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K PUBLIC HEARING COMMENTS AND 
RESPONSES 

  

The following is a record of the proceedings at the public hearing for the initial Environmental 
Assessment.  The hearing was held on Tuesday, November 5, 2013 at the Methodist Home of the 
District of Columbia.  The transcript begins with the presentation that was made by 
representatives of DDOT and the study team to explain the general study process, describe the 
alternatives and overall findings from the Environmental Assessment, and issue directions on 
how to provide oral comments.  A copy of the PowerPoint presentation is included in Appendix 
I.  

Twenty-one individuals provided testimony during the public hearing.  Their statements and the 
responses to their comments are documented herein. 
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Response to Barry Blackman: 

Thank you for your comments. 

Responses to comments: 

1. Comment noted. As described in Section 2.3.1 of the Final EA, 
the Preferred Alternative, Alternative 3 Modified, incorporates 
various stormwater management improvements, including 
perforated stormwater sewers, rain gardens, and water quality 
catch basins, to address deficiencies in the existing stormwater 
management systems. 
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2. As discussed in Sections 2.3 and 4.4 of this Final EA, the 
Preferred Alternative, Alternative 3 Modified, will improve the 
safety of motorists, pedestrians, and bicyclists with 
improvements in sight lines and horizontal curves, the addition 
of sidewalks and crosswalks, repair of degraded facilities, 
improved lighting, and stormwater facilities. 

3. Comment noted.  The Preferred Alternative, Alternative 3 
Modified, would include safety improvements to minimize or 
eliminate these safety issues.  

4. As noted in Sections 2.3 and 4.3.9 of this Final EA, the Preferred 
Alternative includes improved lighting and would improve 
this situation.  Details on the type and location of lighting will 
be developed and finalized during the final design phase of the 
project.  

5. While the Preferred Alternative would improve the safety of 
motorists, bicyclist and pedestrians using Broad Branch Road 
by improving sight distances and horizontal curves, no increase 
in the width of travel lanes is proposed. As noted in Section 2.3 
of this Final EA, proposed curbs will provide the additional 
benefit of traffic calming. 
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6. Comment noted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Response to George Clark: 

Thank you for your comments. 

Responses to comments: 

1. Table S-1 and Table 4-5 of this Final EA identify the number of 
trees impacted within the limits of disturbance for the Preferred 
Alternative (as identified by the tree survey). The number of 
trees impacted on NPS lands is provided in Table 4-8.  Locations 
of impacted trees within the limits of disturbance for the 
Preferred Alternative have been added to conceptual alignment 
plans in Appendix B.  As indicated in Section 4.1.4 of the Final 
EA, tree removal on both sides of the roadway will be limited 
to the maximum extent possible by minimizing the extent of cut 
and fill for the proposed improvements. All trees will be 
protected during construction or replaced according to DDOT’s 
Standard Specifications for Highways and Structures – Section 
608 Trees, Shrubs, Vines, and Ground Covers. 
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2. As described in Section 2.3, retaining walls on both sides of the 
roadway will be designed to be compatible with the roadway 
setting – see renderings presented in Figures 2-4, 2-5 and 2-6.  
The higher walls are located on the west side of the roadway 
and are intended to minimize encroachment outside the DDOT-
owned right-of-way and to limit cutting and clearing.  Walls on 
the east side of the roadway will be designed to maintain slope 
integrity for safety purposes and still provide views of areas to 
the east from the new sidewalks.   

3. The Preferred Alternative is designed to address existing safety 
and stormwater management deficiencies along Broad Branch 
Road. No vehicle-capacity improvements are proposed. Broad 
Branch Road will continue to have one 10-ft travel lane in each 
direction. 
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4. Comment noted.  Conceptual construction cost estimates, 
including the cost of the sidewalk, for the Preferred Alternative 
and the Candidate Build Alternatives are provided in Appendix 
C. 

5. As indicated in Section 2.3.1 of the Final EA, the Preferred 
Alternative is a modified version of Candidate Build 
Alternative 3, in which the majority of widening of the roadway 
is proposed on the east side of the existing roadway to avoid 
any encroachment upon sovereign nation’s properties. 

