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VAN WAGNER-ATTACHMENT A
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CHAPTER1 PURPOSE AND SCOPE
PURPOSE

Signs constitute a separate and distincbiges land upon which they are placed
and affect the use of adjacent streets, sidewati¢ other public and private
places.

Signs are used by individuals and publixgbe, and government organizations
to communicate information to the public. Signs\tal to a healthy business
environment and civic communications. They cantereavibrant sense of place
and foster economic development. However, thegutaéed construction,
placement, and display of signsy constitute a public nuisance detrimental to
the health, safety, convenience, and welfare ofeékelents of the District of
Columbia.

The purpose of this title is to establisisosable and impartial regulations for all
signs, whether exterior signs or interior signemuated to be visible from the
outside, on public space or on private propertigese regulations regulate the
display of signs to convey information; maintaie tealth, safety, convenience,
and welfare of residents and businesses of thei@jsind improve the overall
visual appearance of outdoor space throughout isieic.

These regulations do not apply to interigns that are not intended to be visible
from the exterior of the building in which they afisplayed. Such signs remain
subject to all other applicable statutes and reigurs.

These regulations are further intended to:

€)) Reduce the traffic hazards caused by sigrisritag distract, confuse, or
impair the vision of motorists and pedestrians, ansure the
effectiveness of traffic signs and signals;

(b) Protect property values by ensuring the corbpiyi of signs with the
property surrounding them;

(c) Provide an attractive visual environment thitomgt the District;

(d) Allow for the reasonable promotion of commeacel expression of
business identification;

(e) Provide for distinctive signage in areas of thg tiat have been identified for
this type of sign through District planning docurtselbecause they are major
entertainmenénd otheareassuitable for signagavhen not in conflict with
this title or any other federal or local law;




100.6

101

101.1

101.2
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200.1

201

201.1

201.2

[Comment - This provision is stated too narrowly and is inconsistent with
the overall policy in the draft regulations of permitting various types of
signage in different areas besides just entertainment areas where specific
categories of signs appropriate.]

® Ensure compliance with federal laws and Feddighway Administration
regulations and memoranda;

(9) Protect the public investment in streets, higysvand other public
improvements; and

(h) Protect and improve the public health, safety] general welfare.

The regulations in this title advance thgmeernmental interests and objectives
and are the minimum amount of regulation necedsaaghieve them.

SCOPE

This title governs the display of signs onaie property and opublic space,
except those displayed by the District of Colundrighe United States in
furtherance of their governmental responsibilitteese permitted by contracts or
legal agreements with the District of Columbia goweent, those displayed on
the interior of a building that are not intended#ovisible from the exterior, and
those otherwise required by law to be displayed.

This title shall supplement any additionelevant provisions stated elsewhere in
District law.

CHAPTER 2 GENERAL PROVISIONS
PERMITTING AND ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS

Unless otherwise specifically stated, thengéng and enforcement officials
responsible for issuing permits and enforcing thles for signs subject to this
title shall be the persons designated in the chsyg@verning the particular types
of signs, or their designees.

PERMIT REQUIRED

Unless specifically exempted in this title,aign shall be displayed without a
permit issued in accordance with this title. Sigiih an area no greater than one
square foot (1 sq. ft.) shall be exempt from therperequirementf this fitle.

Every sign for which a permit is issued shalmarked with the permit number
and the date of the permit’s issuance in lettetdess than one inch (1 in.) in
height. This information shall be displayed in tbeer right corner of the sign.



201.3
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202.1

202.2

203

203.1

203.2

204

204.1

Any non-commercial message may be substifatetie content of any
commercial message on any sign allowed underithas t

PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS

A permit application shall be made in a feequired by the permitting official
and in accordance with the chapters governing éneécplar types of signin this
title.

A permit application shall be consideredoidfiy submitted when the application
has been fully completed, all information and draysi required by this title and
the permitting officiahave been provided, and all application fees haenb
paid.

[Comment - The proposed regulation specifies the information required for
specific permits. That is the purpose of the regulation and permitting officials
should not be given the discretion to add additional (and possibly
unreasonable) requirements.]

ACTION ON A PERMIT APPLICATION

The permitting official shall approve or dehg permit application within the
time frames stated in the applicable chaptersisftithe or within such period as
the applicant and the permitting official may agreestablish for the review.

If the permitting official denies a permitpdipationunder any chapter of this tifle
the permitting official shall state the basis foe tenial in writing, including
references to the statutory or regulatory provisithat would be violated if the
permit were granted. The permitting official shadkify the applicant in writing
of the reasofs) for the denial no later than fourteen (14) daysrahe application
is officially denied.

COMPLIANCE WITH CONSTRUCTION CODES

No sign may be displayed unless it compliéls the most currently adopted
version of the District of Columbia Constructiondes, Title 12 DCMR.
Compliance may require that, in additioretoy-thgpermit required by this title, a
permit be obtained from the Construction Codes aifieal.



CHAPTER 3 SIGNS SUBJECT TO REVIEW BY THE COMMISSION OF FINE ARTS

300

| 300.1

300.2
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301.1

301.2
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302.1
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303.1

APPLICABILITY

This chapter shall govern signs that areestibpadditionalreview by the
Commission of Fine Arts (Commission).

Signs are subject to review by the Commisailoan they are on buildings or land
within the following areas:

@ The area controlled by An Act To regulate tegght, exterior design, and
construction of private and semipublic buildingghe Georgetown area
of the National Capital (Old Georgetown Act), apfo September 22,
1950 (64 Stat. 904; D.C. Official Code § 6-12%eq. (2008 Repl.)); and

(b) The area controlled by An Act To regulate, tlegght, exterior design and
construction of private and semipublic buildingsertain areas of the
National Capital (Shipstead-Luce Act), approved M&y1930 (46 Stat.
366; D.C. Official Code 8§ 6-611.G% seq. (2008 Repl)).

PERMITTING AND ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS

The permitting and enforcement official @sgble for issuing permits and
enforcing the provisions of this title for signs private property subject to
review by the Commission shall be the Directornaf Department of Consumer
and Regulatory Affairs (DCRA).

The permitting and enforcement official resgble for issuing permits and
enforcing the provisions of this title for signs public space subject to review by
the Commission shall be the Director of the Distepartment of Transportation
(DDOT).

PERMIT REQUIRED

Signs in areas subject to review by the Commissiall require a permit, except
temporary signs on public space, real estate sggrtspon-commercial signs
pursuant to 88 602, 706.2, 706.3, and 713.1.

PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS

An application for a permit under this chagteall be made in a fornequired by
the permitting official and shall be accompanied by




€)) Drawings in triplicate, drawn to scale, showing tletails of construction,
dimensions, lettering, and method of attachmemhefign;

(b) A statement of the width of the premises or thetvahd height of the
building, or any other dimensions deemed necedsatlye permitting
official to determine the allowable area of thensig

(c) Specifications or other information covering thpeyand thickness of
materials for the sign and its supports; and

(d)  Any other applicable permit requirements requirgdHas title.

303.2 The application shall be submitted to thenpiging official who shall, no later
thanten (10)-thirty(30days after receipt, refer the application to thenBussion
for review and comment

303.3 For applications subject to the ShipsteacklAct, the Commission shall issue a
report to the permitting official within thirty (3@ays after receipt, and for
applications subject to the Old Georgetown Act,Glmenmission shall issue a

| report to the permitting official withithirty (30) ferty-five(45)days after receipt.

[Comment - This period should be shortened to a maximum period of ten days
in which to make the referral and a maximum of thirty days for the
Commiission to issue its report. The same schedule should apply to all
application referrals under this title.]

303.4 The permitting official may issue a permmd report is received from the
Commission within the timeframes stated in 8 30Br8yided, that the sign is in
l compliance with albtherapplicable provisions of this titlen any event, the

permitting official shall issue the final determiiog within twenty (20) days after
the date on which the Commission’s report is due.

303.5 Additional information and guidelines najueed under this title but required by
the Commission for their review of sign applicasanay be available directly
from the Commission.

304 PROHIBITED SIGNS

304.1 Special Signs, billboards, signs on rooésHing neon signs, and electronic signs
are prohlblted |n the area controlled by the Old)l@etown Act. Ielew&ewand

[Comment - This provision is but one example of a flaw that runs through
various chapters of this title. This proposed regulation specifically prohibits



“electronic signs”, but permits “television and video monitors”, and “digital
signs” among others without providing any basis for the difference in
treatment. This lack of clarity is compounded in subsequent provisions that
either authorize or prohibit “variable message signs”. That term is defined in
chapter 99 in terms of the manner in which text and images can be displayed,
but that definition does not explain whether either a television, a video
monitor, or an electronic sign is considered to be a “variable message sign”.
Additionally, the definition of “variable message sign” is unclear and internally
inconsistent because the definition includes “three dimensional, moving
rotating and flashing, animated or digitally changing images or text”, but then
excludes “full motion video signs” which would have exactly the same
characteristics.

It is unclear why electronic signs are prohibited in the Georgetown area, but
equally intrusive television and video monitors are permitted, even though
televisions and video monitors can be used as variable message signs or are
limited in some other way. Because there is no substantial difference between
the two, both electronic signs and television and video monitors should be
prohibited in Georgetown.]

305 PERMITTED SIGNS AND REQUIREMENTS

305.1 The following signs in areas subject to reMdy the Commission are allowed, if
they comply with all other applicable provisionstiois title:

(@) Single-faced signs on the exterior walls otdings that project no more
than twelve inches (12 in.) beyond the buildindpoilding restriction line;

(b) Signs flat against awnings;

(c) Signs on a show window, or any other windbat abuts or overlooks a
street or public way; provided, that the signs hawveggregate area of not
more than twenty-five square feet (25 sq. ft.) peginess or are less than
or equal to twenty percent (20%) of the area ofwimelow, whichever is
less

[Comment - See comment to 304.1 above.]; and

(d) Other signs consistent with this title and otbterwise prohibited by this
chapter.

305.2 The aggregate area of all signs associatidawy one (1) business or entity on a

building or premises shall be limited to twentyefigquare feet (25 sq. ft.) per
street frontage.

10



305.3

305.4
306

306.1

400

400.1

(@)

(b)
(€)

400.2

400.3

llluminated signs shall be freestanding, Hagtked, have opaque letters, be
illuminated by steady light, and not contain expgbseurces of illumination.

All signs shall be stationary.
EXCEPTIONS

When the Commission finds that a sign orcthalitions surrounding a sign
subject to this chapter justifies granting an eticepfrom any of the requirements
of this chapter, and the Commission further firttlt granting such an exception
will not impair the intent and purpose of this cteapr of the Old Georgetown
Act or the Shipstead-Luce Act, the Commission matyfyithe permitting official
of its support of such an exception. The perngtbificial may approve an
application to erect a sign not conforming to theespiirements pursuant to the
Commission’s recommendation if the sign satisfiesther requirements of this
title.

CHAPTER 4 SIGNS SUBJECT TO REVIEW BY THE
HISTORIC PRESERVATION REVIEW BOARD

APPLICABILITY
This chapter shall govern signs:

On buildings or land within a historic district dgsated by the Historic
Preservation Review Board (HPRB);

On buildings or land designated as a historic |aaudirby the HPRB; and

As required in Title 10-C DCMR and by the Histoki@ndmark and Historic
District Protection Act of 1978, effective March1®79, (D.C. Law 2-144; D.C.
Official Code 8§ 6-110%t seq. (2008 Repl. and 2012 Supp.)) (Historic
Preservation Act).

Signs governed by this chapter shall be subjettteaeview and
recommendations of either the HPRB or the HistBrieservation Office (HPO)
under delegated authority established in Title 1IDEMR.

Proposed sign location and design shall be evalusgainst the principles,
standards and design guidelines in Title 10-C DCBpter 25, and the HPO
and the HPRB shall refer to these principles, steag] and design guidelines
when reviewing an application for a sign or sigrsteaplan.

11



400.4 Signs and related building features subject tquhediction of the Commission
shall be reviewed by the Commission in additiothesHPRB.

401 PERMITTING AND ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS

401.1 The permitting and enforcement official responsibleissuing permits and
enforcing the provisions of this chapter for signsprivate property subject to
review by the HPRB shall be the Director of DCRA.

401.2 The permitting and enforcement official responsibleissuing and enforcing the
provisions of this chapter for signs on public spagbject to review by the HPRB
shall be the Director of DDOT.

402 PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS

| 402.1 A permit application under this chapter shall belena a form requiredy the
permitting official and shall be accompanied by:

(8  Scaled or dimensioned drawings, in triplicate unkasbmitted
electronically, showing the following:

(1)  The proposed sign accurately indicating dimensioragerials,
colors, graphics, copy, lettering, and type ofrilnation; and

(2) Details of construction and method of attachmerthefsign;

(b) A statement of the width of the premises or thetvahd height of the
building, and any other dimensions the permittiffgcial deems
necessary to determine the allowable area of gre si

(c) Photographs adequate to document the buildingess sxisting
appearance. These photographs shall clearly sheWuitding or site, the
entire facade, and include close-ups of the areaewvork is proposed,;

(d)  Scaled or dimensioned plans, photo illustrationglevation drawings as
necessary to show the proposed sign as it wouldaapm the building or
site;

(e) A section drawing, if the sign is to be installedmade part of an awning,
canopy, or marquee;

® Specifications or other information covering thpeyand thickness of
materials for the sign and its supports;

12



(9) If requested, a sample of the finish material(8yl a

(h) The period of time, up to one hundred eighty (188)s, during which any
proposed temporary sign will be displayed and atevnri
acknowledgement by the permit applicant that threnfidor a temporary
sign is not valid beyond its stated duratifithis provision should be
moved to section 405, below.]

402.2 The application shall be submitted to the perngtofficial who shall refer the
application withirthirty{36} ten(10) days of receipt to the HPRB though the
HPO for review.

[Comment - There is no reason why the permitting official cannot complete the
wholly administrative action of making the referral within ten days after
receipt.]

462.2402.3 Upon receipt of the permit application and the itssaf any required review by
the Commission, the HPRB, or HPO if so delegatkdll seview the application
and take action as appropriate.

402.4 If the application is consistent with the approfistandards, guidelines, and
delegation of authority established by the HPRB,H#O shall clear the
application for issuance and return the applicatotine permitting official within
thirty (30) days.

[Comment - .Sections 402.2 and 402.3 combine to produce an up to 60 day
review period for an application that fails to raise any substantive issues. See
comment to section 303.3 ]

462.3402.5 If the application is not consistent with standagigdelines, or delegation of
authority established by HPRB, or otherwise doagmeet the requirements of
this chapter, and the HPO is not able to resolead#ficiencies directly with the
applicant, the HPO shall prepare and forward ttse ¢ar review by the HPRB
pursuant to Title 10-C DCMR.

402.4402.6 If cleared for issuance by HPRB, the HPO shallrretbhe application to the
permitting official within fifteen (15) days. Ifat cleared for issuance by the
HPRB, the HPO shall notify the applicant of theght to request a hearing before
the Mayor’s Agent pursuant to Title 10-C DCMR.

462.5402.7 No sign permit may be issued by the permittingoidfiif none of the HPO,
HPRB, and Mayor’s Agent has cleared the applicamonssuance.

402.6402.8 If there is a conflict between the requirementghdd title and the requirements of
Title 10-C, the more restrictive shall apply.

13



403

403.1

403-1403.2

PROHIBITED SIGNS

Billboardsand-Special-Sigrare prohibited on historic landmarks and in histori
districts.

[Comment — Section 906.1(e) sets forth the specific provisions governing the
location of Special Signs in, or contiguous to, Historic Districts. The reference
to Special Signs is therefore omitted from this section.]

Signs on roofs and variable message signs arelpt@thion historic landmarks
and in historic districts, except for vintage, brsgt, or replica signs as provided
for in 10-C DCMR § 2513.

403.2403.3 Televisions and video monitors are prohibited gasion the exterior of historic

403.4

404

404.1

404.2

404.3

405

405.1

landmarks and in historic districts.

Digital signs and video monitors in storefront wamgs shall be limited to no
more than twenty percent (20%) of the area of tmelaw in which the television
or monitor is to be displayed.

[Comment - See Comment to section 304.1. regarding issues pertaining to
“digital signs” and video monitors. In addition there is nothing in the proposed
definitions that explain what a “storefront window” is, or how a show window
differs from a “storefront window.]

MASTER PLANS FOR SIGNS

The development of a coordinated master plan fprssis encouraged where a
building, complex, or institution houses multipdma&nts or activities requiring
several signs, or where signs will be installedraitiple properties that are
historically or architecturally related.

A master plan for signs shall be submitted to tiR&RB for review according to
the provisions for concept design review outlined®-C DCMR, Chapter 3.

If the HPRB approves a sign master plan to befgcefor a specific period, the
HPO shall adhere to the provisions of the plarpipravals for the duration of the
plan.

TEMPORARY SIGNS
HPO shall apply the criteria in this section whewiewing temporary signs under
the authority delegated in 10-C DCMR § 320. Ndtaianding § 602 of this title,

temporary signs on public space requiring reviewhayHPO or HPRB shall
require a permit if they are larger than one sqé@oe(1 sqg. ft.) in area.

14



405.2

405.3

405.4

405.5

406

406.1

406.2

406.3

HPO shall routinely recommend approval of temposagys to be installed for
less than ninety (90) days or a temporary signithiaiss than twenty square feet
(20 sq. ft.) in area; provided that any such sgymstalled in a manner that does
not cause permanent damage to the historic praperty

HPO shall review temporary signs that do not meetstandards of § 405.2
according to the standards and criteria for permiasigns.

HPO may recommend flexibility in the applicationtbis section to the
permitting official regarding the size, placeméype, shape, and material as
necessary to prevent a temporary sign from caysnganent damage to a
historic property; provided, the change is consistgth the intent and conditions
of this title, or principles, standards ,and degigidelines in Title 10-C DCMR
Chapter 25.

