding soytyare feet (40 sq. ft.) shall be
constructed of metal or other approved noncomblestiaterial.

The permitting official may issue permitgtsplay a sign or signs on those side
walls of a corner building which abut a public stteor on those side walls of
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buildings that have a public entrance opening tifiess purposes in an alley,
when these signs comply with this chapter.
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GROUND AND POLE SIGNS

Unless prohibited by the permitting offiaalin violation of this chapter, the
structural frame of ground and pole signs shallbgoerected above the following
heights:

(a) For combustible materials, thirty five feet (35 fibove the ground; and

(b) For noncombustible material, one hundred feet fLp@bove the ground.

Where wood anchors or supports are embeddbd soil, the wood shall be
pressure treated. All fasteners shall be of cosrosesistant material.
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VARIABLE MESSAGE SIGNS

This section incorporates portions of 3107.7R&/olving signs, but drops most

of it. It appears to be largely new, to accommedww technology, while
stopping short of the full tech blowout allowedproposed for “Designated
Entertainment Areas”. It amounts to an escalatmothe intrusiveness of
commercial outdoor advertising in Commercial angdustrial zones, and would
doubtless be regarded by the outdoor advertisitgsiny as a camel’s nose under
the tent. It would make it possible to turn eveighborhood commericial

districts into “little Gallery Places” all over tluity, without review by interested
residents, property owners, ANCs or othdtshould be struck, except to the
extent that it carries forward existing provisionsin 12A DCMR.

Variable message signs shall be permitt€bmmercial and Industrial Districts
as defined in the Zoning Regulations, when locatgdely upon the land of the
owner and not projecting beyond the building lisehject to the conditions of
this section. As used in this Section, “variablessage sign” includes a revolving
sign or a sign that displays 3-dimensional, movargmated, or digitally-
changing images or text. Full motion video sigres@ohibited.

Variable message signs are prohibited onoibfs of buildings or structures.

Complete details of the erection and opamaif variable message signs shall be
submitted with the sign permit application.

The area of variable message signs shadixuated forty square feet (40 sq. ft.)
per face.
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Variable message signs shall have nothesseight feet (8 ft.) clearance above
the adjacent ground level and the total heighhefdign above grade shall not
exceed twenty feet (20 ft.).

Exposed lights or tubing are prohibited ariable message signs, and
illumination shall be from indirect or internal soas.

The duration of each display may not betless eight (8) seconds and the
transition time between messages may not be gridaiertwo (2) seconds.

No variable message sign may be installedadntained if DDOT has
determined that the sign location, size, or he@didve grade negatively impacts
vehicular traffic safety.
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REAL ESTATE SIGNS

One (1) sign for the sale, rent, or leadarad or premises may be placed on
private property or attached to the exterior of hoyding with the written
consent of the owner or the owner's agent. A pgasmot required for signs
under six square feet (6 sq. ft.).

The area of a real estate sign shall noteektveenty square feet (20 sq. ft.) if
located within a residential district, or sixty sge feet (60 sq. ft.) if located
outside a residential district.

Real estate signs shall be located on #maipes advertised.

A real estate sign exceeding six squarg(@esq. ft.) shall require a permit and
shall be subject to the time limitations in § 706.1

In a Residential District, as defined in lmming Regulations, one (1) sign for the
sale, rent, or lease of land or premises may leegdlan private property or
attached to the exterior of the building with tlemsent of the owner or the
owner's agent; provided, that if the sign exceedsquare feet (6 sq. ft.), it shall
require a permit and shall not exceed twenty soiemte(20 sq. ft.).

In a non-Residential District, an owner aruggant of a building up to four (4)
stories tall may display one (1) sign for the sed@f, or lease of land or premises
on private property or attached to the exteriathefbuilding with the consent of
the owner or the owner's agent; provided, thdtefgign exceeds six square feet
(6 sq. ft.), it shall require a permit and shalt emceed sixty square feet (60 sq.
ft.).
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In a non-Residential District, an owner acugzant of a building more than four
(4) stories tall may display signs for the saletrer lease of land or premises to
be placed on private property or attached to theriex of the building with the
consent of the owner or the owner's agent; provitted if a sign exceeds six
square feet (6 sqg. ft.), it shall require a pelanid the total square footage of all
real estate signs shall not exceed eight hundrearsdeet (800 sq. ft.).
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MAXIMUM SIZE OF SIGNS

In any district other than a Residentigbpecial Purpose District, the total area
of sign or signs subject to the provisions of tthapter and attached to, displayed
from, or erected upon any building, lot, or pam@iland, shall not exceed the
limits prescribed in 88 715 through 719.

For purposes of clarity and simplification, this setion should be folded into
723.1, which already incorporates it by reference.
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ONE-STORY BUILDINGS

715.1 Signs on one-story buildings shall be mgdathan two square feet (2 sq. ft.) for each

716

716.1

716.2

foot of width of the front of the building. Thegsi shall only advertise the
business or profession of the owner or an occupfatie building, and the signs
shall be placed on the front within the limits bétportion of the front in which
the advertised business is located. Roof sign rsbiaexceed one hundred
square feet (100 sq. ft.) facing any one streettége.
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FIRST FLOOR STORES OR BUSINESSES IN MULTI-STARY
BUILDINGS

The provisions of § 715 shall apply, exdkpt signs for first floor stores or
businesses in multi-story buildings shall be ndhkighan twenty feet (20 ft.)
above the sidewalk.

The total area of all signs above the twégt (20 ft.) height specified in § 716.1
shall not exceed the limits set forth in Table ,#b8 each street frontage.

TABLE 716
SIGNS ABOVE THE FIRST STORY



AREA OF WALL ABOVE MAXIMUM ALLOWABLE
20 FEET AREA OF
ABOVE THE SIGNS ABOVE
SIDEWALK, 20 FEET
ON STREET ABOVE
FRONTAGE SIDEWALK
(square feet) ON STREET FRONTAGE
Up to 1600 40 sq. ft.
Over 1600 up to 4000 1/40 of area orf] V\_/all above 20 f
eight
100 sg. ft. roof signs, or 1/40 o
area of wall
Over 4000 above 20 ft.
height for signs
below roof
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717 SINGLE-OCCUPANCY BUILDINGS

717.1 Where an entire building over one story iighieis occupied by one business,
store, or occupant, the total area of all signeach street frontage shall not
exceed the limits set forth in Table 717.

TABLE 717
SIGNS ON SINGLE-OCCUPANT MULTI-STORY BUILDINGS

MAXIMUM ALLOWABLE
AREA OF WALL AREA OF
ON STREET FRONTAGE SIGNS ON
(square feet) STREET
FRONTAGE
Up to 4000 100 sq. ft.
1/40 of area of wall, of which
not more than
Over 4000 100 sq. ft. is
above the roof
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718 UNIMPROVED LOTS OR LOTS WITH A SMALL OFFICE
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Where a business is conducted on an uniragriot or a lot with a small office,
two square feet (2 sq. ft.) of sign area for eadit bf street frontage is permitted,
up to a maximum of one hundred fifty square fe&0(4q. ft.) per frontage. The
area of the signs on buildings shall not exceetighamitted under § 715.
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PARKING RATE SIGNS

Where 24 DCMR 8§ 609 requires the posting e¢hedule of automobile parking
rates, a sign setting forth this schedule, not ntiwaa twenty square feet (20 sq.
ft.) in area, is permissible, in addition to theas otherwise allowed under 88 715
through 718.
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TEMPORARY AUTOMOBILE PARKING LOTS

Where the permitting official approves tengpp automobile parking lots the
total area of signs for each lot shall not exceeshty square feet (20 sq. ft.)
facing each street upon which the lot has a vehaichtrance. This area is in
addition to separate signs authorized under otfmfigons of this title.
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SIGN SUPPORTS

Signs on private property shall be suppastedosts or pilasters, subject to
permit, but shall not be placed so as to extend awealkway or roadway unless
there is at least eight feet (8 ft.) of clearanoeva the walkway or fifteen feet (15
ft.) of clearance above the roadway.
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APARTMENT HOUSE SIGNS

For apartment houses, signs shall be limit¢de name and house number of the
building. These signs shall only be permissiblady face the street or streets
upon which entrances to the building are locatdartment house signs shall not
exceed the limits set forth in Table 722 for eachding frontage. Signs placed
on a marquee, canopy, or awning, as allowed und@68shall not be counted
towards the area limitation given in Table 722 r #h@ purposes of this section, a
group building erected under a covenant shall Imsidered a single building.

TABLE 722
APARTMENT HOUSE SIGNS
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MAXIMUM ALLOWABLE
SIZE OF
SIGN ON
STREET FRONTAGE
(square feet)
Up to 45 4
Over 45 up to 50 5
Over 50 up to 55 6
Over 55 up to 60 7
8
9

STREET FRONTAGE
(feet)

Over 60 up to 65
Over 65 up to 70

Over 70 up to 75 10
Over 75 up to 80 11
Over 80 up to 85 12
Over 85 up to 90 13
Over 90 up to 95 14
Over 95 up to 100 15
Over 100 up to 105 16
Over 105 up to 110 17
Over 110 up to 115 18
Over 115 up to 120 19
Over 120 20
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OFFICE BUILDINGS, COMMERCIAL, OR INDUSTRIAL US ES

For buildings or premises approved by tharBaf Zoning Adjustment or Zoning
Commission for office, commercial, or industriabasthe total area of signs for
each building or premises shall not exceed thetesfsthe limit prescribed in
§714.1, or forty square feet (40 sq. ft.), or satter limitation imposed by the
Board of Zoning Adjustment or Zoning Commissiorhe$e signs shall be
attached flat against the wall of the building ssl¢hey are governed by § 720.

Signs governed by 8§ 723 shall be permittedamopies, marquees, porticos, and
awnings located entirely on private property, whdisplayed in the manner and
with the limitations stated in 8 405. These sighall be counted towards the
maximum allowable area of signs.

Signs marketing new residential units fot & lease shall be allowed for a
maximum of one hundred eighty (180) days from ddtissuance of the first
certificate of occupancy. Size shall be subje¢h&limitations in § 722.

Where 24 DCMR 8§ 609 requires that a scheafud@itomobile parking rates be
posted, a setting forth this schedule, not more theenty square feet (20 sq. ft.)
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in area, shall be allowed on office, commercialingiustrial buildings in addition
to the areas permitted under § 720.
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RESIDENTIAL OR SPECIAL PURPOSE DISTRICT LIMITA TIONS

No sign or signs shall be allowed in anyitRegial District, as fixed by the
Zoning Regulations, unless the permitting offiéssues a permit in accordance
with this section.

This section shall not be construed to gragitgreater area or illumination than
limited by specific order of the Board of Zoning jastment or Zoning
Commission. If a specific order prohibits any sagrillumination, the specific
order shall take precedence over this section.

Residential District signs on private préypshall be located on the portions of
the building or premises occupied by the use fockvthe signs are authorized.

Residential District signs shall be illumethby steady white lighting only. No
fluctuating, pulsating, or moving lights or lighgyrdesigned to change appearance
in any manner shall be allowed in a Residentiatrigts Where illumination of
signs located in Residential Districts is by gdse) these tubes shall not be
visible but may be arranged so as to provide ictlirght.