6. As presented in Appendix C - Table C-2, the estimated cost of 
constructing the sidewalk under the Preferred Alternative is 
$366,747. The District of Columbia’s Priority Sidewalk 
Assurance Act of 2010 requires the installation of a sidewalk for 
reconstruction of roadways that are currently lacking 
sidewalks. 

7. The Preferred Alternative, Alternative 3 Modified, minimizes 
the impact footprint of the proposed improvements while 
meeting the requirements of the District of Columbia’s Priority 
Sidewalk Assurance Act and providing necessary stormwater 
management improvements. 
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Response to David Cottinghan: 

Thank you for your comments. 

Responses to comments: 

1. The Preferred Alternative, Alternative 3 Modified, minimizes 
the impact footprint of the proposed improvements while 
improving access to Broad Branch Road and Rock Creek Park. 
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2. Deterioration of Broad Branch Road is largely due to 
uncontrolled stormwater runoff from offsite areas. The 
Preferred Alternative includes stormwater management 
improvements that will reduce the volume and velocity of 
stormwater runoff within Broad Branch Road and areas 
downstream. 
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3. Comment noted. The Preferred Alternative, Alternative 3 
Modified, minimizes the impact footprint of the proposed 
improvements while improving access to Broad Branch Road 
and Rock Creek Park.   

4. The leaking sewer lines are described in Sections 3.1.2, 3.3.8 and 
3.3.9 of this Final EA.  DDOT will continue to coordinate with 
DC Water during the project’s design phase and construction 
phases to align utility replacement of decaying sewer lines 
along the project roadway. 
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Response to Adam Sieminski: 

Thank you for your comments. 

Responses to comments: 

1. The Preferred Alternative, Alternative 3 Modified, will improve 
safety for pedestrians and bicyclists along Broad Branch Road 
while minimizing environmental impacts.  All of the Candidate 
Build Alternatives would potentially affect historic resources 
and parklands protected under Section 4(f) of the U.S. 
Department of Transportation Act of 1966.  The Act requires the 
selection of the Least Overall Harm Alternative, which has been 
determined to be Alternative 3 Modified (See Section 4.12.1.10 
of this Final EA).  

 A dedicated bicycle lane as presented in Candidate Alternative 
4 would require an additional 4 feet of paved surface for the 
length of the proposed roadway corridor.  Although there is 
sufficient DDOT-owned right-of-way along Broad Branch Road 
north of 27th Street to accommodate the bicycle lane, this is not 
the case to the south.  The widening to accommodate the bicycle 
lane would require additional acquisition of properties from 
Rock Creek Park and was not an acceptable proposal to the 
National Park Service.  Although it does not provide a 
dedicated bicycle lane, Alternative 3 Modified would improve 
bicyclist safety along Broad Branch Road by improving sight 
lines, horizontal curves, and stormwater drainage. 
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Response to Andrew Huff: 

Thank you for your comments. 

Responses to comments: 

1. The Preferred Alternative, Alternative 3 Modified, will improve 
pedestrian access to Rock Creek Park by providing a sidewalk 
along Broad Branch Road. A dedicated bicycle lane as 
presented in Candidate Alternative 4 would require an 
additional 4 feet of paved surface for the length of the proposed 
roadway corridor.  Although there is sufficient DDOT-owned 
right-of-way along Broad Branch Road north of 27th Street to 
accommodate the bicycle lane, this is not the case to the south.  
The widening to accommodate the bicycle lane would require 
additional acquisition of properties from Rock Creek Park and 
was not an acceptable proposal to the National Park Service.  
Although it does not provide a dedicated bicycle lane, 
Alternative 3 Modified would improve bicyclist safety along 
Broad Branch Road by improving sight lines, horizontal curves, 
and stormwater drainage. 
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Response to Steve Seelig: 

Thank you for your comments. 

