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ATTACHMENT A

CHAPTER 9-_ SPECIAL SIGNS

-APPLICABILITY

This chapter shajbvernset forth all provisions governiSpecial Signs
under this title

A Special Sign shall be defined as one of theyttiwo (32) Special Signs - { Formatted:

approved-bythathe Director of DCRA_has approvegursuant to the
Rules for Special Signs adopted Septer®2r 2000 (47 DCR 7695).

(a) No new Special Sign Permit shall be issuedHererection or
display of any additional Special Signs.
(b) The Permit Holder of a Special Sign Permit shave the right to

change Artwork or transfer the locations of a Sale8ign as
provided in this Chapter.

[Comment - This revision makes it clear that no addional Special
Signs can be authorized and no new Special Sign Pgts issued, and
clarifies that these requlations grant affirmativerights to the holder of
a Special Sign Permit.]

-

surface that is not self-standing, except for thehte (12) Special Signs

on self-standing structures that were approvedeaisting as of
Januaryl, 2004.

. ‘A

-

[Comment - This revision consolidates the provisiongoverning
Special Signs that are self-standing signs and th@$cated on exterior
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walls. There is no apparent rationale for limitingself-standing
Special Signs to construction sites or for limitingheir duration to any
given location to two (2) years. Additionally, séistanding signs that
are moved to a new location may be self-standing azll. The
revision does, however, continue to limit the totahumber of self-
standing Special Sign Permits to the twelve (12) #t were originally

authorized.]

Sign support structures that are either attaoheah tadjacent building wall -

the wall is not damaged) are not “self-standing”tfe purposes of this
chapter.

Formatted: Font: Times New Roman, Font
color: Auto

{

\\ Formatted: Font: Times New Roman, Font
\\ color: Auto

{ Formatted: No Spacingl




- {Formatted:

Font: Times New Roman
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901.1  The permitting and enforcement official resporssitar permitting Special - { Formatted: No Spacingt, Keep with next
Signs and enforcing the provisions of thilechaptershall be the Director \\\‘[Formatted: Font color: Auto
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[Comment - This revision eliminates the existing povisions governing
the issuance of new Special Sign Permits since ndditional permits
can be issued. Newly-proposed provisions below aifte separate
processes for securing permits for a change in Arterk, or for
Transfer of Location Permits.]
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902.1 An applicant for a Special Sign Transfer of LocatPermit for an existing
Special Sign location to a different Special Sigeattion, at the time of the
submission of the application shall:

(a) Have a valid Basic Business License authorizingaihgicant to
do business as a business engaged in outdoor igthgeih the
District of Columbia;

it ‘[Formatted:

No Spacingl

(b) Have a valid Good Standing Certificate issued byRBC
Corporations Division;

Dt ‘[Formatted:

Colorful List - Accent 11

(c) Be in compliance with the Clean Hands 2@2——PERMIT
REQUIRED; and

(d) Be the holder of the Special Sign Permit for eith&pecial Sign
on an outdoor or exterior wall or surface, or faedf-standing

Special Sign.

[Comment - The revision makes clear that only a Penit Holder has
the affirmative right to secure a Transfer of Locaton Permit.]
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applicant and property ownef the location to which the Special . {Forma&ed No Spacing1
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(b) Unless filed electronically, four (4) copiesdriwings grawn-to

seale, showing the details of construction, dimensidesering, _ - { Formatted: Font: Times New Roman

and method of attachment of the Special Siggthe new Ioca‘uqq - { Formatted: Font: Times New Roman
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{e)—-A(c) Inthe case of a Special Sign displayed onwddamr or

exterior wall or surface, statement of the width of the premises - { Formatted: Font: Times New Roman

or the width and height of the building, or anyestdimensions
deemed necessary by the permitting official to wheitee the
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or surface is determined on a permit-by-permit bas based on the size




of the proposed location. The proposed regulationdo not specify an
“allowable” size and the term is therefore stricken]
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(d) Specifications or other information stating tigge and thickness
of materials to be used for the sign and its sugpor

(e) The proposed location of the Special Sign heystreet address of
the building or premises and the face directiothefwall or
surface (e.g., “northern-facing”);

) An affidavit signed by the applicant or the &pant’s duly
authorized representative, certifying that the &gl is in

compliance with §904 and the Clean Hands Act; and _— { Formatted: Font: Times New Roman