HPRB may recommend denial of a temporary sign gefrtiie sign is

incompatible with the architecture and charactiesstf the building, site, or
district, or if its installation is likely to cauggErmanent damage to the historic

property.
SIGNS ON AWNINGS AND CANOPIES

Signs identifying the name or trade of an occupaay be placed on an approved
awning or canopy.

Signs on awnings shall be consistent with the Yalhg criteria:

(a) Signs on the valance of an awning shall be limiteléttering and logos
no taller than twelve inches (12 in.);

(b)  Alogo may be permitted on the slope of an awnarg)

(c) A sign on the valance of an awning shall not henihated, except that
unobtrusive storefront lighting fixtures may beaatted to the underside of
an awning.

Signs on canopies shall be consistent with thevietg criteria:

(@  Signs identifying the name or trade of an occughatl not be permitted
on the side of a canopy facing the direction ofgstdan travel along a

sidewalk; and

(b)  Signs on a canopy shall not be illuminated.

15



CHAPTER S5 CHINATOWN DISTRICT REVIEW PROCEDURES

500 APPLICABILITY

500.1 This chapter shall govern signs on buildimgind within Chinatown, being that
areabounded by Mount Vernon Square, Massachusetts Ay&w, 5th
Street, NW, G Street, NW, and 8th Streets NW, &isek by Title 10-B DCMR
Chapter 24.

500.2 Signs subject to this chapter shall be stibgethe review and recommendations
of the Office of Planning (OP).

500.3 Proposed sign location and design shall be revieameldevaluated by the OP, the
Chinatown Steering Committee, and other relevaanheigs, against the
principles, standards, and design guidelines ile T-B DCMR, Chapter 24 and
this chapter.

500.4 This chapter does not apply to federally owned ertigs within Chinatown.
501 PERMITTING AND ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS
501.1 The permitting and enforcement official responsibleissuing permits and

enforcing the provisions of this title for signs private property in Chinatown
shall be the Director of DCRA.

501.2 The permitting and enforcement official responsibleissuing permits and

enforcing the provisions of this title for signs public space in Chinatown shall
be the Director of DDOT.

502 PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS

502.1 A permit application under this chapter shall belenen a form required by the
permitting official and shall be accompanied by:

€)) Eight (8) copies of scaled or dimensioned drawisgswing the
following:

(2) Plans and elevations of the proposed sign accyratgicating

dimensions, materials, colors, graphics, copyetety, and type of
illumination; and

16



(2) Details of construction and the method of attachroéthe sign;

(b) A statement of the width of the premises or thetwvahd height of the
building, and any other dimensions the permittiffgcial deems
necessary to determine the allowable area of gre si

(c) Photographs adequate to document the buildingess sxisting
appearance. These photographs shall clearly sheWuitding or site, the
entire fagade, and include close-ups of the areaewvork is proposed,;

(d) A section drawing, if the sign is to be installedmade part of an awning,
canopy, or marquee;

(e) If the project is within the historic district, tatement setting forth the
historic preservation constraints on Chinese desigmacter and how
Chinese design character has been accommodated thitise constraints
to achieve an appropriate balance between potigrt@minpeting
objectives;

® Specifications or other information describing tiige and thickness of
materials for the sign and its supports;

(9) If requested, a sample of the finish material(s);
(h)  The names and addresses of all owners or theioazgid agents;

(1) A statement setting forth the relationship of thepgosed sign to the
objectives of the Chinatown Design Guidelines StRéyort; and

()] A general statement of the approximate schedullkeo$igns’ installation.

502.2 The application shall be submitted to the perngtofficial who shall refer the
application withirthirty{30}ten (10)days of receipt to the HPRB through the
HPO if in an historic district, or to OP for revieand comment. Review by the
HPRB and the HPO shall take place in accordande @iapter 4.

502.3 Upon receipt of the permit application, the DireadOP shall determine if a
design review is necessary. If a design reviemnizecessary, OP shall notify the
permitting official within twenty (20) days thatdlapplication has been cleared
for issuance.

502.4 If a design review is necessary, OP shall completeeview process and make
appropriate written recommendations wittirty (30) -sixty(60)days from
receipt ofthe referral of the application from the permittivificial alreguired

information necessary to perform the review.
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502.5

502.6

502.7

600

600.1

601

601.1

[Comment - The time limits on Chinatown District review have been revised
to conform to the time limits for reviews of the other reviews proposed in
these comments of ten (10) days for referral, thirty (30) days for review , and
twenty (20) days for final determination by the permitting official. ]

TheDirector of OP shall provide written notice of aktensions to the Directors
of DCRA and DDOT and to the Chinatown Steering Cattem®.

Notice and coordination of design review ldbalsubject to title 10-B DCMR,
Chapter 24 and Chapter 6 of this title.

CHAPTER 6 SIGNS ON PUBLIC SPACE

APPLICABILITY

This chapter shall govern all temporary aguhanent signs on public space in
the District, except those an authorized Distrmternment agency installs for
public safety, traffic management, parking regolatior another regulatory
purposeor otherwise provided by contractual agreemetwéen the District and

a private party.

[Comment — The revision excludes signs that are authorized and separately
controlled pursuant to District law, or which may be subject of

separate agreements between the District and a third party that include
provisions governing signage.]

PERMITTING AND ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS

The permitting official responsible for isgypermits for signs on public space
shall be the Director of DDOT. The enforcementoidis responsible for
enforcing the provisions of this title for signs public space shall be the Director
of DDOT, and for violations of 88 605.1 through 60D&nd 606, the Director of
the Department of Public Works (DPW).
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602

602.1

603

603.1

603.2

603.3

PERMIT REQUIRED

All signs on public space shall require arpeexcept temporary signs governed
by § 605 that are not subject to review by the HRRBIPO pursuant to section §
405.1.

PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS

An application for a permit under this chagteall be made in a form required by
the permitting official and shall be accompanied by

@) The name, address, telephone number, and adtagss of the applicant
and the adjacent property owner;

(b) The size of the sign, the location where tiga svill be placed, and
whether any lights will be used to illuminate thgns including electronic
signs or lights embedded in the sign; and

(c) Any other material required by this title, DDOAr the Public Space
Committee.

In addition to the permit application reqments stated in § 603.1, an applicant
for a freestanding sign permit shall:

€)) Demonstrate that the applicant is the owner obt@ness where the sign
will be displayed; and

(b) Provide design specifications showing that the smgmplies with the
standards stated in § 606.

In addition to the permit application reqments stated in § 603.1, an applicant
for a banner permit shall:

(@  Send copies of all proposed banners electronitallige permitting
official,

(b)  Specify whether the applicant intends to instaliries for another group,
organization, or business and, if so, list the o#mgities;

(c) Provide banner design, mounting hardware spediicat and décor
rigger information with the application. Mountihgrdware specifications
shall include cast 535 almag or 356-T6 aluminunmwaifacing plate that
will accommodate square, round, or fluted pole ssaprhe mounting
hardware shall be constructed of corrosion-resisteterial;
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(d) Secure a public space electrical permit if eleatrservice is required. All
electrical work shall comply with the most currgradopted version of
the District of Columbia Construction Codes, Tit2DCMR,;

(e)  Secure an agreement with the electric supplieef@rgy usage and
present it with the application;

()] Provide a site map or plan showing the locatiopadés, including pole
numbers, where the applicant proposes to mountdsanand

| {gy——Show proof of insurance to indemnify the Distriat property damage
and personal injury resulting from the installatemremoval of the
banners.
{h)(0) 603.4 In addition to the permit application reqmiemts stated in 8§ 603.1,
an applicant for a permanent sign permit shall:

() Demonstrate that the applicant is the owner obt@ness where the sign
will be displayed;

() Provide design specificasshowing that the sign complies with the
standards stated in § 608.

604 ACTION ON A PERMIT APPLICATION

| 604.1 The permitting official shallithin ten (10) days after receirgfer all
applications for permits for permanent signs onligpugpace to the Public Space
Committeewhich shall complete its review and issue its denisvithin thirty

(30) days.

604.2 The permitting official shall approve or dexryapplication for a permanent sign
on public space within fifteen (15) days of recapthe decision of the Public
| Space Committee.

604.3 For all other applications for signs on publfpace, the permitting official shall
approve or deny the application within thirty (2i&ys of receipt of the
‘ application.
605 TEMPORARY SIGNS ON PUBLIC SPACE
605.1 It shall be unlawful to affix a temporaryrsip any fixture on public space, or to

| displayplacea sign on public space, except as provided insgsion.
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605.2

605.3

605.4

605.5

605.6

605.7

605.8

605.9

[Comment — The purpose of this chapter as stated in section 600 is to regulate
signs that are physically “on” public space. The use of the term “display” is
confusing and potentially places this section in conflict with the several
sections of these regulations that authorize window, and other exterior signs,
all of which display messages that can be viewed on public space.]

No temporary sign that relates to the simods or services shall be affixed to a
fixture on public space or displayed in any marorepublic space.

A temporary sign that is not prohibited b§0%®.2 may be affixed to a fixture on
public space or displayed on public space for ncentltan one hundred eighty
(180) days. Signs allowed under this section siatlbe displayed in a public
parking by anyone other than an owner or occupfthisoadjacent building.

A temporary sign that is related to a speeifient shall be removed no later than
thirty (30) days following the event to which itrislated. This does not extend
the time limit designated in § 605.3.

Temporary signs authorized by 8§ 605.3 shall:
€) Be no larger than six square feet (6 sq. ft.)

(b) Be affixed or displayed securely to avoid beingntor disengaged by
normal weather conditions;

(c) Not be affixed by adhesives or by any other methadlis likely, either in
the installation or removal, to damage the fixtunel

(d) Not block or actively interfere with any portion thfe pedestrian or
vehicular public right of way.

No more than three (3) versions or copiesteimporary sign shall be displayed
on one (1) side of a street within one (1) blo@lemporary signs in a public
parking that are displayed by an owner or occupétite adjacent building are
not subject to this restriction.

Temporary signs authorized by 8 605.3 daeuptire a permit. Each of these
signs shall contain the date upon which it wasaltyt affixed to a fixture on
public space or displayed on public space.

Temporary construction signs may be displayeder permit, on public space on
temporary barricades, covered walkways, constraaftices, and public space
between the building line and such structures.

The total area of temporary constructionsgjmall be a maximum of two square
feet (2 sq. ft.) for each foot of street frontag¢he lot, with a maximum area of
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| 606
606.1
606.2

606.3

(@)
(b)

606.4

(@)

(b)
(©)

(d)

606.5

forty square feet (40 sq. ft.) for residentiallyned property and two hundred
square feet (200 sq. ft.) for commercially zoneaperty. An additional five
square feet (5 sq. ft.) of sign area shall be pgechon barricades to identify each
adjoining premises or business.

FREESTANDING SIGNS ON PUBLIC SPACE

It shall be unlawful to place a freestandiitpwalk sign on public space without
a permit or authorization under the valet spacelegigns set out at 18 DCMR §
2409.

Permits may be issued only for valet parkiiggs and signs authorized under 88§
606.3 and 606.6.

The owner or occupant of a business premigg during the time the
establishment is open for business, use the spdoent of the building, up to
three feet (3 ft.) from the building wall, for tkdesplay of one (1) freestanding
sidewalk sign (A-frame, sandwich board, or othetadde unlit sign). The sign
shall:

Be secured from blowing over in inclement weathtree by attachment to the
building, by weight at the bottom, or by anothettimoel; and

Not be attached by post, pole, chain, or any atiethod to the sidewalk or any
fixture on public space.

Signs displayed under 8§ 606.3 shall:

Be no taller than four feet (4 ft.), including theight of any post or stand used to
display or secure the sign;

Be no wider than thirty inches (30 in.);

Advertise only those goods, wares, merchandissemices provided within the
establishment; and

Display the permit number of the permit authiorg the sign in public space. The
lettering for the permit number shall not be Idsmtone inch (1 in.) in height.

Signs placed on public space under § 60&IBrstxt reduce the clear pedestrian
path to less than ten feet (10 ft.) in the CerBradiness District as defined in 18
DCMR 8§ 9901 nor to less than six feet (6 ft.) ihadher areas of the District. The
clear pedestrian path shall be a continuous seofisidewalk running parallel to
the curb.
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606.6

606.7

607

607.1

607.2

607.3

607.4

607.5

607.6

607.7

607.8

607.9

Freestanding sidewalk signs not more thasaiare feet (6 sqg. ft.) in area
indicating the location of parking facilities foagpons of a business are allowed
on public space under permit, subject to the i&giris of this section.

Freestanding sidewalk signs indicating tlcation of a public market are allowed
to be displayed on public space without a permitird) the time of the operation
of the public market, subject to the restrictiohghis section.

BANNERS

No banner shall ssplayedplacedon public space without a permit. Banners
attached to private property that extend over pupiace must be approved by all
relevant permitting officials.

[Comment — See Comment at section 605.1.]

Banners shall not extend over public spaae tian forty-two inches (42 in.), or
be maintained less than fourteen feet (14 ft.) aeljmwblic space or a public
parking.

The permitting official may issue a permittect a banner, ornament, or set of
lights between lampposts or across a street onuavieetween buildings or
lampposts; provided, that these objects do notrwtisthe free passage of
pedestrian or vehicular traffic.

It shall be unlawful to attach any electriwaing, lighting, banners, or other
similar objects to trees on public space.

Supports for banners shall be rigid. Banskadl be installed by licensed riggers.

The primary purpose of a banner shall beteesa public, civic, cultural,
neighborhood or community interest.

Sponsor logos may occupy up to ten perc&sb)bf the lower portion of a
banner.

Supports for pendant poles, as defined irstaedard Specifications for
Highways and Structures, shall have a minimum)deen feet (16 ft.) clearance
from the bottom of the lower arm to the bottomtw# banner.

For Twin 20 street light poles, as definethanStandard Specifications for
Highways:
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607.10

607.11

607.12

607.13

607.14

€)) A banner located on the pedestrian walkway sfdbe pole shall not
exceed two feet (2 ft.) wide by four feet (4 ftiggn and shall have an
absolute minimum of twelve feet (12 ft.) clearafroen the bottom of the
banner.

(b) A banner located on the roadway side of the gbhll not exceed one and
one half feet (1.5 ft.) wide by three feet (3 figh and shall have an
absolute minimum of fourteen feet (14 ft.) cleamfrom the bottom of
the banner.

For #18 street light poles, as defined énStandard Specifications for Highways
and Structures:

€) The banner located on the pedestrian walkwagy @i the pole shall not
exceed two feet (2 ft.) wide by four feet (4 ftiggn and shall have an
absolute minimum of twelve feet (12 ft.) clearafroen the bottom of the
banner.

(b) The banner located on the roadway side of the ghall not exceed one
and half feet (1.5 ft.) wide by two feet (2 ft.ghiand shall have an
absolute minimum of fourteen feet (14 ft.) cleamfrom the bottom of
the banner.

For #16 street light poles, as defined enStandard Specifications for Highways
and Structures:

@) The banner located on the pedestrian walkwasy ai the pole shall not
exceed two feet (2 ft.) wide by two and one hattf@.5 ft.) high and
shall have an absolute minimum of eleven feet () liearance from
bottom of the banner.

(b) The banner shall not be attached on the roadvwdeyfor this type of pole.
Banners shall not be attached to fiberglakss.

The owner of a permitted banner shall notié permitting official when the
banner has been removed. If, upon inspectione isetamage to one (1) or more
poles, the owner shall pay the permitting offi¢@l the cost of repairing the
damage.

The owner of a permitted banner shall foléotypical traffic control plan, issued
by the permitting official, for the use of curb spaduring banner installation. No
work may take place in travel lanes during rushrlou
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608

608.1

| 608.2

608.3

608.4

608.5

PERMANENT SIGNS ON PUBLIC SPACE
It shall be unlawful to affix a permanesign to any fixture on public space, or to

display placea permanent sign on public spa@xcept as provided in this
section.

[Comment — See comment to section 605.1 regarding use of the word
“display”.]

No permanent sign shall peced-displayedn public space without a permit.
All such signs are subject to the review and apgro¥the Public Space
Committee.

Bulletins shall:

(&8  Announce non-commercial events that are open tpubéc or of general
interest;

(b) Be located on a public parking;

(c) Not exceed twenty square feet (20 sq. ft.) in aaed,;

(d) Be supported on posts or pilasters or includedrimoaument sign that
does not exceed forty-two inches (42 in.) in heigitluding the height of
any post or stand used to display or secure thme sig

Public Facility Signs, such as signs and médethes for public schools, libraries,

recreation centers, and parks, are allowed on @8phkce subject to permit and

the following conditions:

(@  The text of the sign is limited to the name of thelity and street
number;

(b)  The sign faces the street or streets upon whialamces to the facility are
located; and

(c) The area of the sign does not exceed forty sqestg40 sq. ft.); or

(d)  The sign is a small sign, not more than six sqteet(6 sq. ft.) in area,
that is displayed on public space at entrance days.

Neighborhood Signs that promote neighborhdextity and are sponsored by

non-government organizations are allowed on pidgace, subject to permit and
the following conditions:

25



€)) The signs are located at the boundaries of a nergbbd,;
(b) No more than four (4) signs are displayed for eagighborhood;

(c) The signs are either twenty-four inches (24 in.JJygnty-four inches (24
in.), or forty inches (40 in.) by seventy-two insh@2 in.); and

(d)  The signs are supported by posts or pilasterseoinatuded in a
monument sign that does not exceed forty-two in¢h2sn.) in height,
including the height of any post or stand usedi¢pldy or secure the sign.

608.6 Signs for each school, college, hotel, phiileopic institution, non-profit
organization, hospital, residential care facilty,church, shall be limited to a
total area not to exceed forty square feet (40t9q.