For buildings or premises located in Spediapose Districts, as defined in the
Zoning Regulations, the total area of signs sulifethis section shall not exceed
the limits set forth in Table 724, nor those impgbbg any specific order of the
Board of Zoning Adjustment or Zoning Commission.

TABLE 724
SIGNS IN SPECIAL PURPOSE DISTRICTS

MAXIMUM ALLOWABLE
SIZE OF

STREET FRONTAGE SIGN ON

(feet) STREET FRONTAGE
(square feet)

Up to 40 40 sq. ft.

Over 40 up to 100 1 sq. ft. per foot of frontage
100 sq. ft. plus

Over 100 0.5 sq. ft. per foot of frontage
over 100




724.6 A permit shall not be required for a narapto advertise a home occupation;
provided, that it is one square foot (1 sq. ft.Jems in area and bears only the
name and occupation of the occupant of the building

724.7 This section shall not be construed totgrag greater area or illumination than
limited by specific order of the Board of Zoning jastment or Zoning
Commission. If such a specific order prohibitsginr illumination, the specific
order shall take precedence over this section.
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CHAPTER 8 DESIGNATED ENTERTAINMENT AREA SIGNS
Please see separate comments on this Chapter.
800 APPLICABILITY
800.1 This chapter shall govern signs within DesignatateEainment Areas (DEAS).
800.2 DEAs shall include the following:

(@  The Gallery Place Project as described in D.C.d@iffiCode § 47-
2005(30)(B) (2012 Supp.), except that the lots awsmy the project have
been combined and are now known as Lot 50 in Sgl&te the private
alley located between the project and the progeroyn as the Verizon
Center, Square 455, Lot 47; and the northern fagatlee Verizon Center;

(b)  The Verizon Center property and building locate@a@are 455, Lot 47,
including the Gallery Place Metro Entrance on tbmer of 7th and F
Streets, NW,

(c) The Southwest Waterfront (SW Waterfront), includihg Southwest Fish
Market, between Maine Avenue, SE, and the Washm@teannel, from
the 12th Street Expressway to a line north of M&trSW, as it would be
extended to Washington Channel,

(d) The Ballpark Area between South Capitol Street, &g, First Street, SE,
from M Street, SE, to Potomac Avenue, SE, excegitrib signs shall be
placed facing South Capitol Street or Potomac Aeeaund

(e)  Other areas the Mayor designates.
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800.1(c) The Ballpark Area 800.1(d) SW Waterfromdl &ish Market

For reasons explained separately, 88800.2 (c) ardt) 6hould be struck,, and
8800.2(e) should be modified to require, in ordera establish a new DEA,
affirmative action by the Council on detailed propaals identifying precisely what
types of signs are to be displayed, and under whapecial terms and conditions
applicable specifically to the area in question, othe basis of specific information
about each sign proposed for the area; if initiatedy the Mayor, any proposal to
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800.4
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801.1
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802

802.1

create a new DEA must go to the Council as a proped rulemaking for approval by
the Council.

Unless otherwise exempted, signs in DEAB bhaubject to this title and all
other applicable statutes and regulations.

DEA signs may include outdoor graphics asdalis, banners, digital screens,
digital video monitors, theater marquees, and fixed animated signs for
commercial establishments located within a DEA.

DEA signs may also include projections ofistar moving images onto:

@) The Gallery Place Project, including the privateylocated between the
Project and the property known as the Verizon Gente

(b) Buildings in squares 700 and 701 within the Bakparea, with the
exception of any facade facing South Capitol Streed

(c) Non-residential buildings within the SW Waterfrowith the exception of
any facade facing Maine Avenue, SW.
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PERMITTING AND ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS

The permitting and enforcement official resgble for issuing permits and
enforcing the provisions of this title for signs private property within a DEA
shall be the Director of DCRA.

The permitting official responsible for issgipermits and enforcing the
provisions of this title for signs on public spaei¢hin a DEA shall be the

Director of DDOT.
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APPLICANT QUALIFICATIONS

At the time of the submission of the appiarathe applicant shall:

€)) Have a valid Basic Business License authorizingag@icant to do
business as a business engaged in outdoor advegiitisine District of
Columbia;

(b) Have a valid Good Standing Certificate issued byRBCand

(c) Be in compliance with the Clean Hands Act.
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803 PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS

803.1 An application for a permit under this cleaghall be made in a form required by
the permitting official and shall include:

(@8  The name, address, telephone number, and emadssddf the applicant
and property owner;

(b) Plans drawn to scale, showing the details of canson, dimensions,
lettering, and method of attachment of the sign;

(c) Drawings showing the graphics proposed for display;

(d) The proposed location of the sign(s) by the stadetess of the building
or premises and the face direction of the wallwfexe (e.g.,
northern-facing);

(e) The width of the premises or the width and heidttihe building, or any
other dimensions the permitting official deems sseey to determine the
allowable area of the sign;

()] Specifications or other information describing tiige and thickness of
materials for the sign and its supports;

(@)  An affidavit signed by the applicant or the appfita duly authorized
representative certifying compliance with the Clétmds Act;

(h)  An affidavit signed by the property owner showirggsent to the
placement of the sign and to the application afvaht enforcement
mechanisms included in chapter 12;

0] Any other applicable permit required by this tited

0) Such other information as the permitting officiahyrequire.

803.2 Sign permits shall be issued in the nanmbeapplicant and shall pertain solely
to the location identified on the permit.
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804 ACTION ON A PERMIT APPLICATION

804.1 The permitting official shall not issue arspermit if the sign would be located
on a property:



804.2

804.3

804.4

804.5

804.6

804.7

804.8

805

€)) Classified by the Office of Tax and Revenue (OT&C#ass 3 or Class 4
for property tax assessments; or

(b)  Whose owner of record, as listed in the properntyrégords of OTR, at the
time the application is submitted cannot demonsitampliance with the
Clean Hands Act or owes more than one hundredrddf4.00) in taxes
or delinquent fines to the District of Columbia,esdenced in the records
of OTR.

No application shall be complete until afbrmation required by this chapter is
filed and all required fees are paid.

The time frames included in this chapterlsi@lapply until the permitting
official determines that the application is comelet

The permitting official shall refer all apaitions for DEA sign permits to DDOT
and OP within ten (10) days after the permittinficadl determines that the
application is complete. DDOT and OP shall revibe application and make
recommendations before a permit is issued.

DDOT and OP shall submit a written repothe permitting official within sixty
(60) days from the referral date, except that grenitting official may allow an
extension of up to thirty (30) additional days.

Notwithstanding 8 804.5, signs and relatattliimg features subject to the
jurisdiction of the Commission shall be referredite Commission for review
and recommendation pursuant to chapter 3 of thesprior to review by DDOT
or OP.

The permitting official shall review and apye or deny a DEA sign permit
application within twenty (20) days after the espion of the time period
provided in § 804.5.

No permit shall be granted if, within thaei period provided in this section:

(@  The Director of DDOT reports in writing that theclgion, size, lighting,
or height above grade of the sign negatively imgpaehicular traffic
safety or violates federal sign requirements; or

(b)  The Director of OP reports in writing that the pogpd sign would
adversely impact the character and integrity ofDEA or the
immediately adjacent neighborhood.
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GENERAL DEA REQUIREMENTS



805.1

805.2

805.3

805.4

805.5

805.6

805.7

805.8

The following requirements shall apply tol#HA signs.

Variable message signs may be permitteueiptivate alleys and private spaces
that are open to the general public subject tatmalitions of § 712.

Signs that identify a specific location oivate property such as a pier, market,
or stadium are allowed across entrances to theséidos, including private alleys
and private spaces that are open to the generatpub

No single sign shall exceed an area otlomgsand two hundred square feet
(1,200 sq. ft.).

No sign shall have such intensity or briltie as to cause glare or impair the
vision of any driver, otherwise interfere with ttiever's operation of a motor
vehicle, cast light directly or indirectly intosidential units, or adversely impact
an owner's enjoyment of residential property lodatéhin or adjacent to a DEA.

No sign shall have audio or sound other teaminimis sound caused by general
operation.

No digital screen, digital video monitor,amimated sign or image shall be placed
on the exterior of any building in a DEA such ttia digital screen, digital video
monitor, or animated sign or image is directly asrrom and parallel to any
residential building

Notwithstanding the provisions of § 709.1frsigns in a DEA shall be subject to
the following restrictions and requirements:

€)) No part of a roof sign or its support structurellstreceed the lesser of the
permitted height limit of the zoning district in wh the sign is placed or
ninety feet (90 ft.);

(b)  The maximum total length of a roof sign shall begneater than seventy
percent (70%) of the building width;

(c) The maximum total height of a roof sign shall be lésser of twenty five
percent (25%) of the building height or ten feé {tl);

(d)  The maximum total area of all roof signs placedona (1) roof shall be
two-hundred square feet (200 sq. ft.);

(e) No more than two (2) signs shall be placed on &sbany building;
® A roof sign shall not have moving graphics or fiaghor strobe lights;

(@)  All roof signs shall be located:



805.9

805.10

805.11

806

(1) Atleastten feet (10 ft.) from interior lot lines;

(2)  Atleast a distance from the edge of the roof etpalxty percent
(60%) of the sign’s total height;

(3)  Such that the plane of the sign face is approxiipa@rallel to the
face of the building; and

4) No closer than five hundred feet (500 ft.) to:

(A)  Aresidential district, as established by the Zgnin
Regulations;

(B)  The National Mall;
(C) A national memorial;
(D) U.S. Capitol Building and Grounds; or

(E)  The White House.

Five hundred feet, the length of an ordinary city tock,
is inadequate to protect against unacceptable vial
intrusion by a 10’ x 20’ sign mounted up to 90 feehigh.
The distance should be expanded to 1500 feet, arfet
protected areas should include historic districts ad
landmarks.

Any sign with motion, including but not lirad to digital screens, digital video
monitors, theater marquees, animated signs andesnag other projections, shall
not change images more frequently than every ég)lgeconds and the amount
of time between changed images is no greater thar{2d) seconds.

The total area of all attached signs onbaiilging facade facing a public street
may not exceed twenty percent (20%) of the toth af that building fagade.

A Special Sign, as defined and regulatechiapter 9 of this title, may be
transferred into a DEA subject to the requiremenhthis chapter and chapter 9,
and shall not count toward the total signs areanfiead by this chapter.

For reasons explained separately, 8805.11 should skeuck.
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SPECIFIC LOCATION REQUIREMENTS



806.1

806.2

806.3

806.4

806.5

Gallery Place Project Graphics shall belaysa in compliance with the
specifications, drawings, limitations, and requiesns set forth in lllustrations 1
through 6 (lllustrations), which are incorporatsdrbference into this chapter and
are available in the office of the permitting ofdic

Notwithstanding § 705, signs may adverti@@mises businesses, including
the goods and services sold at these businessesgigal that:

€) In the Gallery Place Project, the signs are locatedose areas identified
in the lllustrations as the "Corner Heroic Sign &rer the "Additional
Signage Area;"

(b) In the SW Waterfront, the signs are located in¢hereas approximately
perpendicular to Maine Avenue and parallel to theskiihgton Channel,
but not placed facing parallel to Maine Avenue; and

(c) In the Ballpark Area, the signs are facing into aitg or any alley.