(9) An affidavit signed by the property owner shog/consent to the
placement of the SpeC|aI Srgnel—te%heuaamwaﬂmsref—rele%am
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[Comment — The Permit Holder alone is responsible faany action
that violates applicable laws, or regulations. lts unreasonable to
impose liability on the property owner for violations that the Permit
Holder is responsible for and which may not be reaity discoverable
by the property owner.]
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of Location of aSpecial SigrpermitsPermito the following agencies for
review and recommendations beforneeamitSpecial Sign Transfer of
Location Permiis issued:
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[Comment - This revision insures that decisions regarding safe of
signs are based on specific requlations. “Establied standards” is a
vague standard that invites unsubstantiated and suéctive

judgments.
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9033 903.3 The agencies identified in_803.2 shall submit a written report to - W Formatted: Colorful List - Accent 11, Indent:
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903-4-903.4 Within twenty (20) days of receiving the reportsrir the agencies
identified in §.903.2, the permitting official shadlppreve-erdeny-the
Seesiel Slensommizosslizoton,

notify the applicant in writing whether ti8pecial SignpermitsTransfer of Location
Permit application has been approved or denied,ibddnied, a
statement as to the basis under this chapter éodé¢hial. If the
application has been approved, the permitting iaffishall promptly issue
the Special Sign Transfer of Location Permit toReemit Holder.

9035 903.5 Special Sign Transfer of Location Perrshiall be issued in the < - 1 Formatted: Colorful List - Accent 11, Indent:
H H H H Left: 0", Hanging: 1", No bullets or
name of _the qppllcant and sha_II pertain solel)hEmEWSp_emal Sl_gp numbering, Tab stops. 0.25", List tab
location identified on the permit, subject to thensferability provisions
of § 909.
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9036 903.6 No Special Sign shall receiveparmitSpecial Sign Transfer of <- - - - Formatted: Colorful List - Accent 11, Indent:
Location Permiunless the Special Sign complies with all applieab Left: 0", Hanging: 1", No bullets or
numbering, Tab stops: 0.25", List tab

District and federal laws and regulations.

<- — ~ 7| Formatted: Colorful List - Accent 11, Indent:
First line: 0"

Bistrict-of-Gelumbia;
-[Comment — The revisions also shorten the relevarime periods

originally proposed for governmental review from anindeterminate
period, with no specific time limit on how long thepermitting official
could hold onto the application before referring it and then allowing
an additional three-month period for referral review and a final
decision by the permitting official. The revisioneliminates this
unnecessary and protracted delay by setting a spéici period of not
more than sixty business days for all reviews to beompleted.]
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permitting official need not refer the Special SAytwork to any other
agency if the size and location of the proposed:i@p8ign Artwork is the
same as the Special Sign Artwork that it is repigci
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A Special Sign ArtworlpermitPermitapplication shalinclude:

(a) Name, address, telephone number, and ema#éssidf the
applicant; and

(b) Two (2) color copies of the proposed artworl #me current
artwork application form.

9053 [Comment — The revision inserts the information intuded in  <+-
the now eliminated Special Sign Permit applicatiorsection in

proposed Rulemaking Section 903.1 that pertains dictly to an
Artwork Permit application but does not include other information

that would be submittediraeceerdandg® DCRA for a Special Sign =~ -

Transfer of Location Permit application, or that is not relevant to a
determ|nat|on of Whether the proposed new Artwork .mpheswnh 8

904.4 The permitting official shall not approve a Spe@&ajn Artwork <« - _
permitPermitif the Artwork violates District or federal law.

904.5 The permitting official shall review the Speciag8iArtwork - T

permitPermitapplication and approve or deny the Special Sigwérk
permitPermitwithin ten (10) business days of its submissidrthe
Artwork is not rejected within ten (10) businesgslthen said artwork
shall be deemed approved

« - —

904.6 The permitting official shall not issue a SpeciggjrSArtwork ==

permitPermitunless:
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maximum vertical dimension of the face of the sigmgd no wider
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(b) The Special Sign Artwork is predominantly plctomatme*tual <= -~ { Formatted: Colorful List - Accent 11, Indent:
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area-of-the-sign.The space occupied by any sponsor identification
shall not be countedgainstthe-twenty-five-percent{25%)
limitation. Any textual matter or words contained in theynies

of products on the signs, such as the labelingpftrdsink cans,

shall be considered pictoriahd-shall-not-countin-the-calculation

- ‘[ Formatted: Colorful List - Accent 11

[This revision is necessary because the precise trésions on content

are not practical. The artistic content of a signs determined by its
size and location. The change still requires a liitation on the size of
the identification of the sponsor and requires thathe sign be
predominantly pictorial.]