608.7 When approved by the permitting official,caeplate or nameplates, each plate
not more than six square feet (6 sqg. ft.) in asball be allowed on the public
parking at entrance driveways, upon recommendatidine Public Space
Committee. The area of the nameplates shall nobbeted towards the limits on
total sign area specified in § 608.6.

609 SIGNS ON VEHICLES

609.1 Unless otherwise specifically allowed by law,advertising sign shall be
transported over public space, except signs display motor vehicles that
advertise théona fide business of the owner. No full motion video déggl may
be affixed to any part of a motor vehicle.

609.2 Notwithstanding § 609.1, the sale and use of coroi@erevenue advertising
space on the rear and side exteriors, or entieriextsurfaces ofietrobuspublic
transitbuses-vehiclemcluding thosaunder the control and operation of the
Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMA) _and on private
tourism service buseshall be allowed for such vehicles operating obliptspace
within the District of Columbia, subject to theltaking conditions:

@ No advertisement shall be displayed that violdtestitle or any other
District or federal law.

(b)  The rear and side exterior advertising space ¢ematfive terpercent
(5%) {20%)of the total number dfietrebusthe busesvehiclestilized
during any calendar year-avaialite public-transitand/or tourism
serviceoperationgor each operatashall beavailablereservetdr District
government non-political messagaad advertisements regarding
community, art, cultural, educational, and siméaents.
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609.3

609.4

610

610.1

610.2

610.3

[Comment — The proposed revisions clarify that the content
requirement is applicable to those buses that are actually utilized in
public space rather than the possible number that could be utilized, but
are not actually used for advertising. The term “available” is used with
respect to District government non-political messages to take into
account that there may be insufficient demand for the space that is
actually open for such announcements.]

Notwithstanding § 609.1, the sale and usmwfmercial revenue advertising
space on pedicabs and other non-motorizeticles shall be allowed, provided
such advertising signs shall not:

€) Extend past the frame of the vehicle; or

(b) Obstruct or interfere with any safety devices.

Notwithstanding § 609.1, the Director of DDOT ns®fl space on and within
D.C. Circulator vehicles or other assets for tispldy of advertisements and
enter into one or more agreements with entitiesetbspace on these vehicles or
other assets in return for a fee, a percentageatf revenues, or as a gift or
donation of services approved by the Mayor.

[Comment - The provisions as proposed create an unjustifiable advertising
monopoly for Metro. By authorizing advertising on hundreds of Metro buses,
while prohibiting advertising on tourism service buses, the proposed regulation
operates at cross purposes with the stated regulatory purposes of the
proposed regulation of limiting commercial advertising on vehicles and thereby
violate protections on commercial speech. The proposed language would
eliminate these defects by authorizing the display of limited advertisements
on the very few additional specialized buses that are licensed by the District for
the specific purpose of transporting tourists.]

ADDITIONAL RESTRICTIONS AND REQUIREMENTS

It shall be unlawful to place any advertisipgpn any sidewalk in any manner
whatever, including but not limited to projectimgages or shadows upon the
sidewalk or the use of lenses or reflectors exasmxpressly permitted under
District law regulations.

It shall be unlawful to deface any fixturepublic space by use of lime, mortar,
paint, ink, adhesive, chemical, chisel, or any othaterial or device.

It shall be unlawful to mark, paint, or engra sidewalk, roadway, curb, or any
other surface on public space for the purpose wériging.
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610.4

610.5

610.6

610.7

610.8

610.9

Unless permitted by these regulations op#reitting official, it shall be
unlawful to attach any guy-wire, rope, chain, drestobject to a fixture on public
space for the purpose of displaying a sign.

It shall be unlawful for any person, otherttan employee or agent of the
District, to climb or use any tool or equipmenstale a fixture on public space,
without a permit.

It shall be unlawful to display material arydree or in any tree box on public
space except:

€) The Metropolitan Police Department (MPD) mégpthy signs in the
interest of public safety or crime investigatiortsade the drip line of the
tree’s canopy in a continuous tree strip, but na@véne rectangular tree
box space;

(b) Emergency No Parking or Reserved Parking sigag be displayed as
authorized by the permitting official; and

(c) Temporary Road Work signs authorized by thenitéing official may be
displayed outside the drip line of the tree’s caniopa continuous tree
strip, but never in the rectangular tree box space.

Any sign displayed on a tree in accordantle %610.6 shall be affixed in a
manner that does not puncture, strip, or otheriasen the bark of the tree.
Nailing, stapling, tacking, pasting, or similarlffiging any sign to a tree on
public space is prohibited. The use of flaggirpan or tape is permissible.

No sign shall be affixed to the front faceear face of a regulatory sign on
public space, or on any part of a traffic signghtior pole.

No sign shall be allowed on public space picbrially represents the
commission of or the attempt to commit a crime @pidting nudity (male or
female genitals, pubic areas or buttocks with feas a fully opaque covering,
female breasts with less than a fully opaque cagesin any part of the areola or
nipples, or the covered genitals in a discernibigitd or other recognizable state)
or sexual intercourse or other sexual acts.
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CHAPTER 7 SIGNS ON PRIVATE PROPERTY

700 APPLICABILITY

700.1 This chapter shall govern the display anohteaance of outdoor display signs
‘ and other forms abn premise-extericadvertising

[Comment — The proposed revision is intended to make clear what content, i.e.

on premises advertising, is being authorized by this chapter. Additionally, a

definition of the term “on premise” should be included in the definition section
‘ of the title. See additional comments at section 705.1.]

701 PERMITTING AND ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS
701.1 The permitting and enforcement official m@sgible for issuing permits and

enforcing the provisions of this title for signs private property shall be the
Director of DCRA.

702 PERMIT REQUIRED

702.1 All signs on private space shall require raniteexcept signs governed by 88
706.2, 706.6, and 713.1.

703 PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS

703.1 An application for a permit under this chagteall be made in a form required by

the permitting official and shall include:

€) The name, address, telephone number, and adtagss of the applicant,
sign company, and property owner;

(b) Construction documents indicating the sizehefgign, the location where
the sign will be placed, the height of the signtemals, and all electrical
and structural details;

(c) fe}-Unless submitted electronically, four (4) sets lahg on at least eleven

inch by seventeen inch (11 in. x 17 in.) paper.

704 ACTION ON A PERMIT APPLICATION

704.1 The permitting official shall review the pétrapplicationand issue a decision
within thirty (30) days of submission.




[Comment - This proposed revision clarifies that the permitting official must
make the decision to grant or to deny the application within 30 days.]

704.2 In addition to DCRA technical review and zanreview, the permit application
may be subject to review by DDOT, OP, the Commigsio the National Capital
Planning Commission (NCPQYnless otherwise specified in this title, the
permitting official shall refer all applications snich entities within ten (10) days
after receipt of such application. The reviewimditg shall provide its report
within thirty (30) days thereafter

704.3 No application shall be deemed complete atitihformation required by this
chapter is filed and all required fees are paid.

204.4 . , A . itting
thicial finds. licati Itel. FEFY I

[Comment — Section 704.3 establishes a clear standard. This section introduces
a subjective element and is unnecessary.]

704.5 Upon approval of all reviewing agenciesiga permit application will be
approved and a permit issued. All permits shalNddel for one (1) year, unless
otherwise noted on the permit.

705 GENERAL REQUIREMENTS AND RESTRICTIONS
| 705.1 Noon premise-advertisisign shall be displayed on any surface or premises

unless the sign advertiseba@na fide business conducted on the premises for
which a Certificate of Occupancy has been issued.

[Comment — Nowhere in the title is there a definition of the term “advertising
sign”. The term “advertising sign is often used in the regulations of other cities
to denote an “off premise” sign.]

| 705.2 No more than fifty percent (50%) percdrthe area of apdvertising on premise
sign shall be used to advertise products or comtiesdiand these shall be items
actually sold on the premises.

[Comment — In many municipal sign codes the term “advertising sign” is used
to denote an off premise sign. In order to avoid that confusion, the term
“advertsing sign” is deleted and the defined term on premise sign is
substituted.]

705.3 Sign permits shall be issued separately froiding permits. No sign permit for
a new building or alteration shall be issued watftér the building permit has been
issued.

30



705.4

705.5

705.6

Every sign shall be subject to inspectiothgyenforcement official.

All signs shall be maintained in a structyrabund condition. Any sign that is
unsafe or not properly maintained shall be suliggoetmoval.

All signs displayed without a required pershiall be deemed unauthorized and
shall be subject to removal.

706 TEMPORARY SIGNS ON PRIVATE PROPERTY

706.1

706.2

706.3

706.4

Temporary sales or leasing signs indicatiegatvailability of the new property on
which they are displayed for sale or lease mayig@aled subject to a permit for
no more than one hundred eighty (180) days and abreain the date of the
sign’s initial display.

Temporary directional signs indicating th&dhmg of an event or a real estate

open house at a particular property may be disglaythout a permit; provided
that these signs are first posted on the day oéveat and are removed within

one (1) hour after the event concludes.

Temporary business identification signs magisplayed, subject to a permit, on
premises where building operations are being caeducPermits shall be issued

for these signs if they will be erected on tempptaarricades, covered walkways,
construction offices, or the public space betwdenuilding and the structure.

Temporary project identification signs maydisplayed on construction sites,
subject to a permit. These signs may contain #mees and addresses of the
engineers, architects, contractors, and finaneisgitutions and may identify the
project or purpose of the building. These sigradldie removed upon completion
of the building operations, or sooner, if the enémnent official finds that

removal is necessary to preserve the public hesdfiety, or welfare.

706.5 Banners attached to a building shall require a fierm

706.6

Non-commercial signs may be displayed on residiemtaperty or in a public parking by

the owner or occupant of the property, or the ovanerccupant of the property

adjacent to the public parking, without a permigypded, that:

(@  The sign complies with the structural requiremestéted in chapter 11 of
this title;

(b)  The sign is not:

(1)  Aroof sign;

[Comment — This provision creates a First Amendment conflict with
section 709 which authorizes commercial roof signs. Under applicable
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707

707.1

708
708.1

708.2

708.3

708.4

law, commercial speech cannot be favored over non-commercial
speech.]

(2)  Avariable message sign;

[Comment- This provision creates a First Amendment conflict with
section 712, which broadly authorizes commercial variable message
signs.]

{5H(3) A projecting sign;
{2)(4) A billboard;
£3)(5) llluminated; or

{4)(6) Audible; and

(c) The sign is not more than twenty square feet (2@ 3gn area.

PERMANENT DIRECTIONAL SIGNS

Signs not more than six square feet (6 sq. ftar@a attached to a building
indicating the location of parking facilities foagpons shall be allowed under
permit.

PROJECTING SIGNS

Signs projecting from or beyond a buildimgelor building restriction line shall
be allowed in Commercial and Industrial Distri@s,defined in the Zoning
Regulations, when supported on iron or steel btacked stayed securely, or
affixed in an approved equivalent manner, subthé limitations imposed by
chapter 11 of this title.

No sign may project more than forty-two inches @2 beyond the interior lot
line or building restriction line, on the streatritage of a building.

Hooded lights may be placed on projectingssgplely to illuminate the signs,
but the hoods of the lights shall not project miian an additional six inches (6
in.).

No part of a projecting sign shall have tess eleven feet (11 ft.) clearance
above the surface of a sidewalk or any other spaed by pedestrians, nor less
than fifteen feet (15 ft.) clearance above theas@fof any driveway in public
space.
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708.5

708.6

708.7

708.8

708.9

708.10

709

709.1

No portion of a projecting sign shall extewer public space closer than eighteen
inches (18 in.) from the curb lane. No sign, idahg illumination, shall project
more than six inches (6 in.) beyond the buildimg lin alleys.

Double-faced projecting signs on the frobwifdings shall not extend above the
roof or parapet a distance of more than one-tHif8) (of the height of the sign nor
more than four feet (4 ft.). Such signs may retuwrer the roof or parapet not
over eighteen inches (18 in.) back of the facénefwall.

No sign attached to a building or installacpdvate property and projecting over
public space shall be erected or hung so as togssway, or revolve in any
manner, except banners or flags. The supportsdoners and flags shall be
installed so as to be rigid.

Signs may be supported by canopies, margpeggos, and roofs of show
windows constructed so as to safely support thghteif the sign or signs, in
addition to the required snow and wind loads. €hsgns shall not extend more
than forty-two inches (42 in.) beyond the buildlirge.

No banner, sign, or flag used for advertising pagsoshall be displayed on any
building, wall, fence, pole, or structure unlegseamit for it has been issued, nor
shall any banner, sign, or flag extend over pubfp@ce more than forty-two

inches (42 in.).

Signs may be placed or painted on the etfiaces of valances, or on top of or
hung from a canopy, marquee, portico, or awning if:

(a) The sign consists of one horizontal line of letteach letter not to exceed
twelve inches (12 in.) in height;

(b) The line of letters designates only the street remdb the premises and
the name of the occupant or building or trade naand,;

(c) In Residential and Special Purpose Districts, flgassare for apartment
houses and hotels only.

SIGNS ON ROOFS
Signs on roofs are allowed if:

(@ They are not erected above the height limit esthbli by the Zoning
Regulations;
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709.3

709.4

710

710.1

710.2

711

711.1

711.2

(b) The base of the sign is not less than six inchés.Y&or more than
eighteen inches (18 in.) above the roof parapetavaivhich it is erected
or affixed;

(c) The height of the sign does not exceed half ofatitth of its base; and

(d)  The maximum area of the sign does not exceed ongréd square feet
(100 sq. ft.) unless specifically allowed by themitting official.

All roof signs shall be securely braced fastened with lag screw expansion
bolts, anchor plates, or by another approved stralty sound method, to prevent
accidents in high winds.

Roof signs shall not be erected or hung $o swing, sway, or revolve in any
manner.

Complete structural plans indicating roofstauction, method of attachment, and
sign framing shall be provided with all applicatsdior permits for signs on roofs.
WALL SIGNS

Wall signs that have an area exceeding fojtpare feet (40 sq. ft.) shall be
constructed of metal or other approved noncomblestiaterial.

The permitting official may issue permitgtsplay a sign or signs on those side
walls of a corner building which abut a public streor on those side walls of
buildings that have a public entrance opening tmifiess purposes in an alley,
when these signs comply with this chapter.

GROUND AND POLE SIGNS

Unless prohibited by the permitting offiaalin violation of this chapter, the
structural frame of ground and pole signs shallogoerected above the following
heights:

@ For combustible materials, thirty five feet (35 fibove the ground; and

(b) For noncombustible material, one hundred feet fL.p@bove the ground.

Where wood anchors or supports are embeaddbd soil, the wood shall be
pressure treated. All fasteners shall be of caprosesistant material.
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VARIABLE MESSAGE SIGNS

Variable message sighst comply with the provisions of section 7§Hall be

permitted in Commercial and Industrial Districtsdagined in the Zoning
Regulations, when located entirely upon the lanthefowner and not projecting
beyond the bU|Id|ng line, subject to the cond|t|0|h$h|s schonA&useeIm%lms

[Comment — The term “variable message sign” is defined in chapter 99. The
definition in this section conflicts with that definition and should be stricken.]

Variable message signs are prohibited onoib#s or in windows of buildings or
structures.

Complete details of the erection and opamadf variable message signs shall be
submitted with the sign permit application.

The area of variable message signs shadixoated forty square feet (40 sq. ft.)
per face.

Variable message signs shall have nothesseight feet (8 ft.) clearance above
the adjacent ground level and the total heighhefdign above grade shall not
exceed twenty feet (20 ft.).

Exposed lights or tubing are prohibited ariable message signs, and
illumination shall be from indirect or internal scas.

The duration of each display may not betless eight (8) seconds and the
transition time between messages may not be gribaiertwo (2) seconds.

No variable message sign may be installedadntained if DDOT has
determined that the sign location, size, or he@didve gradeiolates a specific
standard in District requlations governinggativeh-impactyehicular traffic
safety.

[Comment - The net effect of this provision standing alone would be to permit
the widespread proliferation of hundreds of 40 square foot electronic variable
message signs, including multiple matrixes of such signhs in Commercial and
Industrial zones throughout the District. Further, both this provision and the
definition of the term “variable message sign” fail to set any standard
regarding safety, location, number, brightness, duration of messages,
proximity to residential or other sensitive areas. Finally, this section does not
confine the permitting official’s discretion to specific safety standards that
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have been adopted by regulation, thereby permitting subjective and
unsubstantiated determinations.]

REAL ESTATE SIGNS

One (1) sign for the sale, rent, or leadarad or premises may be placed on
private property or attached to the exterior of baoyding with the written
consent of the owner or the owner's agent. A pgdasmot required for signs
under six square feet (6 sq. ft.).

The area of a real estate sign shall notegiktseenty square feet (20 sq. ft.) if
located within a residential district, or sixty sge feet (60 sq. ft.) if located
outside a residential district.

Real estate signs shall be located on #maipes advertised.

A real estate sign exceeding six squarg(@esq. ft.) shall require a permit and
shall be subject to the time limitations in § 706.1

In a Residential District, as defined in Zlmming Regulations, one (1) sign for the
sale, rent, or lease of land or premises may beeglan private property or
attached to the exterior of the building with tlemsent of the owner or the
owner's agent; provided, that if the sign exceedsquare feet (6 sq. ft.), it shall
require a permit and shall not exceed twenty siemte(20 sq. ft.).

In a non-Residential District, an owner aruggant of a building up to four (4)
stories tall may display one (1) sign for the sedaf, or lease of land or premises
on private property or attached to the exteriathefbuilding with the consent of
the owner or the owner's agent; provided, thdtefgign exceeds six square feet
(6 sq. ft.), it shall require a permit and shalt erceed sixty square feet (60 sq.
ft.).