8806.2 (b) and (c) should be struck, pending any tiure decisions
establish these DEAs.

Only that portion of a sign allowed under78%.1 and 705.2 to advertise
products or commodities sold on premise may dispidgo, flashing, or
animation.

Notwithstanding § 708, the following specifides apply to projecting Gallery
Place Project Graphics:

@ No Gallery Place Project Graphic located in anyaatgown as
crosshatched in the lllustrations shall projecteritian eight inches (8 in.)
beyond the facade of the structure, and

(b) Gallery Place Project Graphics located in the "&tont Signage Areas”
depicted on the lllustrations shall project no nmitwan forty-eight inches
(48 in.) beyond the building line or building restion line on the street
frontage of a building.

The following signs may be permitted ondpecified location on the Verizon
Center:



900

900.1

900.2

900.3

(@)

(b)

(©)

(d)

(€)

(f)

Two (2) separate digital displays on the westede sif the Verizon
Center, each measuring no more than one thousandumdred square
feet (1200 sq. ft.), which would replace two statinvas displays on the
western side of Verizon Center as they existeduoe 11, 2012;

One (1) digital display that forms a right angleward the southwest
corner of the Verizon Center with each display paféhe digital display
forming the right angle measuring no more than tyéour feet (24 ft.) in
height and forty-three feet (43 ft.) in width witte top of each panel of
the digital display starting at the top of the glasndows on Verizon
Center existing as of June 11, 2012;

Two (2) separate digital displays, each measurcmgare than three feet
(3 ft.) in height and eighteen feet (18 ft.) in Widmounted on the exterior
of the top of the western and southern entrancéset&allery Place

Metro station at the corner of 7th and F StreeW,; N

Up to two (2) digital displays or static canvaspthys in the interior space
above and around the escalators in the Metro statentified in
paragraph (c) above;

One (1) static canvas display that forms a rigigl@around the southeast
corner of the Verizon Center with each panel fogrtime right angle
measuring no more than twenty-four feet (24 ft.henght and forty-three
feet (43 ft.) in width with the top of each suclphbstarting at the top of
the glass windows on the Verizon Center as thestedion June 11, 2012;
and

Up to two (2) separate static canvas displays ere#fstern side of the
Verizon Center, each measuring no more than onestinal two hundred
square feet (1200 sq. ft.).
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CHAPTER 9 SPECIAL SIGNS

APPLICABILITY

This chapter shall govern Special Signs.

A Special Sign shall be defined as one @thirty-two (32) Special Signs
approved by the Director of DCRA, pursuant to theeR for Special Signs
adopted September 22, 2000 (47 DCR 7695).

A Special Sign shall only be displayed omataoor or exterior wall or surface
that is not self-standing, except for the twelve)(Epecial Signs on self-standing
structures that were approved and existing asrafalg 1, 2004.



900.4

901

901.1

902

902.1

902.2

902.3

Sign support structures that are eitheclaiéh to an adjacent building wall or
within twelve inches (12 in.) of an adjacent builgliwall (to ensure that the wall
is not damaged) are not “self-standing” for thepmses of this chapter.
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PERMITTING AND ENFORCEMENT OFFICIAL

The permitting and enforcement official m@sgible for permitting Special Signs
and enforcing the provisions of this title shalltbe Director of DCRA.

Return to Table of Contents

PERMIT REQUIRED

No Special Sign or Special Sign Artwork Ebaldisplayed or transferred without
a Special Sign permit and approval of the artwarkdgcordance with this chapter.

A Special Sign requires both an approveaigp8ign permit and an approved
Special Sign Artwork permit.

The twelve (12) self-standing Special Sigmzavals existing as of January 1,
2004, shall be allowed to remain or be transfewedin the area specified in §
909.1(c); provided, that the transfer of an exgself-standing Special Sign to a
new self-standing sign location is subject to toWing additional conditions:

(@) Atransferred self-standing Special Sign shalldseiéd a Special Sign
permit and shall be allowed to remain in its trensfd location for only a
two (2) year time period beginning on the lattethef date of issuance of
the Special Sign transfer permit or the date afasse of the associated
building permit for the Special Sign structure; and

(b)  The location to which the self-standing SpeciahSgtransferred shall be
a future construction site, to be developed inftneseeable future as
demonstrated by development plans, marketing naédeor ongoing
administrative processes to develop the site.

Self-tanding Special Signs are in every respedttfanally equivalent to
billboards, which the existing and proposed regotest prohibit in the District.,
except that they can be very much bigger thariesvald for DC billboards. This
section carries forward the restrictions on trarsigity now found at 12A
DCMR 317.17.1. Casual observation raises serioastouns about whether this
restriction has been enforced in good faith — vegnie familiar double-faced
Special Sign that has been a fixture &6d New York Avenue NW for years.



DCRA is interpreting the language on calculating tle two-year time period to
mean that a sign can remain indefinitely so long nbuilding permit for the
planned project for the site has been issued, thatterpretation is clearly
wrong and must be changed. The regulation clearlgneans that no self-
standing sign can lawfully exist for longer thanwo years, and super-
annuated freestanding Special Signs should be reqed to be removed.

902.4 No new Special Sign permits shall be isstked Blovember 9, 2000, except
permits for changes in artwork pursuant to § 90%fan transfers of location

pursuant to § 909.
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903 PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS

903.1 An application for a Special Sign permit under tthapter shall be made in a
form required by the permitting official and shiad accompanied by the
following:

€)) Name, address, telephone number, and emaiéssldf the applicant and
property owner,

(b) Unless filed electronically, four (4) copiesdraiwings, drawn to scale,
showing the details of construction, dimensiongeteng, and method of
attachment of the Special Sign;

(c) A statement of the width of the premises ortidth and height of the
building, or any other dimensions deemed necedsatiye permitting
official to determine the allowable area of the SpkSign;

(d) Specifications or other information stating tigge and thickness of
materials to be used for the sign and its supports;

(e) The proposed location of the Special Sign heystreet address of the
building or premises and the face direction ofwla or surface (e.g.,
“northern-facing”);

()] An affidavit signed by the applicant or the &pant’s duly authorized
representative, certifying that the applicant isampliance with § 904
and the Clean Hands Act; and

(9) An affidavit signed by the property owner showimgnsent to the placement of
the Special Sign and to the application of relewaribrcement mechanisms
included in chapter 12.



12A DCMR 317.17.3 requires submission of a IfstlbSpecial Signs existing
within a thousand-foot radius of the proposed liocat\We see no reason for
omitting that requirement here; it should be restoed.

903.2 The permitting official shall refer all applicatiefior Special Sign permits to the
following agencies for review and recommendatiogf®te a permit is issued:

@ DDOT, which shall determine that the Special Signoation, size,
lighting, and height above grade comply with fetlexa and do not
negatively impact vehicular and pedestrian tragéiety ; and

(b)  OP, which shall determine that the Special Sigrsdu violate Chapters
3 and 4.

903.3 The agencies identified in § 903.2 shall submitréten report to the permitting official
within forty-five (45) days from the referral dagxcept that the permitting
official may allow for an extension of up to thif$0) additional days for good
cause.

903.4 Within twenty (20) days of receiving the reportsrir the agencies identified in §
903.2, the permitting official shall approve or ge¢he Special Sign permit
application.

903.5 Special Sign permits shall be issued in the nanmtbeopplicant and shall pertain solely

to the Special Sign location identified on the pigrsubject to the transferability
provisions of § 909.

903.6 No Special Sign shall receive a permit unless fhectal Sign complies with all
applicable District and federal laws and regulagion
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904 APPLICANT QUALIFICATIONS

904.1 An applicant for a Special Sign permit, at the tioiche submission of the application,
shall:

€) Have a valid Basic Business License authorizimgaibplicant to do
business as a business engaged in outdoor advegiitisine District of
Columbia;

(b) Have a valid Good Standing Certificate issued byRBCCorporations
Division; and

(c) Be in compliance with the Clean Hands Act.
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905 SPECIAL SIGN ARTWORK PERMIT

905.1 All Special Sign Artwork shall be approved prioritstallation, whether as new or
replacement artwork for an approved Special Sigasquart of the transfer of a
Special Sign.

905.2 A Special Sign permit holder may change the Sp&ig Artwork on an approved
Special Sign by filing an application pursuant 8.1, except that the
permitting official need not refer the Special SAgtwork to any other agency if
the size and location of the proposed Special 8ityvork is the same as the
Special Sign Artwork that it is replacing.

905.3 A Special Sign Artwork permit application shall fgbmitted in accordance with §
903.1, either with the original Special Sign perapplication or after the issuance
of the Special Sign permit.

905.4 The permitting official shall not approve a Spe&ain Artwork permit if the Artwork
violates District or federal law.

905.5 The permitting official shall review the Speciag8iArtwork permit application and
approve or deny the Special Sign Artwork permitwmtten (10) business days of
its submission.

905.6 The permitting official shall not issue a SpecigrSArtwork permit unless:

(&)  The identification of the sponsor of the SpecigrSwhen provided, is
limited to the bottom center, bottom right, or bottleft corner of the
Special Sign artwork, and is limited to the wor@pbtnsored by [Name
and/or Logo of Sponsor].” This sponsor identifioatshall be no higher
than one-tenth (1/10) of the maximum vertical disen of the face of the
sign, and no wider than one-third (1/3) of the maxm horizontal width
of the face of the sign;

(b)  The Special Sign Artwork is predominantly pictomdth textual matter
on no more than twenty-five percent (25%) of theptily area of the sign.
The space occupied by any sponsor identificatiatl siot be counted
against the twenty-five percent (25%) limitatiohny textual matter or
words contained in the pictures of products orsigas, such as the
labeling on soft drink cans, shall be consideretiopial and shall not
count in the calculation of the percentage of taktoatter; and

(c) Except as provided in § 905.6(a), words includethen
body of the Special Sign Artwork do not directlyindirectly identify the
sponsor or any of the sponsor’s recognizable cagnpaldogans, or serve
as a direct “Call to Action” on behalf of the spons



905.7 The permitting official shall not issue a SpecigjrSArtwork permit if the Special Sign
Artwork would be located on a property:

(@) Classified by the OTR as Class 3 or Class 4 fopgnty tax assessments;
or

(b)  Whose owner of record, as listed in the propentyrégords of the OTR, at
the time the application is submitted cannot dertratescompliance with
the Clean Hands Act or owes more than one hundskarsl ($100) in
taxes or delinquent fines to the District of Coluajlas evidenced in the
records of the OTR.