[Omitted —This section 905.7 requires the Permit Hder of a Special
Sign Permit to police the landlord of the propertyon which he is

reguesting an Artwork Permit as to taxes, etc. Thi would require a
tenant to investigate his landlord every time he admnged copy, which
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could be as much as once a month. This is not doimetypical
landlord-tenant relationships and not practical inthis instance.]

904.7 Once a Special Sign ArtwodermitPermitis approved, the <~~~ 1 Formatted: Colorful List - Accent 11, Indent:
permitting official shall stamp as “approved” tw) copies of the Left: 0", Hanging: 1%, No bullets or
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artwork. One (1) copy shall be placed in the agpit's permit file and be numbering, Tab stops: 0.2, Lt 2
made available for inspection for as long as thect Sign remains on
display, and one (1) copy shall be returned taag@icant.

- { Formatted: Colorful List - Accent 11
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angle of forty-five degrees (45°) or less with thesest residential
zoning district boundary line;
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(e) In or within sixty feet (60 ft.) of any Historic Blirict, Historic =~ < - - { Formatted: Colorful List - Accent 11, Indent:
Landmark, or site listed on the most current editbthe “District Left: 1%, Hanging: 0.5"

of Columbia Inventory of Historic Sites,” unlesgtBpecial Sign
is located on a side-wall or back-wall of a buifglior site outside a
Residential District, and HPO approves the Sp&igh, if
necessary;

- ‘[ Formatted: Colorful List - Accent 11
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[Comment — The provisions contained in (h) and (i)fahis section

have been eliminated. See comments to proposed Bulaking 904.7.]

[Comment — The provision (j) of the section regardig the prohibition
if “viewable from within 660 ft. of a federal aid highway” has been
eliminated. Given the prevalence of federal-aid rads throughout the
District coupled with the other restrictions on thelocation and spacing
of Special Signs, the net effect of the existing alit language would be
to prohibit virtually any Special Signs within the District, even when
the location is within those commercial or industral areas specified in
this section 905. This provision is also inconsatt with the provisions
of section 800 et seq. that would authorize signs DEAs that are
located 660 feet of a federal-aid road.

As written, the provision does exactly the oppositef what is
permitted under the Highway Beautification Act. Setion 131(d) of
the Act specificallyauthorizes the erection and maintenance of off-
premise outdoor advertising signs “..within six hundred and sixty
feet of the nearest edge of the right-of-way withimreas adjacent to
the Interstate and primary systems which are zonedhdustrial or
commercial under authority of state law...” Section750.704(a)(4)
of the FHWA's implementation rules further amplifie s this by
specifically authorizing outdoor advertising signs'...within 660 feet
of the nearest edge of the right-of-way within ares.adjacent to the
Interstate and Federal-aid primary systems which ag zoned
industrial or commercial under authority of State law”
notwithstanding the fact that a sign located in sut a zone may
nonetheless be ‘“visible from the main traveled wagsnd within 660
feet of the nearest edge of the right-of-way” of sh controlled

roads.]
906

INSTALLATION

906.1 Except for a self-standing Special Sign, a Sp&igh shall be  «
installed on a building. No part of either the Spk8ign or its supporting
structure shall protrude above the wall upon witiéh installed.

- _

906.2 Subject to the limitations placed on the permittadisfer of a self- _
standing Special Sign in_802, the height of a self-standing Special Sign
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shall not exceed thirty feet (30 ft.). The seHreting Special Sign shall
provide at least eight feet (8 ft.) of clearanamfrthe ground, as measured
from the adjacent grade.
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9674 906.3 A Special Sign shall not be installed so as toreki@bove the <« -
lowest portion of the roofline of an existing buiild.

9075 906.4 The topmost point of a Special Sign or its suppgrstructure <« - \{
shall be no higher than the allowable height faew building at the
premises, as provided by the Zoning Regulations.