Responses to comments: 

1. The Preferred Alternative, Alternative 3 Modified, will improve 
pedestrian access to Rock Creek Park by providing a sidewalk 
along Broad Branch Road. A dedicated bicycle lane as 
presented in Candidate Alternative 4 would require an 
additional 4 feet of paved surface for the length of the proposed 
roadway corridor.  Although there is sufficient DDOT-owned 
right-of-way along Broad Branch Road north of 27th Street to 
accommodate the bicycle lane, this is not the case to the south.  
The widening to accommodate the bicycle lane would require 
additional acquisition of properties from Rock Creek Park and 
was not an acceptable proposal to the National Park Service.  
Although it does not provide a dedicated bicycle lane, 
Alternative 3 Modified would improve bicyclist safety along 
Broad Branch Road by improving sight lines, horizontal curves, 
and stormwater drainage. 
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Response to Deborah Kavruck: 

Thank you for your comments. 

Responses to comments: 

1. The Preferred Alternative, Alternative 3 Modified, is the 
alternative with the least environmental impacts while meeting 
the requirements of the District of Columbia’s Priority Sidewalk 
Assurance Act of 2010, which requires the installation of a 
sidewalk for reconstruction of roadways that are currently 
lacking sidewalks. Alternative 2 would not meet requirements 
of the Act throughout the project corridor. 
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2. Improvements to trails within Soapstone Valley would not 
contribute to the purpose and need for the rehabilitation of 
Broad Branch Road and are thus not included in the scope of 
this project. As discussed in Section 1.6.10 of the Final EA, DC 
Water is currently preparing NEPA documentation for the 
rehabilitation or replacement of the existing sanitary sewer 
system in Soapstone Valley.  A Draft EA and Statement of 
Findings (SOF) were submitted to the National Park Service 
(NPS) in 2015, followed by a Revised Draft EA in August 2016.  
A Revised Draft SOF has been resubmitted to NPS for review.  
The timeframe for release of the EA for public review and a 
construction schedule have yet to be determined.  DDOT will 
continue to coordinate with DC Water regarding elements of 
the proposed rehabilitation of Broad Branch Road that could 
potentially affect the sewer rehabilitation project, including the 
proposed replacement structure for Soapstone Creek Culvert. 

 

Response to Roseanne Jacuzzi: 

Thank you for your comments. 

Responses to comments: 

1. As discussed in Sections 2.3 and 4.4 of this Final EA, the 
Preferred Alternative, Alternative 3 Modified, will improve the 
safety of motorists, pedestrians, and bicyclists with 
improvements in sight lines and horizontal curves, the addition 
of sidewalks and crosswalks, repair of degraded facilities, 
improved lighting, and stormwater facilities. 
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2. The Preferred Alternative is designed to address existing safety 
and stormwater management deficiencies along Broad Branch 
Road. No vehicle-capacity improvements are proposed. Broad 
Branch Road will continue to have one 10-ft travel lane in each 
direction. As noted in Section 2.3 of this Final EA, proposed 
curbs will provide the additional benefit of traffic calming. 

3. The Preferred Alternative, Alternative 3 Modified, minimizes 
the impact footprint of the proposed improvements while 
meeting the requirements of the District of Columbia’s Priority 
Sidewalk Assurance Act of 2010, which requires the installation 
of a sidewalk for reconstruction of roadways that are currently 
lacking sidewalks. As discussed in Section 4.3.8 of the Final EA, 
the use of architecturally compatible designs and materials for 
construction of the new retaining walls would maintain the 
aesthetic quality associated with the rural feel of the roadway 
and match the rural architectural elements that are 
characteristic of Rock Creek Park. In addition, tree removal on 
both sides of the roadway will be limited to the maximum 
extent possible by minimizing the extent of cut and fill for the 
proposed improvements. All trees will be protected during 
construction or replaced according to DDOT’s Standard 
Specifications for Highways and Structures – Section 608 Trees, 
Shrubs, Vines, and Ground Covers (see Final EA Section 4.1.4). 
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Response to Claudia Phelps: 

Thank you for your comments. 

Responses to comments: 

1. 1. As indicated in Section 1.2 of the Final EA, the 
improvements to Broad Branch Road are needed to address 
deficiencies in the roadway infrastructure and stormwater 
management system; the safety of motorists, pedestrians, and 
bicyclists; and linkages to serve pedestrian and bicycle travel 
along the roadway itself as well as to the Rock Creek Park trail 
systems. Such improvements are consistent with DDOT’s 
mission to enhance the quality of life for residents and visitors 
by ensuring that people, goods, and information move 
efficiently and safely with minimal adverse impact on residents 
and the environment. 