905.8 Once a Special Sign Artwork permit is approved,géemitting official shall stamp as
“approved” two (2) copies of the artwork. One ¢bpy shall be placed in the
applicant’s permit file and be made available fapection for as long as the
Special Sign remains on display, and one (1) cbpyl be returned to the

applicant.
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906 LOCATION LIMITATIONS ON SPECIAL SIGNS
906.1 No Special Sign shall be displayed upon buildiogknd located in any of the

following areas:

(@  Within one hundred feet (100 ft.) of a Resideniédtrict, as defined in
the Zoning Regulations;

(b)  Within one hundred feet (100 ft.) of a school o with a valid
certificate of occupancy for such use;

(c) Within one hundred feet (100 ft.) of a federal astict of Columbia park
or monument;

(d) Between one hundred and two hundred feet (10Q00-ft.) of a
Residential District, as defined in the Zoning Ragans, unless the sign
faces away from the residential district and icpthat an angle of forty-
five degrees (45°) or less with the closest regidenoning district
boundary line;

(e) In or within sixty feet (60 ft.) of any Historic Blrict, Historic Landmark,
or site listed on the most current edition of tBestrict of Columbia
Inventory of Historic Sites,” unless the Speciairsis located on a side-
wall or back-wall of a building or site outside astlential District, and
HPO approves the Special Sign, if necessary;



907

12A DCMR 317.17.10 requires that special signs istoric Distrct or on a
Historic Landmark or site be removed within six rtienof their erection.
Nothing has changed to diminish the need for thisequirement, and it should
be restored

(f)

(9)

(h)

()

In or within one hundred feet (100 ft.) of premises
within the area controlled by the Old Georgetowrt; Ac

In a Waterfront District if prohibited by the Zomn
Regulations;

On a property that is classified by the OTR as £€&s
or Class 4 for property tax assessments; or

On a property whose owner of record, as listethénproperty tax records
of the OTR, at the time the application is subrditannot demonstrate
compliance with the Clean Hands Act or owes moaa ttne hundred
dollars ($100) in taxes or delinquent fines to Ehstrict of Columbia, as
evidenced in the records of the OTR; or

Viewable from within six hundred sixty feet (660) ibf a federal aid
highway.

12A DCMR 317.17.5.5 requires DDOT to determine thathe proposed
location is “compatible with any existing park or kuilding under the
control of either the District of Columbia or the Federal government,
pursuant to applicable laws and regulations.” Thigprovision has been
dropped, and should be restored.

12A DCMR 317.17.5.6 establishes limits on the detysof Special
Sign locations within a 1000-foot radius. This pvision has been
dropped, and should be restored.
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INSTALLATION

907.1 Except for a self-standing Special Sign, a Spesiigh shall be installed on a building.
No part of either the Special Sign or its suppgrsiructure shall protrude above

the wall upon which it is installed.

907.2 Subject to the limitations placed on the permittadsfer of a self-standing Special Sign
in 8 902, the height of a self-standing SpeciahSilgall not exceed thirty feet (30

ft.). The self-standing Special Sign shall provadéeast eight feet (8 ft.) of

clearance from the ground, as measured from tteeeulj grade.



907.3 A Special Sign shall not be installed on buildingli&/so as to cover any existing
window.

907.4 A Special Sign shall not be installed so as toraki@bove the lowest portion of the
roofline of an existing building.

907.5 The topmost point of a Special Sign or its suppgrstructure shall be no higher than the
allowable height for a new building at the premjsesprovided by the Zoning
Regulations.
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908 ILLUMINATION

908.1 A Special Sign shall not contain any movable partisighly reflective or fluorescent
materials, nor shall it contain 3-dimensional, nmayianimated, or periodically-
changing images or text.

908.2 A Special Sign located within five hundred feet@30) of a Residential District, as
established in thEoning Regulations, shall not be illuminated.

908.3 A Special Sign located more than five hundred (860 ft.)from a Residential District,
as established in th#oning Regulations, may be indirectly illuminated b
projecting artificial light on the surface of thpe®ial Sign. A Special Sign shall
not be internally illuminated and shall not be dansted of or incorporate neon
or any other type of gas or vapor lights.
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909 TRANSFERABILITY OF SPECIAL SIGN LOCATIONS

909.1 A Special Sign permit shall be transferabla hew location only under the
following conditions:

@ The proposed new location of the Special Sgnpalies with all
applicable provisions of this title, and all applite District and federal
law;

(b) Except for transfers from locations presentlysale the area defined in 8§
909.1(c), the transfer is only for the followingusas:

(1)  The lease for the location of the Special Sigraiscelled,
terminated, or otherwise invalid;

(2)  The Special Sign is partially or totally obstructed



(©)

3)

The location of the Special Sign is or would bdaormer feasible
because of construction or development; and

The proposed new location of the Special Sign thiwi

1)

(@)

3)

(4)

The Central Business District (C-4), as definedh®yZoning
Regulations;

The commercial or industrial portions of the Newkévenue
corridor, areas zoned industrial (M, C-M), as dedirn Chapter 8
of the Zoning Regulations;

The jurisdiction of the District of Columbia Spoesd
Entertainment Commission as of November 1, 2001;

The areas within the Central Employment Area that@unded as
follows:

(A)

(B)

(©)

Beginning at the corner of F Street, NW, and 17tke,
NW, west along F Street, NW, to 20th Street, NW{mo
along 20th Street, NW, to Pennsylvania Avenue, M5t
along Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, to 21st Street, Nuvth
along 21st Street, NW, to M Street, NW, east alwihg
Street, NW, to 20th Street, NW, north along 20tke&t
NW, to N Street, NW, east along N Street, NW, tth19
Street, NW, south along 19th Street, NW, to G $tideV,
east along G Street, NW, to 17th Street, NW, saldghg
17th Street, NW, to F Street, NW,

Beginning at the corner of Rhode Island Averiid/, and

M Street, NW, northeast along Rhode Island AveNW,

to Massachusetts Avenue, NW, east along Massadbuset
Avenue, NW, to 15th Street, NW,, south along 15ted&,
NW, to M Street, NW, west along M Street, NW, taHL6
Street, NW, south along the east side of 16th §th#, to

| Street, NW, north along the west side of 16tle&irNW,
to M Street, NW, west along M Street, NW, to Rhode
Island Avenue, NW;

Beginning at the intersection of Massachusetts Aegn
NW, and H Street, NW, east along H Street, NWhto t
closed alley (formerly Smith Court) in the mid-bkoc
between 1st Street, NW, and North Capitol Strewitts
along that closed alley line to G Street, NW, @dsbhg G
Street, NW, to North Capitol Street, south alongtNo
Capitol Street, NW, to Massachusetts Avenue, NW,



910

910.1

910.2

910.3

northwest on Massachusetts Avenue, NW, to H Street,
NW:;

(D) Beginning at the intersection of Florida Avenue,, l[d&d
North Capitol Street, southeast along Florida AvemNE,
to 4th Street, NE, south along 4th Street, NE, t8tkéet,
NE, west along M Street, NE, to 3rd Street, NE tsou
along 3rd Street, NE, to K Street, NE, west alon§tkeet,
NE, to 1st Street, NE, south along 1st Street, tNE;
Place, NE, west along G Place, NE, to North Caj8toéet,
north along North Capitol Street to Florida AvenNg;
and

(E) Beginning at the corner of M Street, SE, and S&@&a4dhitol
Street, east along M Street, SE, to 1st Streets@ih
along 1st Street, SE,, to Potomac Avenue, SE, alesy
Potomac Avenue, SE, to South Capitol Street, reldhg
South Capitol Street to M Street, SE; and

5) Squares 700 and 701, and the baseball stadiunetbbatween N
Street, SE, and Potomac Avenue, SE, and SouthdC&tieet and
First Street, SE; provided that, no Special Sigy faae South
Capitol Street or Potomac Avenue, SE.

For reasons explained elsewhere, this paragrapb. 8@)(5),
which appears to be identical in legal effect touysions regarding
the proposed ballpark area DEA, should be stridiere is no
justification for expanding the permissible areatfee location of

Special Signs.
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REMOVAL

The removal of any Special Sign that is teaindrawn, or attached to an existing
structure shall be done in a manner that leavesxisting structure in a stable,
undamaged, and sign-free condition.

The owner of a Special Sign at a locatioramthorized by § 909 shall remove
the Special Sign in a manner that complies witii@.9 before a Special Sign
permit shall be issued allowing for its transfeatnew location in an area
approved under § 909. The applicant shall subhotggraphic or other evidence
showing that the removal complied with § 910.1.

No Special Sign shall be permitted in atiooafrom which a Special Sign has
been removed if the location is not within an aapproved under § 909.



1000

1000.1

1001

1001.1

1002

1002.1

1003

1003.1

As is the case for Gallery Place and the Verizont€&€ethe provision on Special
Signs dealing with enforcement (12A DCMR 3107.183 been omitted. It
should be restored, to govern enforcement alongk&lgeneral civil infraction
provisions invoked by §81200.1 and .2 of the prepda®gulations
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CHAPTER 10 BILLBOARDS ON PRIVATE PROPERTY

Commendably, this Chapter does exactly what wadetkas to DC billboard
regulations: reaffirm the longstanding ban on h@lboards, identify the small
number of remaining authorized billboards, remdwelong-superfluous
regulations on issuing permits for new billboarasg maintain rules and
procedures for management of the old authorizéddatds for so long as they
exist. Unfortunately it could not deal with theasions of the billboard
prohibition that have been insinuated into DC lanly the most blatant of which
is the authorization of “self-standing Special Sign

APPLICABILITY

This chapter shall govern billboards ownaig property in the District.
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PERMITTING AND ENFORCEMENT OFFICIAL

The permitting and enforcement officiap@ssible for issuing permits and
enforcing the provision of this title shall be tDeector of DCRA.
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PERMITS FOR NEW BILLBOARDS PROHIBITED

A permit shall not be issued for the eoectif a new billboard that is not on the

Authorized List in §1004.2.
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PERMITS FOR AUTHORIZED BILLBOARDS

The owner of an authorized billboard liste§ 1004.2 shall submit to the
permitting official an application for a sign petmursuant to § 202.



1003.2

1003.3

1003.4

1003.5

1004

1004.1

1004.2

The applicant shall renew the permit anguall

The applicant shall submit sufficient infation to allow the permitting official
to determine that the billboard:

€) Contains no moving parts;
(b) Contains no flashing, intermittent, moving,n@on lights;

(c) Will be lighted so as not to permit beams of lighbe directed at any
portion of a public right-of-way or to cause glarempair the vision of
any motor vehicle driver, or otherwise interferéhna driver's operation
of a motor vehicle;

(d)  Will not obstruct or undermine the traffic infornt systems of signs
and lights;

(e) Has not been changed from its original height,,sim@ensions, height
above grade, or any other matter that effect®datlon; and

)] Conforms to all applicable building and electricaties.

The permitting official may issue an anrhidiboard permit renewal if the
conditions in 81003.3 are met.

Failure to renew a billboard permit noraban ninety (90) days after the
issuance of these regulations shall constituteaddranent of the billboard and the
billboard shall no longer be authorized under 84180d this title. The
enforcement official may then require the billbotwde removed or remove the
billboard as unauthorized pursuant to chapter 12.
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AUTHORIZED LIST

Only those billboards that were in existeoc the effective date of this chapter
and that are described in the "Authorized List dBards, Three-sheet Poster
Boards, and Wall Signs," dated November 30, 198 hnaended through the
effective date of this chapter, are authorizeckttoain in place, subject to the
requirements of this chapter.