A _ - t/\/\” {
[Comment — The subsection prohibiting Special Signsom covering h
windows is eliminated. Because the transfer zonase so narrowly

defined, elimination of the prohibition will open buildings that may

not be occupied or places where there are no offis@tc behind the

window. For example, on the Women in the Arts Buding there is a

sign above the entry way that covers a window.

908 907 ILLUMINATION -

908.1 907.1 A Special Sign shall not contain any movable partsighly ¢{
reflective or fluorescent materials, nor shallahtain 3-dimensional, N
moving, animated, or periodicallghanging images or text.

908.2 907.2 A Special Sign located within five hundred feet@50) of a «\i\
Residential District, as established in Zwning Regulations, shall not be
illuminated.

9083 907.3 A Special Sign located more than five hundred 8€0 ft.)from a« - _ \{
ResidentiaBistriet, as established in the Zoning Regulations, may be
indirectly illuminated by projecting artificial ligf on the surface of the .
Special Sign. A Special Sign shall not be intdyndlminated and shall {
not be constructed of or incorporate neon or ahgraype of gas or vapor
lights.

<
909 908 TRANSFERABILITY OF SPECIAL SIGN LOCATIONS - - W
9099081 A Special Sign permit shall be transferable t@wa location only under « \
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(b) Except for transfers from locations presentlysale the area
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d: Colorful List - , Indent:
Street, NW, west along- Street, NW, to 20th Formatted: Colorful List - Accent 11, Indent

B { Formatted: Colorful List - Accent 11, Indent:
{Left: 2", Hanging: 0.5"

o G G JC G A G A A JL U (N

Street, NW, north along 20th Street, NW, to
Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, west along
Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, to 21st Street, NW,
north along 21st Street, NW, to M Street, NW, east
along M Street, NW, to 20th Street, NW, north
along 20th Street, NW, to N Street, NW, east along
N Street, NW, to 19th Street, NW, south along 19th
Street, NW, to GStreet, NW, east along G Street,
NW, to 17th Street, NW, south along 17th Street,
NW, to F Street, NW;

=~ { Formatted: Colorful List - Accent 11

NW, and M Street, NW, northeast along Rhode
Island Avenue, NW, to Massachusetts Avenue,
NW, east along Massachusetts Avenue, NW, to
15th Street, NW,, south along 15th Street, NW, to



©)

M Street, NW, west along M Street, NW, to 16th
Street, NW, south along the east side of 16th Stree
NW, to | Street, NW, north along the west side of
16th Street, NW, to M Street, NW, west along M
Street, NW, to Rhode Island Avenue, NW;

== { Formatted: Colorful List - Accent 11 J
Beginning at the intersection of Massachusetts

Avenue, NW and 14th Street, NW, east along
Massachusetts Avenue, NW to 9th Street, NW,
north along 9th Street, NW to N Street, NW, east
along N Street, NW to 7th Street, NW, south along
7th Street, NW to K Street, NW, east along K
Street, NW to 3rd Street, NW, south along 3rd
Street, NW to Massachusetts Avenue, NW, west
along Massachusetts Avenue, NW to Eye Street,
NW, west along Eye Street, NW to 9th Street, NW,
south along 9th Street, NW to H Street, NW, west
along H Street, NW to 11th Street, NW, north along
H Street, NW to Eye Street, NW, west along Eye
Street, NW to 12th Street, NW, north along 12th
Street, NW to L Street, NW, west along L Street,
NW to 14th Street, NW, north along 14th Street,
NW to Massachusetts Avenue, NW;

Avenue, NW, and H Street, NW, east along H " { Formatted: Normal, Indent: Left: 2",
Street, NW, to the closed alley (formerly Smith Hanging: 0.5", No bullets or numbering, Tab
Court) in the mid-block between 1st Street, NW, stops: 275", Left

and North Capitol Street, south along that closed

alley line to G Street, NW, east along G Street,,NW

to North Capitol Street, south along North Capitol

Street, NW, to Massachusetts Avenue, NW,

northwest on Massachusetts Avenue, NW, to

H- Street, NW; - { Formatted: Font: Times New Roman

A STy .