In a non-Residential District, an owner acugzant of a building more than four
(4) stories tall may display signs for the saletrer lease of land or premises to
be placed on private property or attached to therex of the building with the
consent of the owner or the owner's agent; provitted if a sign exceeds six
square feet (6 sq. ft.), it shall require a peani the total square footage of all
real estate signs shall not exceed eight hundrearsdeet (800 sq. ft.).

MAXIMUM SIZE OF SIGNS
In any district other than a Residentigbpecial Purpose District, the total area
of sign or signs subject to the provisions of thiapter and attached to, displayed

from, or erected upon any building, lot, or pamiland, shall not exceed the
limits prescribed in 8§ 715 through 719.
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715 ONE-STORY BUILDINGS

715.1 Signs on one-story buildings shall be mgdathan two square feet (2 sq. ft.) for each
foot of width of the front of the building. Thegsi shall only advertise the
business or profession of the owner or an occupftie building, and the signs
shall be placed on the front within the limits b&tportion of the front in which
the advertised business is located. Roof sign$ shizexceed one hundred
square feet (100 sq. ft.) facing any one streetté&ge.

716 FIRST FLOOR STORES OR BUSINESSES IN MULTI-STARY
BUILDINGS
716.1 The provisions of § 715 shall apply, exdkpt signs for first floor stores or

businesses in multi-story buildings shall be ndkighan twenty feet (20 ft.)
above the sidewalk.

716.2 The total area of all signs above the twéott (20 ft.) height specified in § 716.1
shall not exceed the limits set forth in Table ,#b6 each street frontage.

TABLE 716
SIGNS ABOVE THE FIRST STORY

AREA OF WALL ABOVE MAXIMUM ALLOWABLE
20 FEET AREA OF
ABOVE THE SIGNS ABOVE
SIDEWALK, 20 FEET
ON STREET ABOVE
FRONTAGE SIDEWALK
(square feet) ON STREET FRONTAGE
Up to 1600 40 sq. ft.
Over 1600 up to 4000 1/40 of area orf] V\_/all above 20 ff
eight
100 sq. ft. roof signs, or 1/40 of
area of wall
Over 4000 above 20 ft.
height for signs
below roof
717 SINGLE-OCCUPANCY BUILDINGS
717.1 Where an entire building over one story iighieis occupied by one business,

store, or occupant, the total area of all signsach street frontage shall not
exceed the limits set forth in Table 717.

TABLE 717
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718.1

719

719.1

720

720.1

721

721.1

722

SIGNS ON SINGLE-OCCUPANT MULTI-STORY BUILDINGS

MAXIMUM ALLOWABLE

AREA OF WALL AREA OF
ON STREET FRONTAGE SIGNS ON
(square feet) STREET

FRONTAGE
Up to 4000 100 sq. ft.

1/40 of area of wall, of which
not more than
100 sq. ft. is
above the roof

Over 4000

UNIMPROVED LOTS OR LOTS WITH A SMALL OFFICE

Where a business is conducted on an uniragriot or a lot with a small office,
two square feet (2 sq. ft.) of sign area for eadit bf street frontage is permitted,
up to a maximum of one hundred fifty square fe&0(4q. ft.) per frontage. The
area of the signs on buildings shall not exceetigaamitted under § 715.

PARKING RATE SIGNS

Where 24 DCMR 8§ 609 requires the posting e¢hedule of automobile parking
rates, a sign setting forth this schedule, not ntiose twenty square feet (20 sq.
ft.) in area, is permissible, in addition to theas otherwise allowed under 88 715
through 718.

TEMPORARY AUTOMOBILE PARKING LOTS

Where the permitting official approves tengpg automobile parking lots the
total area of signs for each lot shall not exceeshty square feet (20 sq. ft.)
facing each street upon which the lot has a vehaiehtrance. This area is in
addition to separate signs authorized under otfmrigons of this title.

SIGN SUPPORTS

Signs on private property shall be suppartegdosts or pilasters, subject to
permit, but shall not be placed so as to extend awealkway or roadway unless
there is at least eight feet (8 ft.) of clearanoeve the walkway or fifteen feet (15
ft.) of clearance above the roadway.

APARTMENT HOUSE SIGNS
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723.2

For apartment houses, signs shall be limtekde name and house number of the
building. These signs shall only be permissiblady face the street or streets
upon which entrances to the building are locat&gdartment house signs shall not
exceed the limits set forth in Table 722 for eachding frontage. Signs placed
on a marquee, canopy, or awning, as allowed und@68shall not be counted
towards the area limitation given in Table 722 r the purposes of this section, a
group building erected under a covenant shall bsidered a single building.

TABLE 722
APARTMENT HOUSE SIGNS

MAXIMUM ALLOWABLE

STREET FRONTAGE SIZE OF

(feet) SIGN ON

STREET FRONTAGE

(square feet)

Up to 45 4

Over 45 up to 50 5

Over 50 up to 55 6

Over 55 up to 60 7
8
9

Over 60 up to 65
Over 65 up to 70

Over 70 up to 75 10
Over 75 up to 80 11
Over 80 up to 85 12
Over 85 up to 90 13
Over 90 up to 95 14
Over 95 up to 100 15
Over 100 up to 105 16
Over 105 up to 110 17
Over 110 up to 115 18
Over 115 up to 120 19
Over 120 20

OFFICE BUILDINGS, COMMERCIAL, OR INDUSTRIAL US ES

For buildings or premises approved by tharB@f Zoning Adjustment or Zoning
Commission for office, commercial, or industriabasthe total area of signs for
each building or premises shall not exceed thestesfsthe limit prescribed in
§714.1, or forty square feet (40 sq. ft.), or satter limitation imposed by the
Board of Zoning Adjustment or Zoning Commissiorhe$e signs shall be
attached flat against the wall of the building ssl¢hey are governed by § 720.

Signs governed by 8§ 723 shall be permittedamopies, marquees, porticos, and
awnings located entirely on private property, whdisplayed in the manner and
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723.4

724

724.1

724.2

724.3

724.4

724.5

with the limitations stated in 8 405. These sighall be counted towards the
maximum allowable area of signs.

Signs marketing new residential units fot & lease shall be allowed for a
maximum of one hundred eighty (180) days from @&issuance of the first
certificate of occupancy. Size shall be subje¢heolimitations in § 722.

Where 24 DCMR § 609 requires that a scheafudeitomobile parking rates be

posted, a setting forth this schedule, not more theenty square feet (20 sq. ft.)
in area, shall be allowed on office, commercialinolustrial buildings in addition
to the areas permitted under § 720.

RESIDENTIAL OR SPECIAL PURPOSE DISTRICT LIMITA TIONS

No sign or signs shall be allowed in anyitRegial District, as fixed by the
Zoning Regulations, unless the permitting offiéssues a permit in accordance
with this section.

This section shall not be construed to gragitgreater area or illumination than
limited by specific order of the Board of Zoning jastment or Zoning
Commission. If a specific order prohibits any sagrillumination, the specific
order shall take precedence over this section.

Residential District signs on private préypshall be located on the portions of
the building or premises occupied by the use fockvthe signs are authorized.

Residential District signs shall be illumethby steady white lighting only. No
fluctuating, pulsating, or moving lights or lighgyrdesigned to change appearance
in any manner shall be allowed in a Residentiatrigts Where illumination of
signs located in Residential Districts is by gdse) these tubes shall not be
visible but may be arranged so as to provide ictlirght.

For buildings or premises located in Spediapose Districts, as defined in the
Zoning Regulations, the total area of signs suliethis section shall not exceed
the limits set forth in Table 724, nor those imgbbg any specific order of the
Board of Zoning Adjustment or Zoning Commission.

TABLE 724
SIGNS IN SPECIAL PURPOSE DISTRICTS
MAXIMUM ALLOWABLE
SIZE OF
STREET FRONTAGE SIGN ON
(feet) STREET FRONTAGE
(square feet)
Upto 40 40 sq. ft.
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Over 40 up to 100 1 sq. ft. per foot of frontage
100 sq. ft. plus
Over 100 0.5 sq. ft. per foot of frontage
over 100
724.6 A permit shall not be required for a narapto advertise a home occupation;

provided, that it is one square foot (1 sg. ft.Jems in area and bears only the
name and occupation of the occupant of the building

724.7 This section shall not be construed totgrag greater area or illumination than
limited by specific order of the Board of Zoning jastment or Zoning
Commission. If such a specific order prohibitsgnr illumination, the specific
order shall take precedence over this section.

CHAPTER 8 DESIGNATED ENTERTAINMENT AREA SIGNS

800 APPLICABILITY

800.1 This chaptesets forth all provisions in this title thsiall govern signs within Designated
Entertainment Areas (DEAS).

| 800.1800.2 DEAs shall include the following:

(@)  The Gallery Place Project as described in D.C.c@iffiCode § 47-
2005(30)(B) (2012 Supp.), except that the lots atsing the project have
been combined and are now known as Lot 50 in Sgl&te the private
alley located between the project and the progeroyvn as the Verizon
Center, Square 455, Lot 47; and the northern fagatlee Verizon Center;

(b)  The Verizon Center property and building locate@a@are 455, Lot 47,
including the Gallery Place Metro Entrance on tbmer of 7th and F
Streets, NW,

(c) The Southwest Waterfront (SW Waterfront), includihg Southwest Fish
Market, between Maine Avenue, SE, and the Washm@teannel, from
the 12th Street Expressway to a line north of M&trSW, as it would be
extended to Washington Channel,

(d)  The Ballpark Area between South Capitol Street,&8i, First Street, SE,
from M Street, SE, to Potomac Avenue, SE, excegitrib signs shall be
placed facing South Capitol Street or Potomac Aeecand

(e)  Other areas the Mayor designates.
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800.3 Unless otherwise exempted, signs in DEAHR bhaubject to this title and all
other applicable statutes and regulations.

8066-2——800-4-DEA signs may include outdoor graphics and visuzdsiners, digital

screens, digital video monitors, theater marquaed fixed and animated signs for
commercial establishments located within a DEA.

[Comment —Many of the terms used to describe signs that are permitted in DEAs
are not defined, or even found elsewhere in the chapter. Other terms that are
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defined elsewhere in the title such as “variable message signs”are not included
in this section. This section should be revised so as to include defined terms to
describe the signs that are being authorized.]

800.5 DEA signs may also include projections ofistar moving images onto:
€)) The Gallery Place Project, including the privateyalocated between the
Project and the property known as the Verizon Gente

(b) Buildings in squares 700 and 701 within the Bakparea, with the
exception of any facade facing South Capitol Streed

(c) Non-residential buildings within the SW Waterfrowith the exception of
any facade facing Maine Avenue, S¥hd

(d) Other DEASs designated by the Mayor.

801 PERMITTING AND ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS
801.1 The permitting and enforcement official resgble for issuing permits and
enforcing the provisions of this title for signs private property within a DEA
shall be the Director of DCRA.
801.2 The permitting official responsible for issgipermits and enforcing the
provisions of this title for signs on public spaeighin a DEA shall be the
Director of DDOT.
802 APPLICANT QUALIFICATIONS
802.1 At the time of the submission of the appiarathe applicant shall:
@ Have a valid Basic Business License authorizingatiy@icant to do
business as a business engaged in outdoor adveiitisihe District of
Columbia;
(b) Have a valid Good Standing Certificate issued byRBCand
(c) Be in compliance with the Clean Hands Act.

803 PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS

803.1 An application for a permit under this cleayghall be made in a form required by
the permitting official and shall include:
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803.2

€)) The name, address, telephone number, and emaédszldf the applicant
and property owner;

(b) Plans drawn to scale, showing the details of canstm, dimensions,
lettering, and method of attachment of the sign;

(c) Drawings showing the graphics proposed for display;

(d)  The proposed location of the sign(s) by the stadetess of the building
or premises and the face direction of the wallwfexe (e.g.,
northern-facing);

(e)  The width of the premises or the width and heidtihe building, or any
other dimensions the permitting official deems sseey to determine the
allowable area of the sign;

()] Specifications or other information describing tiige and thickness of
materials for the sign and its supports;

()  An affidavit signed by the applicant or the appthita duly authorized
representative certifying compliance with the Cletmds Act;

(h)  An affidavit signed by the property owner showirmgsent to the

placement of the sigand-to-the-application-ofrelevant-enforcement
mechanisms included in chapter, 12

_[Comment — The Permit Holder alone is responsible for any action
that violates applicable laws or regulations. It is unreasonable to
impose liability on the property owner for violations that the Permit
Holder is responsible for and which may not be readily discoverable
by the property owner.]

{R)(1) _Any other applicable permit required by this tited

{5() __Such other information as the permitting officiahyrequire.

Sign permits shall be issued in the nanmbeapplicant and shall pertain solely
to the location identified on the permit.

804 ACTION ON A PERMIT APPLICATION

804.1

The permitting official shall not issue arspermit if the sign would be located
on a property:

44



804.2

804.3

804.4

804.5

804.6

804.7

804.8

€)) Classified by the Office of Tax and Revenue (OT&C#ass 3 or Class 4
for property tax assessments; or

(b)  Whose owner of record, as listed in the propentyrégords of OTR, at the
time the application is submitted cannot demonsitampliance with the
Clean Hands Act or owes more than one hundredrddf4.00) in taxes
or delinquent fines to the District of Columbia,esdenced in the records
of OTR.

No application shall be complete until afbrmation required by this chapter is
filed and all required fees are paid.

Ill_e_tulnel frasmes mellueleel th-this-chapter Sl'a”a@et y-untithe-permittin

[Comment — Section 704.3 establishes a clear standard. This section introduces
a subjective element and is unnecessary.]

The permitting official shall refer all amaitions for DEA sign permits to DDOT
the Commissionand OP within ten (10) days after the permittiffic@l
determlnes that the appllcatlon IS complﬂ@@i&nd@llshatuewew%he

DDOT the Commissionand OP shall submit a written report to the pdrmnut
off|C|aI W|th|n h|rty (30)%945/—(6@)days from the referral datexeept—that—the

Notwithstanding § 804.5, signs and relatattiimg features subject to the
jurisdiction of the Commission shall be referredite Commission for review
and recommendation pursuant to chapter 3 of theésgirior to review by DDOT
or OP.

The permitting official shall review and apype or deny a DEA sign permit
application within twenty (20) days after theceipt of the report of DDOT, the
Commission, and OP or upon téxpiration of the time period provided in §
804.5.

[Comment - This proposed provision when combined with sections 804.4,
804.5, and 804.6 results in a processing time of between 90 and 120 days. The
proposed revision sets new time limits that avoid unnecessary regulatory delay
and are consistent with the 10/20/30 time limits that are proposed

throughout these comments.]

No permit shall be granted if, within th@aéi period provided in this section:
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(a) The Director of DDOT reports in writing that theclgion, size, lighting,
or height above grade of the sign negatively impaehicular traffic
safety or violates federal sign requirements; or

(b)  The Director of OP reports in writing that the pogpd sign would
adversely impact the character and integrity ofDEA or the
immediately adjacent neighborhood.

805 GENERAL DEA REQUIREMENTS
805.1 The following requirements shall apply tol#HA signs.
805.2 Variable message signs may be permitteueiptivate alleys and private spaces

that are open to the general public subject tatmalitions of § 712.

[Comment — We assume that it is the District’s intent to allow the use of
variable message signs throughout the DEA. It is not clear why signage in these
two areas should be limited to variable message signs.]

805.3 Signs that identify a specific location oivate property such as a pier, market,
or stadium are allowed across entrances to theséidos, including private alleys
and private spaces that are open to the generatpub

805.4 No single sign shall exceed an area otlomesand two hundred square feet
(1,200 sq. ft.).
805.5 No sign shalle illuminated in a manner that will provide lightensity og

greater that .3 foot candles of ambient light-heweh-irtensity-or-briliance-do
cause-glare-dmpair the vision of any driver| to etherwise-interfere-with-the

dﬂve%epeﬁa%me#arme{orer—vemaeast I|ght dlrectlyepmmweﬂylnto

reS|dent|aI un|t

A

[Comment - This section uses a series of undefined terms that are subject to
subjective and inconsistent determinations. It is not clear what constitutes
unsatisfactory “glare” or light that would “interfere” with vehicle operations or
how either of those concepts could be objectively defined. Likewise some
“indirect” light in a DEA with the types of signs envisioned for those areas will
inevitably be seen from the residences nearby.]

805.6 No sign shall have audio or sound othar tleaminimis sound caused by general
operation.
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805.7

805.8

No digital screen, digital video monitor,amimated sign or image shall be placed
on the exterior of any building in a DEA such ttia digital screen, digital video
monitor, or animated sign or image is directly asrrom and parallel to any
residential building

Notwithstanding the provisions of § 709.bfrsigns in a DEA shall be subject to
the following restrictions and requirements:

) ‘dential district. : .

[Comment — The foregoing provisions of this section would result in
signage that would not be economically viable. We would like to meet
with District officials to discuss its concerns, and to discuss proposals
that could make roof signs attractive to advertisers while also
compatible with the unique environments of DEAs.]
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805.9

805.10

805.11

806

806.1

806.2

(@)

(b)

(B)  The National Mall;

(C) A national memorial;

(D) U.S. Capitol Building and Grounds; or
(E)  The White House.

Any sign with motion, including but not lirad to digital screens, digital video
monitors, theater marquees, animated signs andesnag other projections, shall
not change images more frequently than every ég)lgeconds and the amount
of time between changed images is no greater thar{2) seconds.

The total area of all attached signs onbaiilging facade facing a public street
may not exceed twenty percent (20%) of the toth af that building fagade.

A Special Sign, as defined and regulatechiapter 9 of this title, may be
transferred into a DEA subject to the requirementhis chapter and chapter 9,
and shall not count toward the total signs areaigxd by this chapter.

SPECIFIC LOCATION REQUIREMENTS

Gallery Place Project Graphics shall belaysa in compliance with the
specifications, drawings, limitations, and requiesnts set forth in Illustrations 1
through 6 (lllustrations), which are incorporatsdrbference into this chapter and
are available in the office of the permitting ofdilc

NotW|thstand|ng ) 706{f-prem|se5|gnsare authorlzed Wlthln the DEA.