 DDOT identifies and develops the transportation-related 
projects for the District’s Capital Improvement Program (CIP) 
and the annual Capital Budget. The District’s CIP budget goes 
toward improvements or applicable activities associated with 
streets, bridges, government facilities, public schools, and 
recreational projects. The rehabilitation of Broad Branch Road, 
NW, is included in the District’s FY 2019 - 2024 Capital 
Improvements Plan, as well as the Washington Metropolitan 
Council of Government’s FY 2017-2022 Transportation 
Improvement Program (TIP) and 2016 Financially Constrained 
Long-Range Plan (CLRP) for the Metropolitan Washington 
Region. 

2. Similarities indeed exist between the purpose and need for the 
rehabilitation of Broad Branch Road and that of Oregon 
Avenue, due to similar infrastructure deficiencies, safety 
concerns, and system linkage limitations within both project 
areas. DDOT has coordinated with resource agencies and 
community stakeholders on both projects to identify concerns 
and minimize environmental impacts of proposed 
improvements in compliance with the National Environmental 
Policy Act of 1969. 
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(responses continued) 

3. The Preferred Alternative, Alternative 3 Modified, includes 
features that contribute to each of the project goals identified in 
Section 1.4 of the Final EA, as follows: 

a. Create a safe facility for all users of the roadway (motorists, 
pedestrians, bicyclists): The Preferred Alternative will improve 
the safety of motorists, pedestrians, and bicyclists with 
improvements in sight lines and horizontal curves, the addition 
of sidewalks and crosswalks, repair of degraded facilities, 
improved lighting, and stormwater facilities. 

b. Effectively manage stormwater runoff: The Preferred 
Alternative incorporates various stormwater management 
improvements, including perforated stormwater sewers, rain 
gardens, and water quality catch basins, to address deficiencies 
in the existing stormwater management systems. 

c. Avoid/minimize use of parklands by staying out of NPS right-
of-way to the extent possible: The project has been closely 
coordinated with the National Park Service to ensure all 
proposed improvements minimize potential encroachments on 
Rock Creek Park lands.  The parcels of right-of-way to be 
acquired from NPS are generally less than 1 foot in width and 
would not alter the function or use of the affected park property 
(see Section 4.12 of this Final EA for a more detailed description 
of the potential impacts to this Section 4(f) resource). 
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(responses continued) 

d. Preserve and protect environmental resources – both man-
made and natural – and retain the current context of the 
corridor (i.e. visual aesthetic, using context sensitive solutions 
in the planning and design phases of the project): The Preferred 
Alternative minimizes the width of the roadway by utilizing 
retaining walls and reduced sidewalk widths along portions of 
the roadway.  As discussed in Section 4.3.8 of the Final EA, the 
use of architecturally compatible designs and materials for 
construction of the new retaining walls and Soapstone Creek 
Culvert would maintain the aesthetic quality associated with 
the rural feel of the roadway and minimize impacts to the 
character and setting of Rock Creek Park.  Tree removal on both 
sides of the roadway will be limited to the maximum extent 
possible by minimizing the extent of cut and fill for the 
proposed improvements. All trees will be protected during 
construction or replaced according to DDOT’s Standard 
Specifications for Highways and Structures – Section 608 Trees, 
Shrubs, Vines, and Ground Covers (see Final EA Section 4.1.4).  

e. Provide improved access to Rock Creek Park: The Preferred 
Alternative, Alternative 3 Modified, will improve pedestrian 
access to Rock Creek Park by providing a sidewalk along Broad 
Branch Road. 