*“ ‘[ Formatted: Colorful List - Accent 11

L

NE, and North Capitol Street, southeast along | Hanging: 0.5", No bullets or numbering, Tab
Florida Avenue, NE, to 4th Street, NE, south along " L51ops: 275" Left + Notat 1.5"

4th Street, NE, to M Street, NE, west along M { Formatted: Font: Times New Roman )
Street, NE, to 3rd Street, NE, south along 3rdeStre

NE, to K Street, NE, west along K Street, NE, tb 1s

Street, NE, south along 1st Street, NE, to G Place,

NE, west along G Place, NE, to North Capitol

Street, north along North Capitol Street to Florida

Avenue, NE; and

- - { Formatted: Colorful List - Accent 11 J
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9109091

9109092

()  (F)Beginning at the corner of M Street, SE, and- . _ - - Formatted: Font: Times New Roman ]

South Capitol Street, east along M Street, SEsto 1 Formatted: Normal, Indent: Left: 2",
Street, SE, south along 1st Street, SE,, to Potomac | Hanging: 0.5", No bullets or numbering, Tab
Avenue, SE, west along Potomac Avenue, SE, to  \S2ps: 275" Left + Notat 0.13

South Capitol Street, north along South Capitol

Street to M Street, SE; and

(G) Beginning at the intersection of Maryland Avenu
SW and Maine Avenue, SW, east along Maryland
Avenue, SW to 9th Street, SW, south along 9th
Street, SW to Interstate 395, west along Interstate
395 to Maine Avenue, SW.

[At the September 12, 2012 DDOT briefing on the drh Requlations,
DDOT officials indicated that the two redlined areadescriptions that
are presently authorized for Special Signs under guent law were
inadvertently omitted from the draft. The revision makes the
necessary correction to include the missing area seriptions.]

(5)  Squares 700 and 701, and the baseball stadiunetbcat +- - - { Formatted: Colorful List - Accent 11, Indent: }
between N Street, SE, and Potomac Avenue, SE, auth S Left: 1.5 Hanging: 0.5
Capitol Street and First Street, $Eovided-that,-no
) ) : ) "
Popopne Sl

3

- ‘{ Formatted: Colorful List - Accent 11, Indent: }

(6)  910All District Entertainment Areas: and Left: 1.5", First line: 0"

(7) _ Any other area, or location designated by the Mayor

[This revision simply incorporates the provisionsm chapter 800 which
authorize Special Signs within DEAs, and providesof additional
areas for Special Signs that may be designated byt Mayor.]

REMOVAL == { Formatted: No Spacingl, Keep with next J

The removal of any Special Sign that is paintiewn, or attached to ar- - - { Formatted: No Spacingl ]
existing structure shall be done in a manner g&tds the existing
structure in a stable, undamagedd-sign-freeondition.

The owner of a Special Sign at a location nti@ized by §909 shall
remove the Special Sign in a manner that compligs$910.1 before a
Special Sign permit shall be issued allowing fertinsfer to a new
location in an area approved unde®@9. The applicant shall submit
photographic or other evidence showing that theokaihcomplied with §
910 9091.



9093 No Special Sign shall be permitted in a locatiamf which a Special Sign - - { Formatted: No Spacing1
has been removed if the location is not within sraapproved under
890, | - {Formatted: Font: Not Bold
910 NONCONFORMING SPECIAL SIGNS
910.1 Any Special Sign in existence on the datettiis chapter becomes

effective that does not conform to the provisiohth@ chapter, or any
subsequent amendment of this chapter may be cewtjrmperated,
occupied, repaired, and maintained, and the rigtasted pursuant to the
Special Sign Permit applicable to that Special Sigo shall not
otherwise be superseded.

[This revision adds specific “grandfather” clause g@verning lawfully
erected Special Signs that for some reason may nainform to the
new requirements of this chapter. The provision réects the same
policies that are reflected in chapter 2000 of thBistrict of Columbia
Zoning Code, and insure that the District does noinadvertently
trigger the just compensation provisions of sectiod31(q) of the
Highway Beautification Act which would require the District to pay
compensation upon the removal of any lawfully ereetd non-
conforming Special Sign adjacent to a federal-aidaad. Alternatively,
the proposed Sign Regulations could include a mogeneral non-
conforming use provision that would apply to all ofthe chapters of the

proposed title.