[Comment — The proposed revision is intended to make clear that the
authorized signs conform to the widely accepted definition of “off-premise
signs”. A definition of “off-premise sign is included in chapter 99. ]

In the Gallery Place Project, the signs are locatedose areas identified in the
lllustrations as the "Corner Heroic Sign Area"loe tAdditional Signage
Area;"

In the SW Waterfront, the signs are located in¢rer®as approximately

perpendicular to Maine Avenue and parallel to thesiWhgton Channel, but not
placed facing parallel to Maine Avenue; and
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806.3

[Comment - This section is deleted because in a DEA all types of signs are
authorized there is no difference between an on premise and an off-premise
sign, including, among others, signs that display video, flashing, or animation.]

806.4 Notwithstanding § 708, the following specrtites apply to projecting Gallery
Place Project Graphics:

€) No Gallery Place Project Graphic located in anyaatgown as
crosshatched in the lllustrations shall projecteritian eight inches (8 in.)
beyond the facade of the structure, and

(b)  Gallery Place Project Graphics located in the "&tont Signage Areas”
depicted on the lllustrations shall project no mitwan forty-eight inches
(48 in.) beyond the building line or building restion line on the street
frontage of a building.

806.5 The following signs may be permitted ondpecified location on the Verizon
| Center—

a——(@)Two (2) separate digital displays on the westede sif the Verizon
Centereach measuring no more than one thousand two hilisqreare
feet (1200 sq. ft.), which would replace two statnivas displays on the
| western side of Verizon Center as they existedume 11, 2012;

| (b) One (1) digital display that forms a right angleward the southwest corner of
the Verizon Center with each display panel of tigita display forming the right
angle measuring no more than twenty-four feet {34rf height and forty-three feet
(43 ft.) in width with the top of each panel of tihgital display starting at the top of
the glass windows on Verizon Center existing a3uoie 11, 2012;

(c) Two (2) separate digital displays, each measurtingare than three feet (3
ft.) in height and eighteen feet (18 ft.) in widthounted on the exterior of the top
of the western and southern entrances to the @a&llace Metro station at the
corner of 7th and F Streets, NW;

| (dYp to two (2) digital displays or static canvaspiégs in the interior space
above and around the escalators in the Metro atatenmtified in paragraph (c) above;

| (e)One (1) static canvas display that forms a rigigi@around the southeast

corner of the Verizon Center with each panel fogrtime right angle measuring
no more than twenty-four feet (24 ft.) in heightldorty-three feet (43 ft.) in
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900

900.1

width with the top of each such panel startincghattbp of the glass windows on
the Verizon Center as they existed on June 11, ;201

(H Up to two (2) separate static canvas displays erettstern side of the Verizon

Center, each measuring no more than one thousandumdred square feet
(1200 sq. ft.).

CHAPTER 9 SPECIAL SIGNS
APPLICABILITY

This chapter shadet forth all provisiongovernng Special Signsinder this title

900.2 A Special Sign shall be defined as one of theythto (32) Special Signs
approved-by thahe Director of DCRA haspprovedoursuant to the Rules for Special Signs
adopted September 22, 2000 (47 DCR 7695).

(a) No new Special Sign Permit shall be issuedHererection or display of any
additional Special Signs.

(b) The Permit Holder odbpecial Sign Permit shall have the right to change
Artwork through the issuance of an Artwork Permitfransfer the locations of a
Special Sigrthrough the issuance of a Transfer of Location Resmprovided in

this Chapter.

[Comment - This revision makes it clear that no additional Special Signs can be
authorized and no new Special Sign Permits can be issued, and clarifies that
these regulations grant affirmative rights to the holders of existing Special Sign
Permits.]

900.3 A Special Sign shall only be displayed on an outdweexterior wall or surface

that is not self-standing, except for the twelve)(@pecial Signs on self-standing structures that
were approved and existing as of January 1, 2@04. of the twelve (12) Special Signs on
self-standing structures may be transferred tonaloeation, as a self-standing Special Sign,

pursuant to the provisions of section 903.

[Comment - This revision provides for the transfer of location of self-standing
Special Signs as self-standing Special Signs under the same provisions, in a
revised section 903, as Special Signs that are located on exterior walls. There is
no apparent rationale for limiting self-standing Special Signs to construction
sites or for limiting their duration to any given location to two (2) years , and
those limitations are proposed to be eliminated. The revision does, however,
continue to limit the total number of self-standing Special Sign Permits to the
twelve (12) that were originally authorized.]
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900.4 Sign support structures that are either attachaah tadjacent building wall
or within twelve inches (12 in.) of an adjacentlBing wall (to ensure that the wall
is not damaged) are not “self-standing” for thepmses of this chapter.

901 PERMITTING AND ENFORCEMENT OFFICIAL

901.1 The permitting and enforcement official @sgible for permitting Special
Signs and enforcing the provisions of this titlalsbe the Director of DCRA.

[Comment - The existing provisions governing the issuance of Special Sign
Permits have been deleted since no additional permits can be issued. Newly
proposed provisions below create separate processes for securing permits for a
change in Artwork, or for Transfer of Location Permits.]

902 APPLICANT QUALIFICATIONS FOR TRANSFER OF LOCATION
PERMITS
902.1 An applicant for a Special Sign Transfekoation Permit from an

existing Special Sign location to a different Spé8ign location, at the time of the
submission of the application shall:
€)) Have a valid Basic Business License authorizimgaghplicant to do
business as a business engaged in outdoor adveiitisine District of
Columbia;

(b) Have a valid Good Standing Certificate issued byRBG orporations
Division;

(c) Be in compliance with the Clean Hands Act; and

(d) Be the holder of the Special Sign Permit for eith&pecial Sign on an
outdoor or exterior wall or surface, or for a selinding Special Sign.

[Comment - The revision makes clear that only a Permit Holder has the
affirmative right to secure a Transfer of Location Permit.]
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903 TRANSFER OF LOCATION OF SPECIAL SIGN _PERMIT
APPLICATION PROCESS
903.1 An application for a Special Sigiransfer of Location Permitnder this chapter
shall be made in a form required by the permitbffgcial and shall be accompanied by the
following:
@) Name, address, telephone number, and emaiéssldf the applicant and
property ownepf the location to which the Special Sign is tddi=ated
(b) Unless filed electronically, four (4) copiesdraiwings, drawn to scale,
showing the details of construction, dimensiongeteng, and method of
attachment of the Special Sighthe new locatign
(c) In the case of a Special Sign displayed onuddamr or exterior wall or

surface, a statement of the width of the premise¢le width and height
of the building, or any other dimensiommsdetermine whether the area that
the Special Sign will occupy is at least as largi¢the size specified in the

Special Sign Permit-deemed-recessary-by-the-pargrdtficial-to
determine-the-area that the Special Sign-will-ogrup

[Comment - The size of a Special Sign displayed on an exterior wall,

or surface or self-standing structure is determined on a permit-by-permit
basis based on the size of the proposed location and the size specified in the
Special Sign Permit.]

(d)

(€)

(f)

(9)

Specifications or other information stating tigge and thickness of
materials to be used for the sign and its supports;

The proposed location of the Special Sign heystreet address of the
building or premises and the face direction ofwlad or surface (e.g.,
“northern-facing”);

An affidavit signed by the applicant or the &pant’s duly authorized

representative, certifying that the applicant isampliance with § 904
and the Clean Hands Act; and

An affidavit signed by the property owner show/consent to the
placement of the Special Sign.
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[Comment — The Permit Holder alone is responsible for any action
that violates applicable laws, or regulations. It is unreasonable to
impose liability on the property owner for violations that the Permit
Holder is responsible for and which may not be readily discoverable
by the property owner.]

903.2 The permitting official shallyvithin ten (10) days of receipt of the Transfer of
Location Permit Application refer all applications fofransfer of Location of a Special Sign
Permit to the following agenies for review andamenendations before a Special Sign Transfer
of Location Permit is issued

(@) DDOT, which shall determine that the proposed Speign transfer location,
sizg lighting, and height above grade comply with fediéaw and do not violate
existing regulations governing vehicular and péaken traffic safety ; and

[Comment - This revision insures that decisions regarding safety of
signs is based on specific regulations. “Established standards” is a
vague standard that invites unsubstantiated and subjective
judgments.]

(b) OP, which shall determine that the&al Sign does not violate Chapters
3 and 4.

903.3 The agencies identified in 8 903.2 shall Stbrwritten report to the
permitting official withinferty-five{45)thirty (30) days from the referral datesceptthatthe
-=. [Pa] Na\ W for apn-e aYa =. aWira hi v A -==n- a

903.4 Within twenty (20) days of receiving the reportsrir the agencies identified in § 903.2
the permitting official shall notify the applicaimt writing whether the Special Sigmansfer of
Location Fermit application has been approved or deniedjfadehied stating the basis under
this chapter for the denialf the application has been approved, the perngithifficial shall
promptly issue the Special Sign Transfer of Locaf@rmit to the Permit Holder.

903.5 Special Sigiransfer of Location &mits shall be issued in the name of
the applicant and shall pertain solely to leev Special Sign location identified on the
permit, subject to the transferability provisiais 909.

903.6 No Special Sign shall receiv€pecial Sign Transfer of Locatiorefnit
unless the Special Sign complies with all apjliedistrict and federal laws and
regulations.
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[Comment - These revisions also shorten the relevant time periods originally
proposed for governmental review from an indeterminate period,with no
specific time limit on how long the permitting official could hold onto the
application before referring it, and then allowing an additional three month
period for referral review and a final decision by the permitting official. The
revision eliminates this unnecessary and protracted delay by setting a specific
period of not more than sixty business days for all reviews to be completed.]

| 904 SPECIAL SIGN ARTWORK PERMIT

| 904.1 All Special Sign Artwork shall be approved prioritstallation, whether as
replacement artwork for an existing Special Sigppart of the permit application for a
Special Sign Transfer of Location Permit .

904.2 A Special Sign Permit Holder may changeSpecial Sign Artwork on an approved
Special Sign by filing an application for a Spe@&ajn Artwork Permit, except that the
permitting official need not refer the Special Shtwork to any other agency if the size and
location of the proposed Special Sign Artwork is §ame as the Special Sign Artwork that it is

replacing.

904.3 A Special Sign Artwork Permit application shall lungde:

a.Name, address, telephone number, and email adofrdss applicantand

b. Unless filed electronically, four (4) copiesaopicture or drawings, drawn to scale,
showing the details of the specific Artwork beinomosed and the dimensions and
method of attachment of the Special Sign.

[Comment - This revision inserts the information included in the now
eliminated Special Sign Permit application section in proposed Section 903.1
that pertains directly to an Artwork Permit application but does not include
other information that would be submitted to DCRA for a Special Sign Transfer
of Location Permit application, or that is not relevant to a determination of
whether the proposed new Artwork complies with the regulations governing
Artwork design.]

904.4 The permitting official shall not approv&pecial Sign Artwork Permit if the Artwork
violates District or federal law.

904.5 The permitting official shall review thee®ml Sign Artwork Permit
application and approve or deny the Special Sigwénk Permit within ten (10)
business days of its submission.

904.6 The permitting official shall not issue@e8ial Sign Artwork Permit unless:
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(@)

(b)

(c)

The identification of the sponsor of the SpecialfSiwhen provided, is
limited to the bottom center, bottom right, or loottleft corner of the
Special Sign artwork, and is limited to the wor@ptnsored by [Name
and/or Logo of Sponsor].” This sponsor identifioatshall be no higher
than one-tenth (1/10) of the maximum vertical disien of the face of the
sign, and no wider than one-third (1/3) of the maxin horizontal width
of the face of the sign;

The Special Sign Artwork is predominantly pictonéth textual matter
on no more than twenty-five percent (25%) of thepliiy area of the sign.
The space occupied by any sponsor identificatiatl siot be counted
against the twenty-five percent (25%) limitatiofny textual matter or
words contained in the pictures of products onsiljas, such as the
labeling on soft drink cans, shall be consideredopial and shall not
count in the calculation of the percentage of taktoatter; and

Except as provided in & 905.6(a), words ineblich the body of the

Special Sign Artwork do not directly or indirecibentify the sponsor or
any of the sponsor’s recognizable campaign slogarserve as a direct
“Call to Action” on behalf of the sponsor.

904.7 The permitting official shall not issue a 8peSign Artwork Permit if the Special Sign

Artwork would be located on a property:

(@)

(b)

Classified by the OTR as Class 3 or Class 4 fop@nty tax assessments;
or

Whose owner of record, as listed in the propentywézords of the OTR, at
the time the application is submitted cannot derratescompliance with
the Clean Hands Act or owes more than one hundialrsl ($100) in
taxes or delinquent fines to the District of Coluamlas evidenced in the
records of the OTR.

904.8 Once a Special Sign Artwork Permit is appdy the permitting official shall stamp as

“approved” two (2) copies of the artwork. One ¢bpy shall be placed in the applicant’s permit

file and be made available for inspection for agjlas the Special Sign remains on display, and

one (1) copy shall be returned to the applicant.
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905 LOCATION LIMITATIONS ON SPECIAL SIGNS

905.1 No Special Sign shall be displayed upon mgilor land located in any of the following

areas:

(@)

(b)

(©)

(d)

(€)

(f)

(9)

Within one hundred feet (100 ft.) of a Resideniatrict, as defined in
the Zoning Regulations;

Within one hundred feet (100 ft.) of a school ourh with a valid
certificate of occupancy for such use;

Within one hundred feet (100 ft.) of a federal astict of Columbia park
or monument;

Between one hundred and two hundred feet (10Q00-ft.) of a
Residential District, as defined in the Zoning Ragans, unless the sign
faces away from the residential district and icpthat an angle of forty-
five degrees (45°) or less with the closest regidenoning district
boundary line;

In or within sixty feet (60 ft.) of any Historic Blirict,
Historic Landmark, or site listed on the most catredition of the
“District of Columbia Inventory of Historic Sitesyinless the Special Sign
is located on a side-wall or back-wall of a builglior site outside a
Residential District, and HPO approves the Sp&igt, if necessary;

In or within one hundred feet (100 ft.) of premises
within the area controlled by the Old Georgetowrt; Ac

In a Waterfront District if prohibited by the Zomn

Regulations;

[Comment - These provisions have been relocated and are now included in the
requirements for a transfer of location permit application.]
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[Comment - Given the prevalence of federal-aid roads throughout the District
coupled with the other restrictions on the location and spacing of Special Signs,
the net effect of the existing draft language would be to prohibit virtually any
Special Signs within the District, even when the location is within those
commercial or industrial areas specified in section 906. This provision is also
inconsistent with the provisions of section 800 et. seq. which would authorize
signs in DEAs that are located 660 feet of a federal-aid road.

As written, the provision does exactly the opposite of what is permitted under
the Highway Beautification Act. Section 131(d) of the Act specifically
authorizes the erection and maintenance of off-premise outdoor advertising
signs “...within six hundred and sixty feet of the nearest edge of the right-of-
way within areas adjacent to the Interstate and primary systems which are
zoned industrial or commercial under authority of state law...” Section
750.704(a)(4) of the FHWA'’s implementation rules further amplifies this by
specifically authorizing outdoor advertising signs “...within 660 feet of the
nearest edge of the right-of-way within areas adjacent to the Interstate and
Federal-aid primary systems which are zoned industrial or commercial under
authority of State law” notwithstanding the fact that a sign located in such a
zone may nonetheless be “visible from the main traveled way and within 660
feet of the nearest edge of the right-of-way” of such controlled roads.]

906 INSTALLATION

906.1 Except for a self-standing Special Sign, a Spefiigih shall be installed on a
building. No part of either the Special Sign orstgporting structure shall protrude above the
wall upon which it is installed.

906.2 Subject to the limitations placed on thenpited transfer of a self-standing Special Sign
in 8 902, the height of a self-standing SpeciahSigall not exceed thirty feet (30 ft.). The self-
standing Special Sign shall provide at least diggt (8 ft.) of clearance from the ground, as
measured from the adjacent grade.

906.3 A Special Sign shall not be installed onding walls so as to cover any existing
window.

906.4 A Special Sign shall not be installed stoasxtend above the lowest portion of the
roofline of an existing building.
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906.5 The topmost point of a Special Sign or ifgsuting structure shall be no higher
than the allowable height for a new building & giemises, as provided by the Zoning
Regulations.

907 ILLUMINATION

907.1 A Special Sign shall not contain any movable partisighly reflective or
fluorescent materials, nor shall it contain 3-dasienal, moving, animated, or periodically-
changing images or text.

907.2 A Special Sign located within five hundred feet@30) of a Residential District,
as established in tt#oning Regulations, shall not be illuminated.

907.3 A Special Sign located more than five hundred (860 ft.)from a Residential

District, as established in tZ®ning Regulations, may be indirectly illuminateggdrojecting
artificial light on the surface of the Special Sigh Special Sign shall not be internally
illuminated and shall not be constructed of or npooate neon or any other type of gas or vapor
lights.