f. Utilize environmentally sensitive materials and practices: The 
retaining walls, sidewalk, and replacement of Soapstone Creek 
Culvert included in Preferred Alternative would be designed 
with context sensitive materials to complement the setting of 
Rock Creek Park and the surrounding area. Proposed 
stormwater management measures include perforated 
stormwater sewers, rain and catch basins to reduce stormwater 
velocity and contribute to improved water quality within and 
downstream of the project area. A linear rain garden would be 
incorporated on the west side, between the sidewalk and the 
roadway, at the north end of the project to incorporate Low 
Impact Development (LID) techniques into the roadway 
redesign by reducing the amount of impervious surface in the 
project area and increasing green space. 
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4. The Preferred Alternative, Alternative 3 Modified, minimizes 
the impact footprint of the proposed improvements while 
meeting the requirements of the District of Columbia’s Priority 
Sidewalk Assurance Act of 2010, which requires the installation 
of a sidewalk for reconstruction of roadways that are currently 
lacking sidewalks. The project has been closely coordinated 
with the National Park Service to ensure all proposed 
improvements minimize potential encroachments on Rock 
Creek Park lands.  In addition, tree removal on both sides of the 
roadway will be limited to the maximum extent possible by 
minimizing the extent of cut and fill for the proposed 
improvements. All trees will be protected during construction 
or replaced according to DDOT’s Standard Specifications for 
Highways and Structures – Section 608 Trees, Shrubs, Vines, 
and Ground Covers (see Final EA Section 4.1.4). As discussed 
in Section 4.3.8 of the Final EA, use of architecturally compatible 
designs and materials for construction of the retaining walls 
would minimize impacts to the character and setting of Rock 
Creek Park and Broad Branch Road. 
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Response to Daniel Solomon: 

Thank you for your comments. 

Responses to comments: 

1. Comment noted.  The Preferred Alternative, Alternative 3 
Modified, is the alternative with the least environmental 
impacts while meeting the requirements of the District of 
Columbia’s Priority Sidewalk Assurance Act of 2010.  All of the 
Candidate Build Alternatives would potentially affect historic 
resources and parklands protected under Section 4(f) of the U.S. 
Department of Transportation Act of 1966.  The Act requires the 
selection of the Least Overall Harm Alternative, which has been 
determined to Alternative 3 Modified. 
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(responses continued) 

 Based on comments received on the EA and subsequent 
coordination efforts with the affected Sovereign Nations, US 
State Department, and the National Park Service, Alternative 3 
was modified to create the Preferred Alternative.  Alternative 3 
Modified avoids encroachments upon sovereign nation 
properties located on the west side of Broad Branch Road.  
While Alternative 3 Modified would require more right-of-way 
acquisition within Rock Creek Park than the original Candidate 
Build Alternative 3, the parcels of right-of-way to be acquired 
are generally less than 1 foot in width and would not alter the 
function or use of the affected park property (see Section 4.12 of 
this Final EA for a more detailed description of the potential 
impacts to this Section 4(f) resource). In addition, Alternative 3 
Modified would have fewer impacts to historic resources, trees, 
and streams than Candidate Build Alternatives 3 and 4. 

 For the reasons cited above and within this Final EA, a 
dedicated bicycle lane as presented in Candidate Alternative 4 
would require an additional 4 feet of paved surface for the 
length of the proposed roadway corridor.  Although there is 
sufficient DDOT-owned right-of-way along Broad Branch Road 
north of 27th Street to accommodate the bicycle lane, this is not 
the case to the south.  The widening to accommodate the bicycle 
lane would require additional acquisition of properties from 
Rock Creek Park and was not an acceptable proposal to the 
National Park Service.  Although it does not provide a 
dedicated bicycle lane, Alternative 3 Modified would improve 
bicyclist safety along Broad Branch Road by improving sight 
lines, horizontal curves, and stormwater drainage.  

2. As indicated in Section 4.1.4 of the Final EA, tree removal will 
be limited to the maximum extent possible by minimizing the 
extent of cut and fill for the proposed improvements. All trees 
will be protected during construction or replaced according to 
DDOT’s Standard Specifications for Highways and Structures – 
Section 608 Trees, Shrubs, Vines, and Ground Covers. As 
discussed in Sections 4.2.2 and 4.2.3 of the Final EA, some 
historic retaining wall segments will be restored and stabilized 
or removed and replaced with architecturally compatible 
designs and materials. 
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3. The Preferred Alternative, Alternative 3 Modified, will improve 
pedestrian access to Rock Creek Park by providing a sidewalk 
along Broad Branch Road. As noted above, Alternative 3 
Modified was determined to be the Least Overall Harm 
Alternative in compliance with Section 4(f). Additional 
widening to accommodate the bicycle lane would require 
additional acquisition of properties from Rock Creek Park and 
was not an acceptable proposal to the National Park Service. 
Although it does not provide a dedicated bicycle lane, 
Alternative 3 Modified would improve bicyclist safety along 
Broad Branch Road by improving sight lines, horizontal curves, 
and stormwater drainage. 
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Response to Marty Beth Ray: 

Thank you for your comments. 