The “Authorized List of Billboards, Threleegt Poster Boards, and Wall Signs,"
dated November 30, 1931, as amended through tbetieg date of this chapter
(“Authorized List”) is as follows:



LOCATION Number of | Size (feet) | Type

Street Name Address
Second Street SW 211 1 12 x 2% Billboard
Third Street and Florida 1 12 x 25 Billboard

Avenue, NE
Brentwood Road, NE 1021 2 12 x 25 Billboard
Maryland Avenue, NE 1428 1 4x8 Billboard
Montana Avenue, NE 1815 1 12 x 48 Billboard
Riggs Road, NE 190 1 12 x 48 Billboard

1004.3. An authorized billboard listed in § 100/ay be maintained, repaired, altered, or
rebuilt under the authority of a permit issued oy permitting official.
1004.4 No change in size or location of a billboardermitted. All authorized
billboards shall be maintained and repaired in edaace with § 1007.
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1005 RAZED, DEMOLISHED, OR REMOVED BILLBOARDS
1005.1 A billboard included in the Authorized List§ 1004.2 that is razed, demolished,
or removed shall be considered stricken from thiealind shall not be replaced in
any form or in any location.
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1006 UNAUTHORIZED BILLBOARDS
1006.1 Billboards that are not included in the Auitked List in 8 1004.2 and whose

owners cannot produce evidence of a permit issoiethé&ir construction are
unauthorized, shall not be included on the $isgll be immediately removehd
shall not be replaced in any form or in any logatio

The clause inserted above in red should be added.



1006.2

1007

1007.1

1007.2

1007.3

The enforcement official shall notify therer of record of any property where
an unauthorized billboard is located and shall otde removal of the
unauthorized billboard by the property owner purgua chapter 12.
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MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR

Whenever the permitting official finds tlabillboard included in the Authorized
List in 8 1004.2 is not maintained in good repaid &as not deteriorated more
than fifty percent (50%) of its replacement valine permitting official shall
notify the owner of record of the billboard and thwener of record of the real
property on which the billboard is located and otttie repair of the billboard
within a specified time, but not less than ten (@&ys.

If the permitting official finds that thdlbbard has deteriorated more than fifty
percent (50%) of its replacement value, or if thibdard is not repaired within
the time specified in the repair notice sent punst@ § 1007.1, the permitting
official shall notify the owner of record of thelbbard and the owner of record
of the real property on which the billboard is lezhto remove the billboard from
the property within a specified time, but not l#ssn twenty (20) days.

All billboards ordered to be removed shalktricken from the Authorized List in
§ 1004.2 when the time limit set in the removale®ends. Failure to comply
with a removal order shall subject the relevant essnupon adjudication, to the

fines provided for in chapter 12.
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CHAPTER 11 ADDITIONAL STRUCTURAL AND TECHNICAL R EQUIREMENTS

1100

1100.1

1101

1101.1

1101.2

APPLICABILITY

This chapter shall apply to all signs digpthpursuant to this title, including

associated appurtenant and auxiliary devices.
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GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

Signs and sign support structures, togethikrtheir supports, braces, guys and
anchors shall be kept in repair and in a propée sthpreservation. The display
surfaces of signs shall be kept neatly paintecbstqal at all times.

Where not galvanized or constructed of amat@orrosion-resistant,
noncombustible material, signs shall be painted.



1101.3

1101.4

1102

1102.1

1102.2

1102.3

1102.4

The owner or lessee of every sign shall ra@the immediate premises occupied
by the sign in a clear, sanitary, and healthfuldtoon.

No sign shall be displayed in a mannerdbatructs a fire escape or any window,
door, or opening used for egress or that preveaesgassage from one part of a
roof to another. No sign shall be attached toedscape or placed in a manner
that interferes with an opening required for vextidn.

This provision carries forward 12A DCMR 3107.14f bnacceptably narrows it
S0 as to restrict only signs that interfere withvietoaent, egress or ventilation in or
on a building, whereas the existing provision pibdkiblocking windows and
certain other building features (e.g. balconieatfptms) without regard to their
use for ingress and egress. Relatively few windiovasgiven building are likely

to intended for egress, but no window should belblny a sign. Thereforée

text of the existing section should be retainedpcorporating the additional
requirement found in the proposed text (regarding fee passage on the roof,

attachment to a fire escape, and interference witkientilation).
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STRUCTURAL AND MATERIAL REQUIREMENTS

Signs shall be designed and constructedahstand wind pressure as required in
chapter 16 (Structural Design) of the Internatiddaillding Code (IBC), as
amended by title 12-A DCMR (Building Code Suppleten

Signs designed to withstand wind pressunaéise considered capable of
withstanding earthquake loads, except as statdweiiBC.

The allowable working stresses shall satisfyrequirements of chapter 16 of the
IBC, as amended by title 12-A DCMR (Building Codgplement). The

working stresses of wire rope and its fasteningdl siot exceed twenty-five
percent (25%) of the ultimate strength of the rop&asteners, except that:

(@  The allowable working stresses for steel and wdwdl $e in accordance
with chapters 22 (Steel) and 23 (Wood) of the IB€amended by title
12-A DCMR (Building Code Supplement); and

(b) The working strength of chains, cables, guys, eelsibds shall not exceed
one fifth (1/5) of the ultimate strength of the ois cables, guys, or steel
rods.

Signs attached to all structures shall fdysand securely fastened by metal
anchors, bolts or approved expansion screws ocgarit size and anchorage to
safely support the loads applied. The structwesttich signs are attached shall
be designed to support the loads applied. Sigalssbt be attached to or
supported by unbraced parapet walls.



1102.5

1102.6

1103

1103.1

1103.2

1104

1104.1

For design of lateral bracing in the di@cf the length of the sign, the wind
shall be assumed at an angle of forty-five degf4g&% with the front or back of
the sign, and the bracing designed for the forctherprojected area
perpendicular to the wind.

Ground supports shall comply with the follagvrequirements:

(@8  Where wood is embedded in the soil, the wood sieafiressure treated
with an approved preservative; and

(b) Metal materials shall be protected from corrosion.
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COMBUSTIBLE AND INCOMBUSTIBLE MATERIALS

Plastic materials shall burn at a rate stefahan two and one half inches (2 1/2
in.) per minute when tested in accordance with ASYM35.

The following signs shall be made of incostitle material except that sign
capping, decorations, lettering, and moldings maptcombustible materials:

(@)  Wall signs exceeding forty square feet (40 sqiritgrea, flat against or
supported not more than fifteen inches (15 in.)yaftam the wall;

(b) Projecting signs exceeding two and one half sqieste(2 1/2 sq. ft.) in
area;

(c) Ground-supported signs over thirty five feet (3pift height or located
six feet (6 ft.) or less from any building;

(d) Roof signs, irrespective of height or area; and

(e)  Signs using electricity.
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GLASS

Glass in signs shall be double-strengtmpkass, plate glass, or wired glass.
Glass shall be designed per the following tablegpkthat no panel of more than
ten square feet (10 sq. ft.) of glass other thardwylass shall be used in signs
projecting over public space:

MAXIMUM SIZE OF EXPOSED | MINIMUM

(square feet) GLASS

PANEL THICKNESS OF | TYPE OF GLASS




Any dimension Area
(inches) (square inches) (inches)

30

500 1/8 Plain, plate, or wire(

45

700 3/16 Plain, plate, or wired

144

3,600 Ya Plain, plate, or wireg

>144

>3,600 Yy Wired

1105

1105.1

1105.2

1105.3

1105.4

1106

1106.1

1106.2
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ELECTRICAL

A sign shall not be illuminated by othentledectrical means, and electrical
devices and wiring shall be installed in accordamitke the National Electrical
Code, as amended by title 12-C DCMR (Electrical €8dpplement). No spark
or open flame shall be used for display purposésssrspecifically approved.

Except as provided for in § 2611 of the |B@ere internally illuminated signs
have facings of wood or approved plastic, the afesch facing section shall not
be more than one hundred twenty square feet (12f0.)sgnd the wiring for
electric lighting shall be entirely enclosed in #ign cabinet with clearance of not
less than two inches (2 in.) from the facing maieri

The dimensional limit of one hundred twesgyare feet (120 sq. ft.) stated in 8§
1105.2 shall not apply to sign facing sections nfeola flame-resistant coated
fabric (ordinarily known as “flexible sign face glt&c”) that weighs less than
twenty ounces per square yard (20 oz. per sgaydi Xhat, when tested in
accordance with National Fire Protection Associa##01, as amended in title 12-
H DCMR (Fire Code Supplement), meets the fire pgapian performance
requirements of both Test 1 and Test 2, or thagnitbsted in accordance with an
approved test method, exhibits an average burndim&o seconds (2 sec.) or
less and a burning extent of five and nine tenthkes (5 9/10 in.) or less for ten
(10) specimens.

Signs that require electrical service stathply with the National Electrical
Code, as amended in Title 12-C DCMR (Electrical €8dpplement).
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ANIMATED DEVICES

Signs that contain moving sections or ormasnghall have fail-safe provisions
that prevent the section or ornament from relepamd falling or shifting its
center of gravity more than fifteen inches (15.in.)

The fail-safe device shall be in additiotht® mechanism and the mechanism’s
housing that operate the movable section or ornanieshall be capable of



supporting the full dead weight of the section wrament when the moving
mechanism releases.

CHAPTER 12 ENFORCEMENT AND ADJUDICATION

Enforcement and adjudication of this titlalsbe governed by the Department of
Consumer and Regulatory Affairs Civil Infractionstfdf 1985, effective October
5, 1985 (D.C. Law 6-42; D.C. Official Code 8§ 2-1801et seg. (year)) (Civil
Infractions Act), and associated rules at 16 DCM#fiter 31. Infractions and
fines shall be as stated in § 1201 of this chapter.