908 TRANSFERABILITY OF SPECIAL SIGN LOCATIONS

908.1 A Special Sign permit shall be transferable towa feeation only under
the following conditions:

(a) The proposed new location of the Special Sgnpies with all
applicable provisions of this title, and all applite District and federal
law;

(b) Except for transfers from locations presentlysale the area defined in 8
909.1(c), the transfer is only for the followingusas:

(1)  The lease for the location of the Special Sigraiscelled,
terminated, or otherwise invalid;

(2)  The Special Sign is partially or totally obstructed

(3)  The location of the Special Sign is or would bdaorger feasible
because of construction or development; and

(c) The proposed new location of the Special Sign thiwi

(1)  The Central Business District (C-4), as definedh®yZoning
Regulations;
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(2)

3)

(4)

The commercial or industrial portions of the Newkdvenue
corridor, areas zoned industrial (M, C-M), as dedirn Chapter 8
of the Zoning Regulations;

The jurisdiction of the District of Columbia Spogsd
Entertainment Commission as of November 1, 2001;

The areas within the Central Employment Area that@unded as
follows:

(A)

(B)

Beginning at the corner of F Street, NW, and 17thes,
NW, west along F Street, NW, to 20th Street, NW{mo
along 20th Street, NW, to Pennsylvania Avenue, Mést
along Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, to 21st Street, N@vth
along 21st Street, NW, to M Street, NW, east alhg
Street, NW, to 20th Street, NW, north along 20tle &t
NW, to N Street, NW, east along N Street, NW, tth19
Street, NW, south along 19th Street, NW, to G $tideV,
east along G Street, NW, to 17th Street, NW, saldghg
17th Street, NW, to F Street, NW,

Beginning at the corner of Rhode Island Averiid/, and

M Street, NW, northeast along Rhode Island AveiNW,

to Massachusetts Avenue, NW, east along Massadhuset
Avenue, NW, to 15th Street, NW,, south along 15te&,
NW, to M Street, NW, west along M Street, NW, taHL6
Street, NW, south along the east side of 16th §th#/, to

| Street, NW, north along the west side of 16tle&trNW,
to M Street, NW, west along M Street, NW, to Rhode
Island Avenue, NW,;

(C) Beginning at the intersection of Massachusetts
Avenue, N.W. and 14th Street, N.W., east along
Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. to 9th Street, N.Wthnor
along 9th Street, N.W. to N Street, N.W., east @alNn
Street, N.W. to 7th Street, N.W., south along e,
N.W. to K Street, N.W., east along K Street, N.w/3td
Street, N.W., south along 3rd Street, N.W. to
Massachusetts Avenue, N.W., west along Massackusett
Avenue, N.W. to Eye Street, N.W., west along Eye&t
N.W. to 9th Street, N.W., south along 9th Street¥WNto H
Street, N.W., west along H Street, N.W. to 11tle&tr
N.W., north along H Street, N.W. to Eye Street, N.\West
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()

(6)

along Eye Street, N.W. to 12th Street, N.W., naiting
12th Street, N.W. to L Street, N.W., west alongtiest,
N.W. to 14th Street, N.W., north along 14th Stré&elV. to
Massachusetts Avenue, N.W.;

(D)Beginning at the intersection of Massachusettenie, NW,
and H Street, NW, east along H Street, NW, to tbeed alley
(formerly Smith Court) in the mid-block between Ssteet, NW,
and North Capitol Street, south along that clodky ¢éine to G
Street, NW, east along G Street, NW, to North @d3treet,
south along North Capitol Street, NW, to Massactisgevenue,
NW, northwest on Massachusetts Avenue, NW, to deBtNW;

(E)Beginning at the intersection of Florida AvenN&, and North
Capitol Street, southeast along Florida Avenue, tdBth Street,
NE, south along 4th Street, NE, to M Street, NEstvadong M
Street, NE, to 3rd Street, NE, south along 3rdebtieE, to K
Street, NE, west along K Street, NE, to 1st StidEt, south along
1st Street, NE, to G Place, NE, west along G Pldé&g to North
Capitol Street, north along North Capitol StreeFlorida Avenue,
NE; and

(F) Beginning at the corner of M Street, SE, andtB&apitol
Street, east along M Street, SE, to 1st Streets&@h along 1st
Street, SE,, to Potomac Avenue, SE, west alongnfaatdvenue,
SE, to South Capitol Street, north along South ©&itreet to M
Street, SE; and

(G) . Beginning at the intersection of Marylandeftwe, S.W. and
Maine Avenue, S.W., east along Maryland Avenue,.St¥\dth
Street, S.W., south along 9th Street, S.W. to sidge 395, west
along Interstate 395 to Maine Avenue, S.W.

[Comment - At the September 12, 2012 DDOT briefing on the
draft Regulations, DDOT officials indicated that the two redlined
area descriptions that are presently authorized for Special Signs
under current law were inadvertently omitted from the draft.
The revision makes the necessary correction to include the
missing area descriptions.]

Squares 700 and 701, and the baseball stadiunetbbatween N
Street, SE, and Potomac Avenue, SE, and SouthdC&pieet and
First Street, SE.

All D esignatedEntertainment Areas; and
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(7)  Any other area, or location designated by the Mayor

[Comment - This revision simply incorporates the provisions in chapter 800 which
authorize Special Signs within DEAs, and provides for additional areas for Special Signs
that may be designated by the Mayor.]

909 REMOVAL

909.1 The removal of any Special Sign that isifeal, drawn, or attached to an
existing structure shall be done in a manner tatds the existing structure in a stable,
undamaged, and sign-free condition.

909.2 The owner of a Special Sign at a locatiminanithorized by 8§ 909 shall

remove the Special Sign in a manner that compligs§910.1 before a Special Sign
permit shall be issued allowing for its transfeatnew location in an area approved
under 8 909. The applicant shall submit photogaphother evidence showing that the
removal complied with § 910.1.

909.3 No Special Sign shall be permitted incatimn from which a Special Sign
has been removed if the location is not withiraeee approved under § 909.

910 NONCONFORMING SPECIAL SIGNS

910.1 Any Special Sign in existence on the date thatdhegpter becomes effective, that does
not conform with the provisions of this chapteramy subsequent amendment to this chapter,
may be continued, operated, occupied and repairédraintained and the rights granted
pursuant to the Special Sign Permit applicablééb Epecial Sign also shall not otherwise be

superceded.

[Comment: This revision adds specific “grandfatheduse governing lawfully erected Special
Signs that for some reason do not conform to theneguirements in this Chapter. The
provision reflects the same policies that are otfié in Chapter 2000 of the District of Columbia
Zoning Code, and insure that the District doesmadvertently trigger the just compensation
provisions in Section 131(g) of the Highway Beaaéfion Act which require the District to pay
compensation upon the removal of any lawfully egédcnonconforming sign adjacent to a
federal-aid road.

Special Signs have unique characteristics incluthedimited nature of their construction, and
the ability of an owner to replace Artwork and s#ar locations. As a result, restrictions like
those suggested in Attachment B limiting the retroiction or replacement of other more
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conventional signage that is permanently sitedsgtegific location that may become
nonconforming as a result of the Proposed Rulengakiould not be applicable to Special

Signs.]

1000
1000.1
1001

1001.1

1002

1002.1

1003

1003.1

1003.2

1003.3

CHAPTER 10 BILLBOARDS ON PRIVATE PROPERTY

APPLICABILITY
This chapter shall govern billboards owgig property in the District.
PERMITTING AND ENFORCEMENT OFFICIAL

The permitting and enforcement officiap@ssible for issuing permits and
enforcing the provision of this title shall be theector of DCRA.

PERMITS FOR NEW BILLBOARDS PROHIBITED

A permit shall not be issued for the eoectif a new billboard that is not on the
Authorized List in §1004.2.

PERMITS FOR AUTHORIZED BILLBOARDS

The owner of an authorized billboard liste§ 1004.2 shall submit to the
permitting official an application for a sign petrpursuant to § 202.

The applicant shall renew the permit anguall

The applicant shall submit sufficient infation to allow the permitting official
to determine that the billboard:

@ Contains no moving parts;

(b) Contains no flashing, intermittent, moving,n@on lights;

(c) Will be lighted so as not to permit beams of lighbe directed at any
portion of a public right-of-way or to cause glare@mpair the vision of
any motor vehicle driver, or otherwise interferehna driver's operation

of a motor vehicle;

(d)  Will not obstruct or undermine the traffic infornat systems of signs
and lights;
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1003.4

1003.5

1004

1004.1

1004.2

(e) Has not been changed from its original height,,sim@ensions, height
above grade, or any other matter that effect®datlon; and

® Conforms to all applicable building and electricates.

The permitting official may issue an anrhiiboard permit renewal if the
conditions in §1003.3 are met.

Failure to renew a billboard permit noraban ninety (90) days after the
issuance of these regulations shall constitutedgdranent of the billboard and the
billboard shall no longer be authorized under 84180d this title. The
enforcement official may then require the billbo&rde removed or remove the
billboard as unauthorized pursuant to chapter 12.

AUTHORIZED LIST

Only those billboards that were in existeoc the effective date of this chapter
and that are described in the "Authorized List dbBards, Three-sheet Poster
Boards, and Wall Signs," dated November 30, 198 hnaended through the
effective date of this chapter, are authorizecttoain in place, subject to the
requirements of this chapter.

The “Authorized List of Billboards, Threleegt Poster Boards, and Wall Signs,"
dated November 30, 1931, as amended through tbetie& date of this chapter
(“Authorized List”) is as follows:

LOCATION Number of |Size (feet) | Type
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Street Name Address

Second Street SW 211 1 12 x 25 Billboard
Third Street and Florida 1 12 x 25 Billboard
Avenue, NE
Brentwood Road, NE 1021 2 12 x 25 Billboard
Maryland Avenue, NE 1428 1 4x8 Billboard
Montana Avenue, NE 1815 1 12 x 48 Billboard
Riggs Road, NE 190 1 12 x 48 Billboard
1004.3. An authorized billboard listed in § 100y be maintained, repaired, altered, or
rebuilt under the authority of a permit issued oy permitting official.
1004.4 No change in size or location of a billboardermitted. All authorized
billboards shall be maintained and repaired in edaace with § 1007.
1005 RAZED, DEMOLISHED, OR REMOVED BILLBOARDS
1005.1 A billboard included in the Authorized List§ 1004.2 that is razed, demolished,
or removed shall be considered stricken from tiealind shall not be replaced in
any form or in any location.
1006 UNAUTHORIZED BILLBOARDS
1006.1 Billboards that are not included in the Awibed List in § 1004.2 and whose
owners cannot produce evidence of a permit issolethéir construction are
unauthorized, shall not be included on the listl simall not be replaced in any
form or in any location.
1006.2 The enforcement official shall notify thereer of record of any property where
an unauthorized billboard is located and shall otide removal of the
unauthorized billboard by the property owner purgua chapter 12.
1007 MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR
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1007.1 Whenever the permitting official finds thabillboard included in the Authorized
List in 8 1004.2 is not maintained in good repaid &ias not deteriorated more
than fifty percent (50%) of its replacement valine permitting official shall
notify the owner of record of the billboard and thwener of record of the real
property on which the billboard is located and otttie repair of the billboard
within a specified time, but not less than ten [d&ys.

1007.2 If the permitting official finds that thdlbbard has deteriorated more than fifty
percent (50%) of its replacement value, or if thbdard is not repaired within
the time specified in the repair notice sent punst@ § 1007.1, the permitting
official shall notify the owner of record of thellbbard and the owner of record
of the real property on which the billboard is lezhto remove the billboard from
the property within a specified time, but not l#ssn twenty (20) days.

1007.3 All billboards ordered to be removed shalktvicken from the Authorized List in
§ 1004.2 when the time limit set in the removalec®ends. Failure to comply
with a removal order shall subject the relevant essnupon adjudication, to the
fines provided for in chapter 12.

CHAPTER 11 ADDITIONAL STRUCTURAL AND TECHNICAL R EQUIREMENTS

1100 APPLICABILITY

1100.1 This chapter shall apply to all signs digpthpursuant to this title, including
associated appurtenant and auxiliary devices.

1101 GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

1101.1 Signs and sign support structures, togethbkrtheir supports, braces, guys and

anchors shall be kept in repair and in a propée sthpreservation. The display
surfaces of signs shall be kept neatly paintecbstqal at all times.

1101.2 Where not galvanized or constructed of amaf@orrosion-resistant,
noncombustible material, signs shall be painted.

1101.3 The owner or lessee of every sign shall ra@ithe immediate premises occupied
by the sign in a clear, sanitary, and healthfuldioon.

1101.4 No sign shall be displayed in a mannerdbatructs a fire escape or any window,
door, or opening used for egress or that preveaesgassage from one part of a
roof to another. No sign shall be attached toedscape or placed in a manner
that interferes with an opening required for vextidn.

1102 STRUCTURAL AND MATERIAL REQUIREMENTS
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1102.1

1102.2

1102.3

1102.4

1102.5

1102.6

1103

1103.1

1103.2

Signs shall be designed and constructedahstand wind pressure as required in
chapter 16 (Structural Design) of the Internatiddaillding Code (IBC), as
amended by title 12-A DCMR (Building Code Suppletjen

Signs designed to withstand wind pressunaéise considered capable of
withstanding earthquake loads, except as statdweiiBC.

The allowable working stresses shall satisfyrequirements of chapter 16 of the
IBC, as amended by title 12-A DCMR (Building Codgplement). The

working stresses of wire rope and its fasteningdl siot exceed twenty-five
percent (25%) of the ultimate strength of the rop&asteners, except that:

(@  The allowable working stresses for steel and wdwdl $e in accordance
with chapters 22 (Steel) and 23 (Wood) of the IB€amended by title
12-A DCMR (Building Code Supplement); and

(b)  The working strength of chains, cables, guys, @elstods shall not exceed
one fifth (1/5) of the ultimate strength of the oisa cables, guys, or steel
rods.

Signs attached to all structures shall Bdysand securely fastened by metal
anchors, bolts or approved expansion screws oicgrif size and anchorage to
safely support the loads applied. The structwashich signs are attached shall
be designed to support the loads applied. Sigalé bt be attached to or
supported by unbraced parapet walls.

For design of lateral bracing in the di@cf the length of the sign, the wind
shall be assumed at an angle of forty-five deg(4g&% with the front or back of
the sign, and the bracing designed for the forctherprojected area
perpendicular to the wind.

Ground supports shall comply with the follagvrequirements:

(&8  Where wood is embedded in the soil, the wood sieafiressure treated
with an approved preservative; and

(b) Metal materials shall be protected from corrosion.
COMBUSTIBLE AND INCOMBUSTIBLE MATERIALS

Plastic materials shall burn at a rate stefahan two and one half inches (2 1/2
in.) per minute when tested in accordance with ASYMI35.

The following signs shall be made of incostitle material except that sign
capping, decorations, lettering, and moldings mapfocombustible materials:
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1104

1104.1

(@)  Wall signs exceeding forty square feet (40 sqiritgrea, flat against or
supported not more than fifteen inches (15 in.)yaftam the wall;

(b) Projecting signs exceeding two and one half sqieste(2 1/2 sq. ft.) in
area;

(c) Ground-supported signs over thirty five feet (3pift height or located
six feet (6 ft.) or less from any building;

(d) Roof signs, irrespective of height or area; and

(e)  Signs using electricity.

GLASS

Glass in signs shall be double-strengtmpkass, plate glass, or wired glass.
Glass shall be designed per the following tablegpkthat no panel of more than

ten square feet (10 sq. ft.) of glass other thardwlass shall be used in signs
projecting over public space:

MAXIMUM SIZE OF EXPOSED | MINIMUM

(square feet) GLASS TYPE OF GLASS

PANEL THICKNESS OF

Any dimension Area
(inches) (square inches) (inches)

30

500 1/8 Plain, plate, or wire(

45

700 3/16 Plain, plate, or wired

144

3,600 1/4 Plain, plate, or wired

>144

>3,600 1/4 Wired

1105

1105.1

1105.2

1105.3

ELECTRICAL

A sign shall not be illuminated by othentledectrical means, and electrical
devices and wiring shall be installed in accordanitk the National Electrical
Code, as amended by title 12-C DCMR (Electrical €8dpplement). No spark
or open flame shall be used for display purposésssrspecifically approved.

Except as provided for in § 2611 of the |B@ere internally illuminated signs
have facings of wood or approved plastic, the afesach facing section shall not
be more than one hundred twenty square feet (12f0.)sgnd the wiring for
electric lighting shall be entirely enclosed in #ign cabinet with clearance of not
less than two inches (2 in.) from the facing maieri

The dimensional limit of one hundred twesgyare feet (120 sq. ft.) stated in 8§
1105.2 shall not apply to sign facing sections nfeola flame-resistant coated
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1105.4

1106

1106.1

1106.2

1200

1200.1

1200.2

1201

1201.1

fabric (ordinarily known as “flexible sign face gtac”) that weighs less than
twenty ounces per square yard (20 oz. per sq.aydl xhat, when tested in
accordance with National Fire Protection Assocra##01, as amended in title 12-
H DCMR (Fire Code Supplement), meets the fire pgagian performance
requirements of both Test 1 and Test 2, or thagnitbsted in accordance with an
approved test method, exhibits an average burndineo seconds (2 sec.) or
less and a burning extent of five and nine tentbkes (5 9/10 in.) or less for ten
(10) specimens.

Signs that require electrical service st@ihply with the National Electrical
Code, as amended in Title 12-C DCMR (Electrical €8dpplement).

ANIMATED DEVICES

Signs that contain moving sections or ormasnghall have fail-safe provisions
that prevent the section or ornament from relgpaid falling or shifting its
center of gravity more than fifteen inches (15.in.)

The fail-safe device shall be in additiothi mechanism and the mechanism’s
housing that operate the movable section or ornanieshall be capable of
supporting the full dead weight of the section wramnent when the moving
mechanism releases.

CHAPTER 12 ENFORCEMENT AND ADJUDICATION
GOVERNING AUTHORITY

Enforcement and adjudication of this titlalsbe governed by the Department of
Consumer and Regulatory Affairs Civil Infractionstfdf 1985, effective October
5, 1985 (D.C. Law 6-42; D.C. Official Code § 2-1801let seq. (year)) (Civil
Infractions Act), and associated rules at 16 DCM#afiter 31. Infractions and
fines shall be as stated in § 1201 of this chapter.