Responses to comments: 

1. Thank you for your commendation. 

2. A dedicated bicycle lane would require an additional 4 feet of 
paved surface for the length of the proposed roadway corridor.  
Although there is sufficient DDOT-owned right-of-way along 
Broad Branch Road north of 27th Street to accommodate the 
bicycle lane, this is not the case to the south.  The widening to 
accommodate the bicycle lane would require additional 
acquisition of properties from Rock Creek Park and was not an 
acceptable proposal to the National Park Service.   

 Although it does not provide a dedicated bicycle lane, 
Alternative 3 Modified would improve access to Rock Creek 
Park and enhance safety for pedestrians, cyclists, and motorists 
by providing a sidewalk and improving sight lines and 
horizontal curves along Broad Branch Road. 
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3. Comment noted.  The Preferred Alternative, Alternative 3 
Modified, is the alternative with the least environmental 
impacts while meeting the requirements of the District of 
Columbia’s Priority Sidewalk Assurance Act of 2010.  All of the 
Candidate Build Alternatives would potentially affect historic 
resources and parklands protected under Section 4(f) of the U.S. 
Department of Transportation Act of 1966.  The Act requires the 
selection of the Least Overall Harm Alternative, which has been 
determined to Alternative 3 Modified.  

 Based on comments received on the EA and subsequent 
coordination efforts with the affected Sovereign Nations, US 
State Department, and the National Park Service, Alternative 3 
was modified to create the Preferred Alternative.  Alternative 3 
Modified avoids encroachments upon sovereign nation 
properties located on the west side of Broad Branch Road.  
While Alternative 3 Modified would require more right-of-way 
acquisition within Rock Creek Park than the original Candidate 
Build Alternative 3, the parcels of right-of-way to be acquired 
are generally less than 1 foot in width and would not alter the 
function or use of the affected park property (see Section 4.12 of 
this Final EA for a more detailed description of the potential 
impacts to this Section 4(f) resource). In addition, Alternative 3 
Modified would have fewer impacts to historic resources, trees, 
and streams than Candidate Build Alternatives 3 and 4. 

 For the reasons cited above and within this Final EA, a 
dedicated bicycle lane as presented in Candidate Alternative 4 
would require an additional 4 feet of paved surface for the 
length of the proposed roadway corridor.  Although there is 
sufficient DDOT-owned right-of-way along Broad Branch Road 
north of 27th Street to accommodate the bicycle lane, this is not 
the case to the south.  The widening to accommodate the bicycle 
lane would require additional acquisition of properties from 
Rock Creek Park and was not an acceptable proposal to the 
National Park Service. 
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(responses continued) 

 Although it does not provide a dedicated bicycle lane, 
Alternative 3 Modified would improve access to Rock Creek 
Park and enhance safety for pedestrians, cyclists, and motorists 
by providing a sidewalk and improving sight lines and 
horizontal curves along Broad Branch Road. The Preferred 
Alternative would improve stormwater management and 
reduce erosion and associated tree loss by incorporating 
various stormwater management improvements, including 
perforated stormwater sewers, rain gardens, and water quality 
catch basins. 

4. Comment noted. 

5. DDOT will continue to coordinate with DC Water, PEPCO and 
other utility companies regarding utility relocations or 
replacements during the project’s design phase and 
construction phases. Undergrounding of overhead lines is not 
within the scope of this project. 
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6. As indicated in Section 4.1.4 of the Final EA, tree removal on 
both sides of the roadway will be limited to the maximum 
extent possible by minimizing the extent of cut and fill for the 
proposed improvements. All trees will be protected during 
construction or replaced according to DDOT’s Standard 
Specifications for Highways and Structures – Section 608 Trees, 
Shrubs, Vines, and Ground Covers.  