Notwithstanding § 1200.1, enforcement anddichtion of 88§ 605.1, through
605.7 and § 606, shall be governed by the Littant@b Administration Act of
1985, effective March 25, 1985 (D.C. Law 6-10; DdzZficial Code § 8-80Et
seg. (year)) (Litter Control Act), and associated sug¢ 1 DCMR Chapter 28 and
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1200 GOVERNING AUTHORITY
1200.1
1200.2
24 DCMR Chapter 1300.
1201 SCHEDULES OF INFRACTIONS AND FINES
1201.1

The civil infractions and their respectivee§ stated in the following schedule
shall apply to violations of this title:

SCHEDULE OF INFRACTIONS AND FINES

Infraction (DCMR Citation) Abatement Occurrence | Service Fine

within Hours
60 days

Displaying a permitted sign No $ 500

without the permit number and
the date of the permit’s issuanc
(13 DCMR § 201.2)

(1)

Displaying a sign that does not
comply with the DC
Construction Codes. (13 DCMR
§204.1)

Yes

$ 1000

Displaying a sign without
approval by the Commission of
Fine Arts where such approval

required. (13 DCMR § 302.1)

Yes

$ 2000




Infraction (DCMR Citation)

Abatemen

t Occurrence
within
60 days

Service
Hours

Fine

Displaying a special sign,
billboard, sign on roof, neon
sign, electronic sign, or revolvin
sign in the area controlled by th
Old Georgetown Act. (13 DCMH
§ 304.1)

Yes

~ 1 Q

$ 2000

Displaying a sign associated wi
one (1) business or entity on a
building that takes up more thar
twenty-five square feet (25 sq.
ft.) per street frontage. (13
DCMR § 305.2)

tiNo

$ 100

Displaying illuminated signs
with exposed sources of
illumination within the areas
subject to the Commission of
Fine Arts review. (13 DCMR §
305.3)

Yes

$ 1000

Displaying signs within the area
subject to the Commission of
Fine Arts review that are not
stationary. (13 DCMR § 305.4)

sYes

$ 1000

Displaying a sign without
approval by the Mayor’'s Agent,
Historic Preservation Review
Board, or Historic Preservation
Office, where such approval is
required. (13 DCMR 88§ 402.1,
402.7)

Yes

$ 2000

Displaying a billboard or specia
sign on an historic property or if
an historic district. (13 DCMR §
403.1)

Yes

$ 2000

Displaying a sign on a roof of af
historic property except for

vintage, historic, or replica signs

(13 DCMR § 403.2)

nYes

$ 2000

Installing a television or video
monitor as a sign on the exterio
of an historic property. (13
DCMR § 403.3)

Yes

$ 2000




Infraction (DCMR Citation) Abatement Occurrence | Service Fine
within Hours
60 days
Displaying a television or video| Yes $ 2000
monitor in storefront window
greater than twenty percent
(20%) of area of the window. (18
DCMR § 403.4)
Displaying a sign subject to Yes $ 2000
review by the HPRB on a canopy
if the sign does not identify a
name or trade of an occupant of
the building. (13 DCMR § 406.1))
Displaying a sign subject to Yes $ 2000
review by the HPRB with
lettering or logos greater than
twelve inches (12 in.). (13
DCMR 8§ 406.2)
Displaying a sign subject to Yes $ 2000
review by the HPRB on a
canopy, on a side of a canopy, pr
that is illuminated. (13 DCMR §
406.3)
Displaying a sign on public space&’es $ 2000
without a permit. (13 DCMR §
602.1)
Posting a prohibited temporary | Yes First Offense 8 $ 150
sign in the public space. (13 Second Offense 16 $ 300
DCMR § 605.1) Third Offense | 32 $ 600
Fourth Offense| 100 $2000
Displaying a sign on public spaceres First Offense 8 $ 150
relating to the sale of goods or Second Offense 16 $ 300
services. (13 DCMR § 605.2) Third Offense | 32 $ 600
Fourth Offense| 100 $2000
Allowing a temporary sign to be| Yes First Offense 8 $ 150
posted on a public fixture or in Second Offense 16 $ 300
the public space for more than Third Offense | 32 $ 600
one hundred and eighty (180) Fourth Offense| 100 $2000
days. (13 DCMR § 605.3)
Installation of a temporary sign | Yes First Offense 8 $ 150
in public parking by someone Second Offense 16 $ 300




Infraction (DCMR Citation) Abatement Occurrence | Service Fine
within Hours
60 days

other than the owner or occupant Third Offense | 32 $ 600
of the adjacent public parking. Fourth Offense| 100 $ 2000
(13 DCMR § 605.3)
Allowing a temporary sign Yes First Offense 8 $ 150
related to a specific event to be Second Offense 16 $ 300
posted on a public fixture or in Third Offense | 32 $ 600
public space more than thirty Fourth Offense| 100 $2000
(30) days past the event. (13
DCMR § 605.4)
Displaying a temporary sign onjaYyes First Offense 8 $ 150
public fixture or in public space Second Offense 16 $ 300
greater than six feet (6 ft.). (13 Third Offense | 32 $ 600
DCMR § 605.5) Fourth Offense| 100 $2000
Failure to securely display a Yes First Offense 8 $ 150
temporary sign on a public Second Offense 16 $ 300
fixture or in public space. (13 Third Offense | 32 $ 600
DCMR § 605.5) Fourth Offense| 100 $2000
Displaying a temporary sign onjayes First Offense 8 $ 150
public fixture with adhesive that Second Offense 16 $ 300
is likely to damage the fixture. Third Offense | 32 $ 600
(13 DCMR § 605.5) Fourth Offense| 100 $2000
Displaying a temporary sign onaYyes First Offense 8 $ 150
public fixture or in public space Second Offense 16 $ 300
that blocks any portion of the Third Offense | 32 $ 600
pedestrian or vehicular right of Fourth Offense| 100 $2000
way. (13 DCMR § 605.5)
Displaying more than three (3) | Yes First Offense 8 $ 150
versions of a temporary sign on Second Offense 16 $ 300
one (1) side of one (1) block in Third Offense | 32 $ 600
public space. (13 DCMR § Fourth Offense| 100 $2000
605.6)
Failure to include the date of | Yes First Offense 8 $ 150
posting on a temporary sign in Second Offense 16 $ 300
public space. (13 DCMR 8§ Third Offense | 32 $ 600
605.7) Fourth Offense| 100 $2000
Displaying a temporary Yes First Offense 8 $ 150
construction sign greater than Second Offense 16 $ 300
forty square feet (40 sq. ft.) Third Offense | 32 $ 600
adjacent to residential zoned Fourth Offense| 100 $2000
properties. (13 DCMR § 605.9)
Displaying a temporary Yes First Offense 8 $ 150
construction sign greater than Second Offense 16 $ 300




Infraction (DCMR Citation) Abatement Occurrence | Service Fine
within Hours
60 days
two hundred square feet (200 sq. Third Offense | 32 $ 600
ft.) adjacent to commercial zoned Fourth Offense| 100 $2000
properties. (13 DCMR § 605.9)
Displaying a temporary Yes First Offense 8 $ 150
construction sign greater than Second Offense 16 $ 300
two square feet (2 sq. ft.) for Third Offense | 32 $ 600
each foot of street frontage on a Fourth Offense| 100 $2000
lot. (13 DCMR § 605.9)
Displaying a freestanding sign | No First Offense 8 $ 150
more than three feet (3 ft.) from|a Second Offense 16 $ 300
building wall. (13 DCMR 8§ Third Offense | 32 $ 600
606.3) Fourth Offense| 100 $2000
Displaying a freestanding sign | No First Offense 8 $ 150
more than three feet (3 ft.) from|a Second Offensé 16 $300
building wall or during a time -
when t%e establishmgnt is not Third Offense | 32 $ 600
open for business. (13 DCMR § Fourth Offense| 100 $ 2000
606.3)
Displaying an unsecured No First Offense 8 $ 150
freestanding sign in public space. Second Offense 16 $ 300
(13 DCMR § 606.3) Third Offense | 32 $ 600
Fourth Offense| 100 $2000

Attaching a freestanding sign ta No First Offense 8 $ 150
the sidewalk or any fixture on Second Offense 16 $ 300
public space. (13 DCMR 8§ Third Offense | 32 $ 600
606.3) Fourth Offense| 100 $ 2000
Displaying a freestanding sign | No First Offense 8 $ 150
greater than four feet (4 ft.) tall, Second Offense 16 $ 300
wider than thirty inches (30 in.) Third Offense | 32 $ 600
or advertising goods, wares, Fourth Offense| 100 $ 2000
merchandise, or services not
provided within the
establishment. (13 DCMR §
606.4)
Failure to display a permit No First Offense 8 $ 150
number at least 1 inch (1 in.) in Second Offense 16 $ 300
height on the freestanding sign |in Third Offense | 32 $ 600
public space. (13 DCMR § Fourth Offense| 100 $2000
606.4)
Displaying a freestanding signin  No First Offense 8 $ 150




Infraction (DCMR Citation) Abatement Occurrence | Service Fine
within Hours
60 days

public space that reduces the Second Offense 16 $ 300
clear pedestrian path to less than Third Offense | 32 $ 600
ten feet (10 ft.) in the Central Fourth Offense| 100 $ 2000
Business District or six feet (6
ft.) in all other areas of the
District. (13 DCMR § 606.5)
Displaying a freestanding sign | No First Offense 8 $ 150
indicating parking facilities that Second Offense 16 $ 300
is greater than six square feet (6 Third Offense | 32 $ 600
sq. ft.) without a permit. (13 Fourth Offense| 100 $2000
DCMR § 606.6)
Displaying a banner on public | Yes $ 2000
space without a permit. (13
DCMR § 607.1)
Displaying a banner that extendsYes $ 500
into public space more than
forty-two inches. (42 in.). (13
DCMR § 607.2)
Displaying a banner less than | Yes $ 500
fourteen feet (14 ft.) above the
public space. (13 DCMR 8§
607.2)
Attaching any electrical wiring, | Yes $ 500
lighting, banners, or other similar
objects to trees in public space.
(13 DCMR § 607.4)
Violating any pole restrictions | Yes $ 500
for displaying banners in public
space. (13 DCMR 88 607.8 —
607.12)
Failure to notify the permitting | No $ 500
official when a banner has beer
removed. (13 DCMR § 607.13)
Affixing an unauthorized Yes $ 2000

permanent sign to any fixture of
public space, or displaying an
unauthorized permanent sign o
public space. (13 DCMR 8§
608.2)

-

-




Infraction (DCMR Citation)

Abatemen

t Occurrence
within
60 days

Service
Hours

Fine

Transporting advertising signs
over public space. (13 DCMR §
609.1)

No

$ 500

Placing advertising upon a
sidewalk in public space. (13
DCMR § 610.1)

Yes

$ 500

Defacing any fixture on public
space by use of lime, mortar,
paint, ink, adhesive, chemical,
chisel, or any other material or
device. (13 DCMR § 610.2)

Yes

$ 2000

Marking, painting, or engraving
sidewalk, roadway, curb, or any
other surface on public space fq
the purpose of advertising. (13
DCMR § 610.3)

ayes

-

$ 2000

Attaching any guy-wire, rope,
chain, or other object to a fixturg
on public space for the purpose
of displaying a sign. (13 DCMR
§ 610.4)

Yes

D

$ 500

Climbing or using a tool or
equipment to scale a fixture on
public space, without a permit.
(13 DCMR § 610.5)

No

$ 500

Displaying material on a tree or
in any tree box on public space
(13 DCMR § 610.6)

Yes

$ 100

Nailing, stapling, tacking,
pasting, or similarly affixing any
sign to a tree on public space. (
DCMR § 610.7)

Yes

$ 500

Affixing a sign to the front face

or rear face of a regulatory sign
on public space, or on any part
a traffic signal light or pole. (13
DCMR § 610.8)

Yes

of

$ 1000




Infraction (DCMR Citation) Abatement Occurrence | Service Fine
within Hours
60 days

Placing a sign on public space | Yes $ 500
that pictorially represents the
commission of or the attempt to
commit a crime or depicting
nudity (male or female genitals,
pubic areas or buttocks with less
than a fully opaque covering,
female breasts with less than a
fully opaque covering on any
part of the areola or nipples, or
the covered genitals in a
discernibly turgid or other
recognizable state) or sexual
intercourse or other sexual acts,
(13 DCMR § 610.9)
Displaying a sign on private Yes (DC $ 2000
property without a permit. (13 | Code § 42-
DCMR § 702.1) 3131.01et