Notwithstanding § 1200.1, enforcement arnddichtion of 88§ 605.1, through
605.7 and § 606, shall be governed by the Littant@b Administration Act of
1985, effective March 25, 1985 (D.C. Law 6-10; DdzZficial Code § 8-80Et
seg. (year)) (Litter Control Act), and associated sug¢ 1 DCMR Chapter 28 and
24 DCMR Chapter 1300.

SCHEDULES OF INFRACTIONS AND FINES

The civil infractions and their respectivee$ stated in the following schedule
shall apply to violations of this title:
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SCHEDULE OF INFRACTIONS AND FINES

Infraction (DCMR Citation)

Abatemen

t Occurrence
within
60 days

Service
Hours

Fine

Displaying a permitted sign
without the permit number and
the date of the permit’s issuanc
(13 DCMR § 201.2)

No

D

$ 500

Displaying a sign that does not
comply with the DC

Construction Codes. (13 DCMR
§204.1)

Yes

$ 1000

Displaying a sign without
approval by the Commission of
Fine Arts where such approval
required. (13 DCMR § 302.1)

Yes

$ 2000

Displaying a special sign,
billboard, sign on roof, neon
sign, electronic sign, or revolvin
sign in the area controlled by th
Old Georgetown Act. (13 DCMH
§ 304.1)

Yes

~ 1 Q

$ 2000

Displaying a sign associated wi
one (1) business or entity on a
building that takes up more thatr
twenty-five square feet (25 sq.
ft.) per street frontage. (13
DCMR § 305.2)

tiNo

$ 100

Displaying illuminated signs
with exposed sources of
illumination within the areas
subject to the Commission of
Fine Arts review. (13 DCMR §
305.3)

Yes

$ 1000

Displaying signs within the area
subject to the Commission of
Fine Arts review that are not
stationary. (13 DCMR § 305.4)

sYes

$ 1000
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Infraction (DCMR Citation)

Abatemen

t Occurrence

within
60 days

Service
Hours

Fine

Displaying a sign without
approval by the Mayor’'s Agent,
Historic Preservation Review
Board, or Historic Preservation
Office, where such approval is
required. (13 DCMR 88 402.1,
402.7)

Yes

$ 2000

Displaying a billboard or specia
sign on an historic property or i
an historic district. (13 DCMR §
403.1)

Yes

$ 2000

Displaying a sign on a roof of a
historic property except for

vintage, historic, or replica signs

(13 DCMR § 403.2)

nYes

$ 2000

Installing a television or video
monitor as a sign on the exterio
of an historic property. (13
DCMR § 403.3)

Yes

=

$ 2000

Displaying a television or video
monitor in storefront window
greater than twenty percent
(20%) of area of the window. (1
DCMR § 403.4)

Yes

$ 2000

Displaying a sign subject to
review by the HPRB on a canoy
if the sign does not identify a

name or trade of an occupant o
the building. (13 DCMR § 406.1

Yes
y

$ 2000

Displaying a sign subject to
review by the HPRB with
lettering or logos greater than
twelve inches (12 in.). (13
DCMR 8§ 406.2)

Yes

$ 2000

Displaying a sign subject to
review by the HPRB on a
canopy, on a side of a canopy,
that is illuminated. (13 DCMR §
406.3)

Yes

$ 2000
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Infraction (DCMR Citation) Abatement Occurrence | Service Fine
within Hours
60 days
Displaying a sign on public space’es $ 2000
without a permit. (13 DCMR §
602.1)
Posting a prohibited temporary | Yes First Offense 8 $ 150
sign in the public space. (13 Second Offense 16 $ 300
DCMR § 605.1) Third Offense | 32 $ 600
Fourth Offense| 100 $2000
Displaying a sign on public space&’es First Offense 8 $ 150
relating to the sale of goods or Second Offense 16 $ 300
services. (13 DCMR § 605.2) Third Offense | 32 $ 600
Fourth Offense| 100 $2000
Allowing a temporary sign to be| Yes First Offense 8 $ 150
posted on a public fixture or in Second Offense 16 $ 300
the public space for more than Third Offense | 32 $ 600
one hundred and eighty (180) Fourth Offense| 100 $2000
days. (13 DCMR § 605.3)
Installation of a temporary sign | Yes First Offense 8 $ 150
in public parking by someone Second Offense 16 $ 300
other than the owner or occupant Third Offense | 32 $ 600
of the adjacent public parking. Fourth Offense| 100 $ 2000
(13 DCMR § 605.3)
Allowing a temporary sign Yes First Offense 8 $ 150
related to a specific event to be Second Offense 16 $ 300
posted on a public fixture or in Third Offense | 32 $ 600
public space more than thirty Fourth Offense| 100 $2000
(30) days past the event. (13
DCMR § 605.4)
Displaying a temporary sign onjaYyes First Offense 8 $ 150
public fixture or in public space Second Offense 16 $ 300
greater than six feet (6 ft.). (13 Third Offense | 32 $ 600
DCMR § 605.5) Fourth Offense| 100 $2000
Failure to securely display a Yes First Offense 8 $ 150
temporary sign on a public Second Offense 16 $ 300
fixture or in public space. (13 Third Offense | 32 $ 600
DCMR § 605.5) Fourth Offense| 100 $2000
Displaying a temporary sign onjayes First Offense 8 $ 150
public fixture with adhesive that| Second Offense 16 $ 300
is likely to damage the fixture. Third Offense | 32 $ 600
(13 DCMR § 605.5) Fourth Offense| 100 $2000
Displaying a temporary sign onja Yes First Offense 8 $ 150
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Infraction (DCMR Citation) Abatement Occurrence | Service Fine
within Hours
60 days

public fixture or in public space Second Offense 16 $ 300
that blocks any portion of the Third Offense | 32 $ 600
pedestrian or vehicular right of Fourth Offense| 100 $2000
way. (13 DCMR § 605.5)
Displaying more than three (3) | Yes First Offense 8 $ 150
versions of a temporary sign on Second Offense 16 $ 300
one (1) side of one (1) block in Third Offense | 32 $ 600
public space. (13 DCMR § Fourth Offense| 100 $2000
605.6)
Failure to include the date of | Yes First Offense 8 $ 150
posting on a temporary sign in Second Offense 16 $ 300
public space. (13 DCMR 8§ Third Offense | 32 $ 600
605.7) Fourth Offense| 100 $2000
Displaying a temporary Yes First Offense 8 $ 150
construction sign greater than Second Offense 16 $ 300
forty square feet (40 sq. ft.) Third Offense | 32 $ 600
adjacent to residential zoned Fourth Offense| 100 $2000
properties. (13 DCMR § 605.9)
Displaying a temporary Yes First Offense 8 $ 150
construction sign greater than Second Offense 16 $ 300
two hundred square feet (200 sq. Third Offense | 32 $ 600
ft.) adjacent to commercial zoned Fourth Offense| 100 $2000
properties. (13 DCMR § 605.9)
Displaying a temporary Yes First Offense 8 $ 150
construction sign greater than Second Offense 16 $ 300
two square feet (2 sq. ft.) for Third Offense | 32 $ 600
each foot of street frontage on a Fourth Offense| 100 $2000
lot. (13 DCMR § 605.9)
Displaying a freestanding sign | No First Offense 8 $ 150
more than three feet (3 ft.) from|a Second Offense 16 $ 300
building wall. (13 DCMR 8§ Third Offense | 32 $ 600
606.3) Fourth Offense| 100 $2000
Displaying a freestanding sign | No First Offense 8 $ 150
more than three feet (3 ft.) from|a Second Offense 16 $300
building wall or during a time -
when t%e establishmgnt is not Third Offense | 32 $ 600
open for business. (13 DCMR § Fourth Offense| 100 $ 2000
606.3)
Displaying an unsecured No First Offense 8 $ 150
freestanding sign in public space. Second Offense 16 $ 300
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Infraction (DCMR Citation) Abatement Occurrence | Service Fine
within Hours
60 days
(13 DCMR § 606.3) Third Offense| 32 $ 600
Fourth Offense| 100 $2000

Attaching a freestanding sign ta No First Offense 8 $ 150
the sidewalk or any fixture on Second Offense 16 $ 300
public space. (13 DCMR § Third Offense | 32 $ 600
606.3) Fourth Offense| 100 $ 2000
Displaying a freestanding sign | No First Offense 8 $ 150
greater than four feet (4 ft.) tall, Second Offense 16 $ 300
wider than thirty inches (30 in.) Third Offense | 32 $ 600
or advertising goods, wares, Fourth Offense| 100 $ 2000
merchandise, or services not
provided within the
establishment. (13 DCMR §
606.4)
Failure to display a permit No First Offense 8 $ 150
number at least 1 inch (1 in.) in Second Offense 16 $ 300
height on the freestanding sign jin Third Offense | 32 $ 600
public space. (13 DCMR § Fourth Offense| 100 $2000
606.4)
Displaying a freestanding sign inNo First Offense 8 $ 150
public space that reduces the Second Offense 16 $ 300
clear pedestrian path to less than Third Offense | 32 $ 600
ten feet (10 ft.) in the Central Fourth Offense| 100 $ 2000
Business District or six feet (6
ft.) in all other areas of the
District. (13 DCMR § 606.5)
Displaying a freestanding sign | No First Offense 8 $ 150
indicating parking facilities that Second Offense 16 $ 300
is greater than six square feet (6 Third Offense | 32 $ 600
sqg. ft.) without a permit. (13 Fourth Offense| 100 $2000
DCMR § 606.6)
Displaying a banner on public | Yes $ 2000
space without a permit. (13
DCMR § 607.1)
Displaying a banner that extendsYes $ 500

into public space more than
forty-two inches. (42 in.). (13

DCMR § 607.2)
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Infraction (DCMR Citation)

Abatemen

t Occurrence
within
60 days

Service
Hours

Fine

Displaying a banner less than
fourteen feet (14 ft.) above the
public space. (13 DCMR §
607.2)

Yes

$ 500

Attaching any electrical wiring,

lighting, banners, or other similar

objects to trees in public space.
(13 DCMR § 607.4)

Yes

$ 500

Violating any pole restrictions
for displaying banners in public
space. (13 DCMR 88 607.8 —
607.12)

Yes

$ 500

Failure to notify the permitting
official when a banner has beer
removed. (13 DCMR § 607.13)

No

$ 500

Affixing an unauthorized
permanent sign to any fixture of
public space, or displaying an
unauthorized permanent sign o
public space. (13 DCMR §
608.2)

Yes

-

$ 2000

Transporting advertising signs
over public space. (13 DCMR §
609.1)

No

$ 500

Placing advertising upon a
sidewalk in public space. (13
DCMR 8§ 610.1)

Yes

$ 500

Defacing any fixture on public
space by use of lime, mortar,
paint, ink, adhesive, chemical,
chisel, or any other material or
device. (13 DCMR § 610.2)

Yes

$ 2000

Marking, painting, or engraving
sidewalk, roadway, curb, or any
other surface on public space fq
the purpose of advertising. (13

ayes

-

DCMR § 610.3)

$ 2000
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Infraction (DCMR Citation)

Abatement Occurrence

within
60 days

Service
Hours

Fine

Attaching any guy-wire, rope,
chain, or other object to a fixturg
on public space for the purpose
of displaying a sign. (13 DCMR
§ 610.4)

Yes

D

$ 500

Climbing or using a tool or
equipment to scale a fixture on
public space, without a permit.
(13 DCMR § 610.5)

No

$ 500

Displaying material on a tree or
in any tree box on public space
(13 DCMR § 610.6)

Yes

$ 100

Nailing, stapling, tacking,
pasting, or similarly affixing any
sign to a tree on public space. (
DCMR § 610.7)

Yes

$ 500

Affixing a sign to the front face

or rear face of a regulatory sign
on public space, or on any part
a traffic signal light or pole. (13
DCMR § 610.8)

Yes

of

$ 1000

Placing a sign on public space
that pictorially represents the
commission of or the attempt to
commit a crime or depicting
nudity (male or female genitals,
pubic areas or buttocks with les
than a fully opaque covering,
female breasts with less than a
fully opaque covering on any
part of the areola or nipples, or
the covered genitals in a
discernibly turgid or other
recognizable state) or sexual

intercourse or other sexual acts|.

(13 DCMR § 610.9)

Yes

$ 500

Displaying a sign on private
property without a permit. (13
DCMR § 702.1)

Yes (DC
Code § 42-
3131.01et

seq.)

$ 2000
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Infraction (DCMR Citation) Abatement Occurrence | Service Fine
within Hours
60 days

Displaying a sign that failsto | Yes (DC $ 100
advertise a bona fide business | Code § 42-
conducted on the premises for | 3131.01et
which certificate of occupancy | seg.)
has been issued. (13 DCMR §
705.1)
Using more than fifty percent | Yes (DC $ 100
(50%) percent of the area of an| Code 8§ 42-
advertising sign to advertise 3131.01et
products or commodities sold onseq.)
the premises. (13 DCMR §
705.2)
Failure to maintain a sign in Yes (DC $ 1000
structurally sound condition. (13 Code 8§ 42-
DCMR § 705.5) 3131.01et

Seq.)
Failure to maintain a projecting| Yes (DC $ 1000
sign at the appropriate height an€ode § 42-
distance between the curb and | 3131.01et
property line, and in the seq.)
appropriate condition. (13
DCMR § 708)
Failure to securely brace and | Yes (DC $ 1000
fasten a roof sign. (13 DCMR §| Code § 42
709.2) 3131.01et

seq.)
Maintaining a wall sign with an | Yes (DC $ 1000
area greater than forty square fe€ode § 42-
(40 sq. ft.) not constructed of | 3131.01et
metal or other approved seg.)
noncombustible material. (13
DCMR § 710.1)
Erecting a ground sign or pole | Yes (DC $ 1000
sign above the authorized heightCode § 42-
limit for such signs (DCMR § | 3131.01et
711.1) seq.)
Failure to use pressure treated | Yes (DC $ 1000
wood anchors or supports or | Code § 42-
corrosive resistant fasteners, | 3131.01et
when using such materials to | seq.)

secure ground signs or pole

signs. (13 DCMR § 711.2)
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Infraction (DCMR Citation) Abatement Occurrence | Service Fine
within Hours
60 days

Placing a variable message sighYes (DC $ 2000
on a roof of a building or Code § 42-
structure. (13 DCMR § 712.2) | 3131.01et

seq.)
Erecting a variable message sigrnres (DC $ 2000
on private property that exceeds Code § 42-
the size limit. (13 DCMR § 3131.01et
712.4) seq.)
Erecting a variable message sigrres (DC $ 2000
that exceeds the total height or | Code § 42-
does not have enough clearance3131.01et
above the ground. (13 DCMR §| seq.)
712.5)
Installing a variable message sighifes (DC $ 2000
that displays one image for lesg Code § 42-
than eight (8) seconds or 3131.01et
transitions between images for | seq.)
more than two (2) seconds. (13
DCMR § 712.7)
Installing a real estate sign that| Yes (DC $ 100
exceeds twenty square feet (20| Code § 42-
sq. ft.) if located within a 3131.01et
residential district, or sixty seg.)
square feet (60 sqg. ft.) otherwise.
(13 DCMR § 713.2)
Locating real estate sign on Yes (DC $ 100
premises other than those being Code § 42-
advertised. (13 DCMR § 713.3)| 3131.01et

Seq.)
Displaying a sign on private Yes (DC $ 2000
property in excess of the size | Code § 42-
limitations specified for each 3131.01et
sign. (13 DCMR § 714.1) seg.)
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Infraction (DCMR Citation) Abatement Occurrence | Service Fine
within Hours
60 days

Using sign posts for signson | Yes (DC $ 2000
private property that extend overCode 8§ 42-
any walkway or roadway unlesg 3131.01et
there is at least eight feet (8 ft.)| seq.)
clearance above the walkway or
fifteen feet (15 ft.) clearance
above the roadway. (13 DCMR
§721.1)
Failure to locate a Residential | Yes (DC $ 100
District sign entirely on private | Code § 42-
property or on the portion of the 3131.01et
building or premises occupied hyseq.)
the use for which the sign is
authorized. (13 DCMR § 724.3)
Using fluctuating, pulsating, or | Yes (DC $ 2000
moving lights or lighting Code § 42-
designed to change appearancée 3131.01et
any manner on a Residential | seq.)
District sign. (13 DCMR §
724.4)
Installing a DEA sign greater | Yes (DC $ 2000
than of one thousand two Code § 42-
hundred square feet (1,200 sq. | 3131.01et
ft.). (13 DCMR § 805.4) seq.)
Installing a DEA sign with Yes (DC $ 2000
distracting lights. (13 DCMR § | Code § 42-
805.5) 3131.01et

Seq.)
Installing a DEA sign that emits| Yes (DC $ 2000
audio or sound. (13 DCMR § | Code § 42-
805.6) 3131.01et

Seq.)
Installing a digital screen, digital] Yes (DC $ 2000
video monitor, or animated DEA Code § 42+
sign directly across from and | 3131.01et
parallel to a residential building, seq.)
(13 DCMR § 805.7)
Installing a DEA sign on a roof | Yes (DC $ 2000
that does not comply with the | Code § 42+

standards set forth in Chapter 8.

3131.01et

(13 DCMR § 805.8)

seq.)
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Infraction (DCMR Citation) Abatement Occurrence | Service Fine
within Hours
60 days
Installing a DEA sign that Yes (DC $ 2000
displays one image for less than Code § 42-
eight (8) seconds or transitions | 3131.01et
between images for more than | seq.)
two (2) seconds. (13 DCMR §
805.9)
Installing signs on a building Yes (DC $ 100
facade facing a public street thatCode § 42-
exceeds twenty percent (20%) 0f3131.01et
the total area of that facade. (13 seq.)
DCMR § 805.10)
Projecting a Gallery Place Yes (DC $ 2000
Project Graphic beyond those | Code § 42-
limits specified in this title. (13 | 3131.01et
DCMR § 806.4) seq.)
Displaying a sign on the Verizon Yes $5 per
Center without a permit or in square
violation of this title. (13 DCMR foot
§ 806.5)
Displaying a special sign on Yes (DC $ 2000
private property without a Code § 42-
permit. (13 DCMR § 902.1) 3131.01et
seq.)

