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December 14, 2012 Norman M. Glasgow, Jr.
202.419.2460

norman.glasgowjr@hklaw.com

Via E-Mail: policv.ddotiadc.oov

Alice Kelly

Manager, Policy Branch

Policy, Planning and Sustainability Administration
District Department of Transportation

55 M Street, SE

5" Floor

Washington, DC 20003

Re:  Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, Sign Regulations,
Title 13, DCMR

Dear Ms. Kelly:
Please note the following comments concerning Proposed Title 13, DCMR, Signs:

1. Chapter 8, Designated Entertainment Area Signs.

Revise the Gallery Place DEA Section 800.2(a) to add a clause "that all four
corners of the intersection of 7" and H Streets, N.W. are a part of this DEA as shown on the
attached plat, which includes the following properties: Square 428, Lots 21, 22 and 23, Square
429, Lots 811, 812, 813 and 820, and Square 453, Lot 58."

Rationale:
This intersection is the closest intersection to the Chinatown arch, which in and of
itself, is a destination venue with events such as the Chinese New Year's parade and other events
occurring along H Street, N.W. The mix of uses at this location, including restaurants and

similar venues, engage in activities that are designed to entertain others.

2. Signs Further Than 18" From a Window or Entrance.

Existing Section 3107.3.5.3, of Title 12, DCMR, under Exemptions from Permits,
exempts "any sign located within a building not attached directly or painted on a window and not
located within 18" of a window or entrance." This exemption from the requirement to obtain a
permit is not found in a review of proposed Title 13. A request is made that this exemption be
included in the proposed Title 13. There is no stated basis for the deletion of this exemption,
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there is no definition of when a sign is being displayed without a permit, and such lack of clarity
will lead to disputes with the District on this issue.

3. Transition (Transitory Provisions) Rules.

In review of the proposed Title 13, there is no reference to a transition rule such
as is common when the Building Code is being amended. The transition period. for the Sign
Regulations should follow that which is used in 12 DCMR, the Construction Code, when a new
code is to go into effect. There is no basis not to have a transition rule, particularly when
materials and signs have been ordered under the old regulations and must be fabricated.
(Compare with 12 DCMR Section 123.1.3).

4. Grandfather Rules.

There should be added a provision provided within Title 13 grandfathering all
legally existing signs that would not be in compliance with the new sign regulations that go into
effect as of , so that there is clarity as to the effective date of such regulations and
when pre-existing signs were grandfathered. This is no different from provisions such as those
in the Zoning Regulations under 11 DCMR, Chapter 20, which discusses non-conforming uses
and structures. Similar language should be developed with respect to the Sign Regulations.

We appreciate this opportunity to submit these comments for your consideration and to
work with those involved with this effort..

Respegtfully submitted,

ﬂA/\A/M*q )/

Norman M. Glasgow, Jr.

#11911424 V1



'AUS IBYI 40} 1D3YB
ut buluoz ayy s321dap buluoz gNd sya‘aus Je|najed
R UD SISIHA QNd BARDE UB JUBIKD BYI 0

ypdAiesso|g
\wﬁ_:OI;melaaa_lnmE\mmU\:om_uv.uouv.mamﬁb_.&ﬁx
IE 3|qe|IRAR

Adesso|o depy buluoz 5Q 3Y3 03 434343s5e3|d

‘SWw4a) paae|ad buluoz Jo uoneue|dss pajlelap e dog &

AoD®3p*Zoop M buuo? jo 33440 34

aagou Joud ynoin dew Buiuoz s31 uo Juaguod fue abueyioq Jybu 3w suleyas 2090 *uiasaYy papiacad uogewuojui so sdew fue uodn
BIURI[AI UL 135N 31 fiq UIHEY J0U UOLIE 10 ‘UBHEY UOHIE ‘BPEW UCISIIBP AUE 10410 YINS JO ISNED 3R JO S53|paebal papiroad uonewlojul

uj SBIIEINIIEUL J0 ‘SUDISSIG ‘SI0uB AUe Aoy AjijIqel] OU SDWINSSE 2(33(] “31ApE {euoissajordiano A0 ‘rey ‘ssauisng ‘a3egse jead ‘bugunoire
‘|eb3| 104 gNyQsqns € se pasn aq Jou pjnoys dew Guuoz 3y us papiacid uogewiojug ayewixoiddepatapisuod 3q pinoys dew buluoz sy
uo suonQEZIjEnsIA e3Ep ||y "Uladayg pauleluod swagl Aalpo pue ‘syulf ‘ssiydelb Gxaq ‘uonewuojul aw Jo 553uagajdwod 10fieinide Juaguod
*fyienb s asquesenb Jouued 2090 ‘dews buwoz a1 e1n uogeunojul buiuoz Ajswn pue sgeanide buipiaoad 03 pagjnuwos s1 2030 YA

¥a) D SUAL § S1IUISI(] JU0ISTH § sARRAQD N

sueld sndure) D Bupuag N Xapul 1sBYg M..-.. .J_ sauoy Supuad D s1afeT
BESTL 44~ PTAIWOT ‘STI006 8 :PrarRT SANd 348V ™ s&eiBRA0 Bupuad %5 B I Sunioy,

syoo1g SUo(] ABUOISSIUNUDY
00T ds aws
sjoo1qg suo(J] uosiadueyy Ny
o INY

SURAY YBR[ ABQUIBRY [1DUNOY)

C PiEAL

ATON sand buipuag

AUON sand
(shagsig

Aepaag buipuag

(shigsia

buiuoz buipuadg

()

ad 110510 Aepang

- =)

ED 3gsig bujuo
5524ppy

ISHELY 53514
8C00 /=M ECHD 307 /%1 yns /aienhs

e b |
pAABUIWING ejeq Buluoy

R
Yo b

o e £t
4 T i s .

TT0T ‘PT J2quuivda(g
107 €610 -orenbg 107 1oday Sutuoy

3500