Seq.)
Displaying a sign that failsto | Yes (DC $ 100
advertise a bona fide business | Code § 42-
conducted on the premises for | 3131.01et
which certificate of occupancy | seg.)
has been issued. (13 DCMR §
705.1)
Using more than fifty percent | Yes (DC $ 100
(50%) percent of the area of an| Code § 42-
advertising sign to advertise 3131.01et
products or commodities sold opseq.)
the premises. (13 DCMR §
705.2)
Failure to maintain a sign in Yes (DC $ 1000
structurally sound condition. (13 Code 8§ 42-
DCMR § 705.5) 3131.01et

seq.)
Failure to maintain a projecting| Yes (DC $ 1000
sign at the appropriate height an€ode § 42-
distance between the curb and | 3131.01et
property line, and in the seq.)

appropriate condition. (13
DCMR § 708)




Infraction (DCMR Citation) Abatement Occurrence | Service Fine
within Hours
60 days

Failure to securely brace and | Yes (DC $ 1000
fasten a roof sign. (13 DCMR §| Code § 42+
709.2) 3131.01et

seq.)
Maintaining a wall sign with an | Yes (DC $ 1000
area greater than forty square fe€ode § 42-
(40 sq. ft.) not constructed of | 3131.01et
metal or other approved seg.)
noncombustible material. (13
DCMR § 710.1)
Erecting a ground sign or pole | Yes (DC $ 1000
sign above the authorized heightCode § 42-
limit for such signs (DCMR § | 3131.01et
711.1) seq.)
Failure to use pressure treated | Yes (DC $ 1000
wood anchors or supports or | Code § 42-
corrosive resistant fasteners, | 3131.01et
when using such materials to | seqg.)
secure ground signs or pole
signs. (13 DCMR § 711.2)
Placing a variable message signYes (DC $ 2000
on a roof of a building or Code § 42-
structure. (13 DCMR § 712.2) | 3131.01et

seq.)
Erecting a variable message sigrnres (DC $ 2000
on private property that exceeds Code § 42-
the size limit. (13 DCMR 8§ 3131.01et
712.4) seq.)
Erecting a variable message sigrres (DC $ 2000
that exceeds the total height or | Code § 42-
does not have enough clearance3131.01et
above the ground. (13 DCMR §| seq.)
712.5)
Installing a variable message sigifes (DC $ 2000

that displays one image for less
than eight (8) seconds or
transitions between images for
more than two (2) seconds. (13
DCMR § 712.7)

Code 8§ 42-
3131.01et

sed.)




Infraction (DCMR Citation) Abatement Occurrence | Service Fine
within Hours
60 days
Installing a real estate sign that| Yes (DC $ 100
exceeds twenty square feet (20| Code § 42-
sq. ft.) if located within a 3131.01et
residential district, or sixty seg.)
square feet (60 sqg. ft.) otherwise.
(13 DCMR § 713.2)
Locating real estate sign on Yes (DC $ 100
premises other than those beingCode 8§ 42-
advertised. (13 DCMR § 713.3)| 3131.01et
seq.)

Displaying a sign on private Yes (DC $ 2000
property in excess of the size | Code § 42-
limitations specified for each 3131.02et
sign. (13 DCMR § 714.1) seq.)
Using sign posts for signson | Yes (DC $ 2000
private property that extend overCode § 42-
any walkway or roadway unlesg 3131.01et
there is at least eight feet (8 ft.)| seq.)
clearance above the walkway or
fifteen feet (15 ft.) clearance
above the roadway. (13 DCMR
§721.1)
Failure to locate a Residential | Yes (DC $ 100
District sign entirely on private | Code § 42-
property or on the portion of the 3131.01et
building or premises occupied hyseq.)
the use for which the sign is
authorized. (13 DCMR § 724.3)
Using fluctuating, pulsating, or | Yes (DC $ 2000
moving lights or lighting Code § 42-
designed to change appearancée 3131.01et
any manner on a Residential | seq.)
District sign. (13 DCMR §
724.4)
Installing a DEA sign greater | Yes (DC $ 2000
than of one thousand two Code § 42-
hundred square feet (1,200 sq. | 3131.01et

ft.). (13 DCMR § 805.4)

sed.)




Infraction (DCMR Citation)

Abatemen

t Occurrence
within
60 days

Service
Hours

Fine

Installing a DEA sign with
distracting lights. (13 DCMR §
805.5)

Yes (DC
Code § 42-
3131.01et

seq.)

$ 2000

Installing a DEA sign that emits
audio or sound. (13 DCMR §
805.6)

Yes (DC
Code § 42-
3131.01et

sed.)

$ 2000

Installing a digital screen, digita
video monitor, or animated DEA
sign directly across from and
parallel to a residential building.
(13 DCMR § 805.7)

Yes (DC
Code § 42-
3131.01et

seq.)

$ 2000

Installing a DEA sign on a roof
that does not comply with the

standards set forth in Chapter 8.

(13 DCMR § 805.8)

Yes (DC
Code § 42-
3131.01et

sed.)

$ 2000

Installing a DEA sign that
displays one image for less thar
eight (8) seconds or transitions
between images for more than
two (2) seconds. (13 DCMR §
805.9)

Yes (DC
nCode 8§ 42-
3131.01et

seq.)

$ 2000

Installing signs on a building
facade facing a public street thg
exceeds twenty percent (20%) ¢
the total area of that facade. (13
DCMR § 805.10)

Yes (DC
itCode § 42-
pf3131.01et

3 seq.)

$ 100

Projecting a Gallery Place
Project Graphic beyond those
limits specified in this title. (13
DCMR 8§ 806.4)

Yes (DC
Code § 42-
3131.01et

sed.)

$ 2000

Displaying a sign on the Verizof
Center without a permit or in
violation of this title. (13 DCMR
§ 806.5)

nYes

$5 per
square
foot

Displaying a special sign on
private property without a
permit. (13 DCMR § 902.1)

Yes (DC
Code § 42-
3131.01et

sed.)

$ 2000




Infraction (DCMR Citation)

Abatemen

t Occurrence
within
60 days

Service
Hours

Fine

Displaying a special sign on
private property without a speci
sign artwork permit. (13 DCMR
§902.2)

Yes (DC
alCode § 42-
3131.01et

seq.)

$ 2000

Displaying a special sign within
one hundred feet (100 ft.) of a
Residential District, as defined i
the Zoning Regulations. (13
DCMR § 906.1(a))

Yes (DC
Code § 42-
nN3131.01et

sed.)

$ 1000

Displaying a special sign within
one hundred feet (100 ft.) of a
school or church with a valid
certificate of occupancy for suck
use. (13 DCMR § 906.1(b))

Yes (DC
Code § 42-
3131.01et

1seq.)

$ 1000

Displaying a special sign within
one hundred feet (100 ft.) of a
federal or District of Columbia
park or monument. (13 DCMR ¢
906.1(c))

Yes (DC
Code § 42-
3131.01et

5 52.)

$ 1000

Displaying a special sign
between one hundred and two
hundred feet (100 ft.- 200 ft.) of
a Residential District, as definet
in the Zoning Regulations,
without facing the sign away
from the Residential District or
placing the sign at an angle of
forty-five degrees (45°) or less
with the closest Residential
District boundary line. (13
DCMR § 906.1(d))

Yes (DC
Code § 42-
3131.01et

i seq.)

$ 1000




Infraction (DCMR Citation)

Abatemen

t Occurrence
within
60 days

Service
Hours

Fine

Displaying a special sign in or
within sixty feet (60 ft.) of any
Historic District, Historic
Landmark, or site listed on the
most current edition of the
“District of Columbia Inventory
of Historic Sites,” unless the
Special Sign is located outside
Residential District, on a side-
wall or back-wall of the building
or site, and HPO approves the
Special Sign, if necessary. (13
DCMR § 906.1(e))

Yes (DC
Code § 42-
3131.01et

seq.)

$ 1000

Displaying a special sign in or
within one hundred feet (100 ft.
of premises within the area
controlled by the Old
Georgetown Act (D.C. Official
Code § 6-120%t seg. (2008
Repl.)). (13 DCMR § 906.1(f))

Yes (DC
Code § 42-
3131.01et

sed.)

$ 1000

Displaying a special sign in a
waterfront district in violations o
specific prohibitions contained i
the Zoning Regulations. (13
DCMR § 906.1(9))

Yes (DC
f Code § 42+
n3131.01et

seq.)

$ 1000

Displaying a special sign on a
property that is classified by the
Office of Tax and Revenue as
Class 3 or Class 4 for property
tax assessments. (13 DCMR §
906.1(h))

Yes (DC
Code § 42-
3131.01et

seq.)

$ 1000




Infraction (DCMR Citation) Abatement Occurrence | Service Fine
within Hours
60 days
Displaying a special signona | Yes (DC $ 1000
property whose owner of record,Code 8§ 42-
as listed in the property tax 3131.01et
records of the Office of Tax and seq.)
Revenue, at the time the
application is submitted cannot
demonstrate compliance with the
Clean Hands Act or owes more
than one hundred dollars ($100
in taxes or delinquent fines to the
District of Columbia, as
evidenced in the records of the
District of Columbia Office of
Tax and Revenue. (13 DCMR 8§
906.1(i))
Displaying a special sign Yes (DC $ 2000
viewable from within six Code § 42-
hundred sixty feet (660 ft.) of a | 3131.01et
federal aid highway. (13 DCMR| seq.)
§ 906.1(j))
Installing a special sign with any Yes (DC $ 1000
part of either the special sign orf Code 8§ 42-
its supporting structure 3131.01et
protruding above the wall upon| seq.)
which it is installed. (13 DCMR
§907.1)
Installing a self-standing special Yes (DC $ 1000
sign greater than thirty feet (30 | Code § 42-
ft.) in height or without at least | 3131.01et
eight feet (8 ft.) of clearance seq.)
from the ground. (13 DCMR §
907.2)
Installing a special sign that Yes (DC $ 1000
covers an existing window. (13| Code § 42-
DCMR § 907.3) 3131.02et
seq.)

Installing a special sign that Yes (DC $ 1000
extends above the lowest portignCode § 42-
of the roofline of an existing 3131.01et
building. (13 DCMR § 907.4) | seq.)




Infraction (DCMR Citation) Abatement Occurrence | Service Fine
within Hours
60 days

Installing a special sign so that | Yes (DC $ 1000
the topmost point of the special| Code § 42-
sign or its supporting structure is3131.01et
higher than the allowable height seq.)
for a new building at the
premises, as provided by the
Zoning Regulations. (13 DCMR
§ 907.5)
Installing a special sign that Yes (DC $ 1000
contains 3-dimensional, moving, Code § 42-
animated, or periodically- 3131.01et
changing images or text. (13 | seq.)
DCMR § 908.1)
Displaying an illuminated specialYes (DC $ 1000
sign within five hundred feet Code § 42
(500 ft.) of a Residential District, 3131.01et
as established in the Zoning seq.)
Regulations. (13 DCMR § 908.2)
Displaying a special sign that is| Yes (DC $ 1000
internally illuminated or Code § 42-
constructed of or incorporating | 3131.01et
neon, or any other type of gas arseq.)
vapor lights. (13 DCMR § 908.3)
Transfer of a special sign to an| Yes (DC $ 2000
unauthorized location. (13 Code § 42-
DCMR § 909) 3131.01et

Seq.)
Failure to remove a special sign Yes (DC $ 1000
in a manner that leaves the Code § 42-
existing structure in a stable, | 3131.01et
undamaged, and sign-free seq.)
condition. (13 DCMR § 910.1)
Displaying an unauthorized Yes (DC $ 2000
billboard. (13 DCMR § 1003) | Code § 42-

3131.01et

seq.)
Failure to repair a billboard that| Yes (DC $ 500
has deteriorated less than fifty | Code § 42-

percent (50%) of its replacemer
value within the specified
amount of time. (13 DCMR §

t3131.01et
seq.)