Displaying a special sign on Yes (DC $ 2000
private property without a specialCode § 42-
sign artwork permit. (13 DCMR | 3131.01et
§902.2) seq.)
Displaying a special sign within| Yes (DC $ 1000
one hundred feet (100 ft.) of a | Code § 42-
Residential District, as defined in3131.01et
the Zoning Regulations. (13 seq.)
DCMR § 906.1(a))
Displaying a special sign within| Yes (DC $ 1000
one hundred feet (100 ft.) of a | Code § 42-
school or church with a valid 3131.01et
certificate of occupancy for suchseq.)
use. (13 DCMR § 906.1(b))
Displaying a special sign within| Yes (DC $ 1000
one hundred feet (100 ft.) of a | Code § 42-
federal or District of Columbia | 3131.01et
park or monument. (13 DCMR § seq.)
906.1(c))
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Infraction (DCMR Citation) Abatement Occurrence | Service Fine
within Hours
60 days

Displaying a special sign Yes (DC $ 1000
between one hundred and two | Code § 42-
hundred feet (100 ft.- 200 ft.) of| 3131.01et
a Residential District, as defined seq.)
in the Zoning Regulations,
without facing the sign away
from the Residential District or
placing the sign at an angle of
forty-five degrees (45°) or less
with the closest Residential
District boundary line. (13
DCMR § 906.1(d))
Displaying a special sign in or | Yes (DC $ 1000
within sixty feet (60 ft.) of any | Code § 42+
Historic District, Historic 3131.01et
Landmark, or site listed on the | seq.)
most current edition of the
“District of Columbia Inventory
of Historic Sites,” unless the
Special Sign is located outside a
Residential District, on a side-
wall or back-wall of the building
or site, and HPO approves the
Special Sign, if necessary. (13
DCMR § 906.1(e))
Displaying a special sign in or | Yes (DC $ 1000
within one hundred feet (100 ft.) Code § 42+
of premises within the area 3131.01et
controlled by the Old seg.)
Georgetown Act (D.C. Official
Code § 6-120%t seq. (2008
Repl.)). (13 DCMR § 906.1(f))
Displaying a special signina | Yes (DC $ 1000
waterfront district in violations of Code § 42-
specific prohibitions contained in3131.01et
the Zoning Regulations. (13 seq.)

DCMR § 906.1(g))
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Infraction (DCMR Citation)

Abatement Occurrence

within
60 days

Service
Hours

Fine

Displaying a special sign on a
property that is classified by the
Office of Tax and Revenue as
Class 3 or Class 4 for property
tax assessments. (13 DCMR §
906.1(h))

Yes (DC
Code § 42-
3131.01et

seq.)

$ 1000

Displaying a special sign on a
property whose owner of record
as listed in the property tax
records of the Office of Tax and
Revenue, at the time the
application is submitted cannot
demonstrate compliance with th
Clean Hands Act or owes more
than one hundred dollars ($100
in taxes or delinquent fines to th
District of Columbia, as
evidenced in the records of the
District of Columbia Office of
Tax and Revenue. (13 DCMR §
906.1(i))

Yes (DC
,Code § 42-
3131.01et

seq.)

e

e

$ 1000

Displaying a special sign
viewable from within six
hundred sixty feet (660 ft.) of a
federal aid highway. (13 DCMR
§ 906.1()))

Yes (DC
Code § 42-
3131.01et

sed.)

$ 2000

Installing a special sign with any
part of either the special sign or
its supporting structure
protruding above the wall upon
which it is installed. (13 DCMR
§ 907.1)

Yes (DC
Code § 42-
3131.01et

seq.)

$ 1000

Installing a self-standing special
sign greater than thirty feet (30
ft.) in height or without at least
eight feet (8 ft.) of clearance
from the ground. (13 DCMR §
907.2)

Yes (DC
Code § 42-
3131.01et

seq.)

$ 1000

Installing a special sign that
covers an existing window. (13
DCMR § 907.3)

Yes (DC
Code § 42-
3131.01et

seq.)

$ 1000
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Infraction (DCMR Citation) Abatement Occurrence | Service Fine
within Hours
60 days

Installing a special sign that Yes (DC $ 1000
extends above the lowest portignCode § 42-
of the roofline of an existing 3131.01et
building. (13 DCMR § 907.4) | seq.)
Installing a special sign so that | Yes (DC $ 1000
the topmost point of the special| Code § 42-
sign or its supporting structure is3131.01et
higher than the allowable height seq.)
for a new building at the
premises, as provided by the
Zoning Regulations. (13 DCMR
§ 907.5)
Installing a special sign that Yes (DC $ 1000
contains 3-dimensional, moving, Code § 42-
animated, or periodically- 3131.01et
changing images or text. (13 | seq.)
DCMR § 908.1)
Displaying an illuminated specialYes (DC $ 1000
sign within five hundred feet Code § 42-
(500 ft.) of a Residential District, 3131.01et
as established in the Zoning seq.)
Regulations. (13 DCMR § 908.2)
Displaying a special sign that is| Yes (DC $ 1000
internally illuminated or Code § 42-
constructed of or incorporating | 3131.01et
neon, or any other type of gas arseq.)
vapor lights. (13 DCMR § 908.3)
Transfer of a special sign to an| Yes (DC $ 2000
unauthorized location. (13 Code § 42-
DCMR 8§ 909) 3131.01et

Seq.)
Failure to remove a special sign Yes (DC $ 1000
in a manner that leaves the Code § 42-
existing structure in a stable, | 3131.01et
undamaged, and sign-free seq.)
condition. (13 DCMR § 910.1)
Displaying an unauthorized Yes (DC $ 2000
billboard. (13 DCMR § 1003) | Code § 42-

3131.01et

seq.)
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Infraction (DCMR Citation) Abatement Occurrence | Service Fine
within Hours
60 days

Failure to repair a billboard that| Yes (DC $ 500
has deteriorated less than fifty | Code 8§ 42-
percent (50%) of its replacement3131.01et
value within the specified seg.)
amount of time. (13 DCMR §
1007.1)
Failure to remove a billboard thatres (DC $ 500
has deteriorated more than fifty| Code 8§ 42-
percent (50%) of its replacement3131.01et
value within the specified seg.)
amount of time. (13 DCMR §
1007.2)
Failure to remove a billboard thatres (DC $ 500
has deteriorated less than fifty | Code § 42-
percent (50%) of its replacement3131.01et
value but has not been repaired seqg.)
within the specified amount of
time. (13 DCMR § 1007.2)
Installing a sign that fails to meetYes (DC $ 1000
the structural and material Code § 42
requirements imposed by this | 3131.01et
title. (13 DCMR § 1102) seq.)
Installing a sign that fails to meetYes (DC $ 1000
the incombustible material Code § 42
requirements, imposed by this | 3131.01et
title. (13 DCMR § 1103) seq.)
Installing a sign with Yes (DC $ 1000
combustible material that fails to Code § 42-
meet the combustible material | 3131.01et
requirements imposed by this | seq.)
title. (13 DCMR § 1103)
Installing a sign with glass that | Yes (DC $ 1000
fails to meet the glass Code § 42-
requirements imposed by this | 3131.01et
title. (13 DCMR § 1104) seq.)
Installing a sign requiring Yes (DC $ 1000
electrical service, including Code § 42-
illumination, that fails to meet | 3131.01et
the electrical requirements seg.)

imposed by this title. (13 DCMR

§ 1105)
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Infraction (DCMR Citation) Abatement Occurrence | Service Fine
within Hours
60 days
Installing a sign with an Yes (DC $ 1000
animated device or animated | Code § 42-
devices that fails to meet the 3131.01et
animated devices requirements| seq.)
imposed by this title. (13 DCMR
§ 1106)
1201.2 Any person violating any provision of thitetfor which a specific penalty is not

provided shall be punished by a fine of not moentfive hundred dollars ($500).

CHAPTER 13 SCHEDULE OF PERMITTING FEES

1300 SCHEDULE OF PERMIT APPLICATION FEES

1300.1 The fees stated in the following schedbbdl apply to permit applications
submitted pursuant to this title:

Signs on Public Space

Application Fee $50

Permit Fees
Freestanding sidewalk sign $50
(8606 - A-frame, sandwich board or other portalikt sign)
Banners (8 607) $50 per light pole
Permanent signs (8608) $135

[This section needs to have the fees added for special sign transfer
applications, and for special sign artwork applications.]

CHAPTER 99 DEFINITIONS
9900.1 As used in this title, the following terstgll have the meaning ascribed:
ASTM - the American Society for Testing Materials.
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Awning — an architectural projection that provides weatiretection, identity or
decoration and is wholly supported by the buildimgvhich it is attached. An
awning is composed of a lightweight, rigid skeletbructure over which a
covering is attached.

Banner —a hanging sign, typically of fabric, that can beagyerpendicular or
parallel to the face of a building.

Billboard — a permanent signboard or structure on whickretj or images can
be attached or posted, as further defined in tiz Building Code.

Bulletin — a free-standing or wall-mounted sign box usuediystructed of metal
with a hinged glass face, housing a letter boar@fi@ngeable copy.

Call to Action — an explicit, specific or blatant message to consarfrem the
sponsor that asks consumers to take action by asirgp using, or considering
the use of a sponsor's product or service, inctugnoviding price or value
information and inducements to act.

Canopy —an architectural projection that provides weafiretection, identity, or
decoration and is supported by the building to Whii¢s attached and at the outer
end by at least one stanchion. A canopy is cormgrid a rigid structure over
which a covering is attached.

Chinatown — the area bounded by Mount Vernon Square, Massatis Avenue
NW, 5th Street, NW, G Street, NW, and 8th Stre&t/,ds defined by title 10-B
DCMR chapter 24.

Chinatown Steering Committee— the Chinatown community organization,
authorized under Mayor’s Order 89-132, effectiveel@, 1989, to advise the
District government on physical, economic, and aaonpacts in Chinatown.

Chinatown Design Guidelines Study Report the publication that establishes
building design guidelineand streetscape standards@hinatown. See
http://planning.dc.gov/DC/Planning/In+Your+Neighbood/Wards/Ward+2/Sma
[I+Area+Plans+&+Studies/Chinatown+Design+Guidelingtidy

Clean Hands Act —Clean Hands Before Receiving A License or Permitdgc
1996, effective May 11, 1996 (D.C. Law 11-118; DQ3ficial Code § 47-286%t

seg. (2012 Supp.)).
Commission— the Commission of Fine Arts.

Designated Entertainment Area— any location recognized by the Mayor as a
destination venue that provides events, performgrareactivities designed to
entertain others.

Directional Sign — a sign providing information, either writtenwasual, that
helps direct a person to a destination.

85



Display — to erect, hang, place, post, paint, or maintaiga

Drip Line — the area beneath the tree canopy which extendsdrtvee trunk’s
outermost leaves.

Event — an occurrence, happening, activity, or seriesctiVities, specific to an
identifiable time and place, if referenced on tigm stself or reasonably
determined from all circumstances by the enforcdro#icial.

Fixture — a permanent installation on public space thaudes lamp posts,
telephone poles, and electric poles. The termrfiextioes not include traffic
boxes, bus shelters, traffic lights, or regulatsigns.

Historic Preservation Office or HPO — the administrative staff of the Mayor's
Agent, State Historic Preservation Officer, andtélis Preservation Review
Board.

Historic Preservation Review Board- the Historic Preservation Review Board
established by the Historic Landmark and Histornistiict Protection Act of
1978, effective March 3, 1979 (D.C. Law 2-144; Dgficial Code 8§ 6-110%&t
seg. (2008 Repl.)).

Historic Sign —a sign that is original to a building, historigadlignificant, or at
least fifty (50) years old and which has featutgslities, or associations that
may warrant preservation.

IBC — International Building Code.

Interior Sign — any sign that is more than a buidand located within 18 inches
(457 mm) of a window or entryway.

[Comment - This revision retains the elements of “i§ns Within a Building*
exception in the current sign regulations that conhues to be necessary to
clarify the distinction between exterior and interior signs]

Logo —the symbol, emblem, typeface, or other visual deused by the sponsor
to identify itself and to distinguish itself fronthers in the marketplace.

Mayor's Agent —the person officially designated by a Mayor's Ordetarry out
specified functions pursuant to the Historic ProtecAct, or the hearing officer
to whom the officially designated Mayor's Agent lklategated the authority to
hold public hearings pursuant to the Act.

National Capital Planning Commission (NCPC)- the U.S. government agency
that provides planning guidance for Washington,.[u@l the surrounding
National Capital Region.
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Old Georgetown Act —An Act To regulate the height, exterior design, and
construction of private and semipublic buildingshe Georgetown area of the
National Capital, approved September 22, 1950 (&4 904; D.C. Official Code
8§ 6-1201et seq. (year)).

Off Premise Sign -- A sign that dissemmenate®sasage for goods, or services
that are actually sold, or offered on the premigksre the sign in located.

On Premise Sign — A sign that dissemmenates a ge$sagoods, or services
that are actually sold, or offered on the premigbsre the sign in located.

Permit Holder — the person, organization, or other entity issusija permit by
the Director of DCRA or DDOT.

Person— any individual, corporation, company, associgtigartnershiplimited
liability corporation, or companyirm, organization, or society.

Public Market — a vending operation which takes place in an af@ablic space
set aside and permitted on a regular basis fosdleeof goods, merchandise, and
services provided on site. The term “public marketly include a farmer’s
market, flea market, antiques market, or otherlamtype of market.

Public Parking — that area of public space devoted to open spaeengry,
parks, or parking that lies between the propertg,livhich may or may not
coincide with the building restriction line, andetbdge of the actual or planned
sidewalk that is nearer to the property line, &sptoperty line and sidewalk are
shown on the records of the District.

Public Space Committee- the committee established for the purpose ofimgak
final determinations in cases involving the useublic space as specified by
Mayor's Order No. 1977-150, effective August 3172,9s amended.

Real Estate Sign -a sign announcing the sale, rent, or lease of déantemises.
Replica sign —a sign that replicates a historic or vintage sign

Shipstead-Luce Act— An Act To regulate, the height, exterior desaapa
construction of private and semipublic buildingsartain areas of the National
Capital, approved May 16, 1930 (46 Stat. 366; [@icial Code § 6-611.0&t

seq. (year)).

Show window— a window for a street-level business behind wigichbds or
services are displayed to passershy.

Sign — a physical medium or display, including its stawe and component parts,
used to advertise, identify a person, object, tityeror to provide information,
consisting of words, letters, figures, designs, Isgis, numbers, illumination, or
projected images.
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Special Sign-one of thirty-two Special Signs that the DirectbD&€RA has approved

pursuant to the Rules for Special Signs adoptete8der 22, 2000 (47 DCR 7695).

Special Sign Artwork —the visual characteristics on a special sign thregtsithe
standards stated in chapter 9.

Special Sign Artwork Permit-a permit issued by the Director of the DCRA that
authorizes the Holder of a Special Sign Permithtange the message disseminated on a

Special Sign.

Special Sign Permita permit issued by the Director of DCRA that iditiauthorized a
Special Sign.

Special Sign Transfer of Location Permita permit issued by the Director of the DCRA
that authorizes the Holder of a Special Sign Petmrlibcate a Special Sign, or relocate a
Special Sign from one location to another.

Sponsor —the entity that contracts with the Permit Holdmrthe use of a Special
Sign to display the Sponsor's artwork that meets/tbual and text standards of
section 905.

Standard Specifications for Highways and Structures- the District of
Columbia Department of Transportation Standard pations for Highway
Structures (2009).
http://dc.gov/DC/DDOT/Projects+and+Planning/Staddaand+Guidelines/DD
OT+Standard+Specifications+for+Highways+and+Stmesti-+2009

Temporary Sign — a sign erected for a limited and defined peabtime.

Tourism Service Buses- A bus licensed by the District of Columbia foeth
purpose of transporting passengers to and fromrigstultural, and//or
entertainment sites in the District.

Variable Message Sign- a sign that displays three-dimensional, moving,
rotating, flashing, animated, or changing imagetert, and is propelled by wind,
solar, or electric power. A variable message sigiudes a sign that displays 3-D,
moving, animated, or digitally-changing imagesextt Full motion video signs
are not included.

Vintage Sign —a sign less than fifty (50) years old which hagialtsive
characteristics or aesthetic qualities that leratatter to a building or district.

Zoning Regulations —Title 11 DCMR.

Section 12-A DCMR 3107A is repealed.
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. Section 24 DCMR 108 is repealed.

IV.  The following language from 24 DCMR § 1380.3 is regaled:

Posting notices on  Yes Ist violation within 60-day period $150 8

public lampposts 2nd violation within 60-day perio $ 300 16

(24 DCMR 108. 3rd violation within 6-day periot $60C 32
4th violation within 6-day periol $ 200( 10C

Signs or poste Yes Ist violation within 60-day period $150 8

in public space 2nd violation within 60-day period $ 300 16
(24 DCMR 108.2) 3rd violation within 60-day period $600 32
4th violation within 60-day period $ 200

All persons interested in commenting on the subjeater in this proposed rulemaking may file
comments in writing, not later than sixty (60) dayter the publication of this notice in tBeC.
Register, with Alice Kelly, Manager, Policy Branch, Policyladdning and Sustainability
Administration, District Department of Transporteti 55 M Street, S.E. "5 loor, Washington,
D.C. 20003. An interested person may also sendvants electronically to
policy.ddot@dc.gov Copies of this proposed rulemaking are availadtleost, by writing to the
above address, and are also available electropiedlho cost, on the District Department of
Transportation’s website at www.ddot.@dc.gov.
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