1007.1)




Infraction (DCMR Citation) Abatement Occurrence | Service Fine
within Hours
60 days

Failure to remove a billboard thatres (DC $ 500
has deteriorated more than fifty| Code 8§ 42-
percent (50%) of its replacement3131.01et
value within the specified seg.)
amount of time. (13 DCMR §
1007.2)
Failure to remove a billboard thatres (DC $ 500
has deteriorated less than fifty | Code 8§ 42-
percent (50%) of its replacement3131.01et
value but has not been repaired seq.)
within the specified amount of
time. (13 DCMR § 1007.2)
Installing a sign that fails to megtYes (DC $ 1000
the structural and material Code § 42
requirements imposed by this | 3131.01et
title. (13 DCMR § 1102) seq.)
Installing a sign that fails to megtYes (DC $ 1000
the incombustible material Code § 42-
requirements, imposed by this | 3131.01et
title. (13 DCMR § 1103) seq.)
Installing a sign with Yes (DC $ 1000
combustible material that fails to Code § 42-
meet the combustible material | 3131.01et
requirements imposed by this | seq.)
title. (13 DCMR § 1103)
Installing a sign with glass that | Yes (DC $ 1000
fails to meet the glass Code § 42-
requirements imposed by this | 3131.01et
title. (13 DCMR § 1104) seq.)
Installing a sign requiring Yes (DC $ 1000
electrical service, including Code § 42-
illumination, that fails to meet | 3131.01et
the electrical requirements seg.)
imposed by this title. (13 DCMR
§ 1105)
Installing a sign with an Yes (DC $ 1000
animated device or animated | Code § 42-
devices that fails to meet the | 3131.01et
animated devices requirements| seq.)

imposed by this title. (13 DCMR

§ 1106)




1201.2 Any person violating any provision of thtketfor which a specific penalty is not
provided shall be punished by a fine of not moentfive hundred dollars ($500).
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CHAPTER 13 SCHEDULE OF PERMITTING FEES

1300 SCHEDULE OF PERMIT APPLICATION FEES

1300.1 The fees stated in the following schedbbdl apply to permit applications
submitted pursuant to this title:

Signs on Public Space

Application Fee $50

Permit Fees
Freestanding sidewalk sign $50
(8606 - A-frame, sandwich board or other portalvikt sign)
Banners (8 607) $50 per light pole
Permanent signs (§608) $135
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CHAPTER 99 DEFINITIONS
Suggestions for additional definitions have beewited at two points above.
9900.1 As used in this title, the following terstgll have the meaning ascribed:

ASTM —the American Society for Testing Materials.

Awning — an architectural projection that provides weatiretection, identity or
decoration and is wholly supported by the buildimgvhich it is attached. An
awning is composed of a lightweight, rigid skeletructure over which a
covering is attached.

Banner —a hanging sign, typically of fabric, that can beagyerpendicular or
parallel to the face of a building.

Billboard — a permanent signboard or structure on whickretj or images can
be attached or posted, as further defined in ti Building Code.



Bulletin — a free-standing or wall-mounted sign box usuediystructed of metal
with a hinged glass face, housing a letter boar@i@angeable copy.

Call to Action — an explicit, specific or blatant message to consarfrem the
sponsor that asks consumers to take action by asirady using, or considering
the use of a sponsor's product or service, inctugnoviding price or value
information and inducements to act.

Canopy —an architectural projection that provides weafiretection, identity, or
decoration and is supported by the building to Whigs attached and at the outer
end by at least one stanchion. A canopy is cormgrid a rigid structure over
which a covering is attached.

Chinatown — the area bounded by Mount Vernon Square, Massatis Avenue
NW, 5th Street, NW, G Street, NW, and 8th Stre&t/,ds defined by title 10-B
DCMR chapter 24.

Chinatown Steering Committee- the Chinatown community organization,
authorized under Mayor’s Order 89-132, effectiveel@, 1989, to advise the
District government on physical, economic, and aaanpacts in Chinatown.

Chinatown Design Guidelines Study Report the publication that establishes
building design guidelineand streetscape standards@hinatown. See
http://planning.dc.gov/DC/Planning/In+Your+Neighbood/Wards/Ward+2/Sma
[I+Area+Plans+&+Studies/Chinatown+Design+Guidelin8gidy

Clean Hands Act —Clean Hands Before Receiving A License or Permitdgic
1996, effective May 11, 1996 (D.C. Law 11-118; DQficial Code § 47-286%t

seg. (2012 Supp.)).
Commission— the Commission of Fine Arts.

Designated Entertainment Area— any location recognized by the Mayor as a
destination venue that provides events, performgarareactivities designed to
entertain others.

Directional Sign — a sign providing information, either writtenwasual, that
helps direct a person to a destination.

Display — to erect, hang, place, post, paint, or maintaiga

Drip Line — the area beneath the tree canopy which extendsdrtsee trunk’s
outermost leaves.

Event — an occurrence, happening, activity, or seriesctiVities, specific to an
identifiable time and place, if referenced on tigm stself or reasonably
determined from all circumstances by the enforcdro#icial.



Fixture — a permanent installation on public space thdudes lamp posts,
telephone poles, and electric poles. The termrfextioes not include traffic
boxes, bus shelters, traffic lights, or regulatsigns.

Historic Preservation Office or HPO — the administrative staff of the Mayor's
Agent, State Historic Preservation Officer, andtétis Preservation Review
Board.

Historic Preservation Review Board- the Historic Preservation Review Board
established by the Historic Landmark and Histonstiict Protection Act of
1978, effective March 3, 1979 (D.C. Law 2-144; DQgficial Code § 6-110%&t
seg. (2008 Repl.)).

Historic Sign —a sign that is original to a building, historigadlignificant, or at
least fifty (50) years old and which has featutgslities, or associations that
may warrant preservation.

IBC — International Building Code.

Logo —the symbol, emblem, typeface, or other visual deused by the sponsor
to identify itself and to distinguish itself frontheers in the marketplace.

Mayor's Agent —the person officially designated by a Mayor's Ordetarry out
specified functions pursuant to the Historic ProtectAct, or the hearing officer
to whom the officially designated Mayor's Agent lklategated the authority to
hold public hearings pursuant to the Act.

National Capital Planning Commission (NCPC)- the U.S. government agency
that provides planning guidance for Washington,.[u@ the surrounding
National Capital Region.

Old Georgetown Act —An Act To regulate the height, exterior design, and
construction of private and semipublic buildingshe Georgetown area of the
National Capital, approved September 22, 1950 (&4 904; D.C. Official Code
§ 6-1201et seq. (year)).

Permit Holder — the person, organization, or other entity issusiya permit by
the Director of DCRA or DDOT.

Person — any individual, corporation, company, associgtipartnership, firm,
organization, or society.

Public Market — a vending operation which takes place in an af@ablic space
set aside and permitted on a regular basis fosdleeof goods, merchandise, and
services provided on site. The term “public marketly include a farmer’s
market, flea market, antiques market, or otherlamtype of market.

Public Parking — that area of public space devoted to open spaeengry,
parks, or parking that lies between the propertg,livhich may or may not
coincide with the building restriction line, ancetedge of the actual or planned



sidewalk that is nearer to the property line, @sgfoperty line and sidewalk are
shown on the records of the District.

Public Space Committee- the committee established for the purpose ofimgak
final determinations in cases involving the useublic space as specified by
Mayor's Order No. 1977-150, effective August 3172,9s amended.

Real Estate Sign -a sign announcing the sale, rent, or lease of dtantemises.
Replica sign —a sign that replicates a historic or vintage sign

Shipstead-Luce Act— An Act To regulate, the height, exterior desaaa
construction of private and semipublic buildingsartain areas of the National
Capital, approved May 16, 1930 (46 Stat. 366; [@icial Code § 6-611.0&t

seq. (year)).

Show window— a window for a street-level business behind wigichbds or
services are displayed to passershy.

Sign — a physical medium or display, including its stawe and component parts,
used to advertise, identify a person, object, tityeror to provide information,
consisting of words, letters, figures, designs, Isgis, numbers, illumination, or
projected images.

Special Sign- a sign that meets the standards stated in chayphert is displayed
on an outdoor or exterior wall or surface of a tnity pursuant to a Special Sign
Permit issued by the Director of DCRA.

Special Sign Artwork —the visual characteristics on a special sign thegtsithe
standards stated in chapter 9.

Sponsor —the entity that contracts with the Permit Holdarthe use of a Special
Sign to display the Sponsor's artwork that meets/tbual and text standards of
section 905.

Standard Specifications for Highways and Structures- the District of
Columbia Department of Transportation Standard fpations for Highway
Structures (2009).
http://dc.gov/DC/DDOT/Projects+and+Planning/Staddaand+Guidelines/DD
OT+Standard+Specifications+for+Highways+and+Stmestti-+2009

Temporary Sign— a sign erected for a limited and defined peabtime.

Variable Message Sign- a sign that displays three-dimensional, moving,
rotating, flashing, animated, or changing imagetert, and is propelled by wind,
solar, or electric power. A variable message sigiudes a sign that displays 3-D,
moving, animated, or digitally-changing imagesextt Full motion video signs
are not included.



Vintage Sign —a sign less than fifty (50) years old which hagialtsive
characteristics or aesthetic qualities that leratatter to a building or district.

Zoning Regulations —Title 11 DCMR.
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Section 12-A DCMR 3107A is repealed.

Section 24 DCMR 108 is repealed.

The following language from 24 DCMR § 1380.3 is regaled:

Posting noticeson  Yes

public lampposts
(24 DCMR 108.

Signs or poste Yes
in public space
(24 DCMR 108.2)

Ist violation within 60-day period $150 8

2nd violation within 60-day perio $ 300 16

3rd violation within 6day periol $60( 32
4th violation within (0-day perio« $ 200( 10C

Ist violation within 60-day period $150 8
2nd violation within 60-day period$ 300 16
3rd violation within 60-day period  $ 600 32

4th violation within 60-day period $ 20000

All persons interested in commenting on the subjeatter in this proposed rulemaking may file
comments in writing, not later than sixty (60) dayter the publication of this notice in tBeC.
Register, with Alice Kelly, Manager, Policy Branch, Policyladning and Sustainability
Administration, District Department of Transportetj 55 M Street, S.E. "5 loor, Washington,
D.C. 20003. An interested person may also sendvamnts electronically to
policy.ddot@dc.gov Copies of this proposed rulemaking are availadtleost, by writing to the
above address, and are also available electropiedlho cost, on the District Department of

Transportation’s website at www.ddot.@dc.gov.
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