7. As described in Section 2.3 of the Final EA, retaining walls on 
both sides of the roadway will be designed to be compatible 
with the roadway setting – see renderings presented in Figures 
2-4, 2-5 and 2-6.  The higher walls are located on the west side 
of the roadway and are intended to minimize encroachment 
outside the DDOT-owned right-of-way and to limit cutting and 
clearing.  Walls on the east side of the roadway will be designed 
to maintain slope integrity for safety purposes and still provide 
views of areas to the east from the new sidewalks.  The walls 
are not expected to interrupt views of Rock Creek Park from 
residences located on the elevated slopes on the west side of the 
roadway. 
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8. DDOT continued to coordinate with the Sovereign Nations 
regarding potential impacts to their lands following public 
distribution of the EA in October 2013. Widening to 
accommodate a bicycle lane would require acquisition of 
sovereign nation lands or additional acquisition of National 
Park Service lands, which was not an acceptable proposal to the 
Sovereign Nations or National Park Service.  Based on 
comments received on the EA and subsequent coordination 
efforts with the affected Sovereign Nations, US State 
Department, and the National Park Service, Alternative 3 was 
modified to create the Preferred Alternative.  Alternative 3 
Modified avoids encroachments upon the sovereign nation 
properties located on the west side of Broad Branch Road. 
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9. The Preferred Alternative would result in an estimated  80,176 
square feet increased impervious surface – a 3% reduction of the 
impervious surface based on design refinements to the original 
Alternative 3 (see Table 4-1 of the Final EA). As discussed in 
Section 4.1.2, the proposed stormwater sewer would include 
perforations that would allow for some of the stormwater to 
naturally infiltrate as it travels through the culverts. This type 
of system, combined with the proposed rain gardens, would 
improve upon existing conditions by compensating for some of 
the impervious surfaces and allowing for groundwater 
regeneration closer to historic volumes.  The use of alternative 
pavement types, including pervious pavements, will be 
considered during the project’s final design.  All such designs 
much be consistent with DDOT’s standard specifications.  

10. As noted above, the Preferred Alternative would improve 
access to Rock Creek Park and enhance safety for pedestrians, 
cyclists, and motorists by providing a sidewalk and improving 
sight lines and horizontal curves along Broad Branch Road. 
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Response to Michele Wolin: 

Thank you for your comments. 

Responses to comments: 

1. Comment noted. The Preferred Alternative, Alternative 3 
Modified, is the alternative with the least environmental 
impacts while meeting the requirements of the District of 
Columbia’s Priority Sidewalk Assurance Act of 2010, which 
requires the installation of a sidewalk for reconstruction of 
roadways that are currently lacking sidewalks.  

 As indicated in Section 4.1.4 of the Final EA, tree removal on 
both sides of the roadway will be limited to the maximum 
extent possible by minimizing the extent of cut and fill for the 
proposed improvements. All trees will be protected during 
construction or replaced according to DDOT’s Standard 
Specifications for Highways and Structures – Section 608 Trees, 
Shrubs, Vines, and Ground Covers. 
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2. Based on comments received on the EA and subsequent 
coordination efforts with the affected Sovereign Nations, US 
State Department, and the National Park Service, Alternative 3 
was modified to create the Preferred Alternative.  Alternative 3 
Modified avoids encroachments upon all sovereign nation 
properties located on the west side of Broad Branch Road.  

  A dedicated bicycle lane as presented in Candidate Alternative 
4 would require an additional 4 feet of paved surface for the 
length of the proposed roadway corridor.  Although there is 
sufficient DDOT-owned right-of-way along Broad Branch Road 
north of 27th Street to accommodate the bicycle lane, this is not 
the case to the south.  The widening to accommodate the bicycle 
lane would require additional acquisition of properties from 
Rock Creek Park and was not an acceptable proposal to the 
National Park Service.   

 Although it does not provide a dedicated bicycle lane, 
Alternative 3 Modified would improve access to Rock Creek 
Park and enhance safety for pedestrians, cyclists, and motorists 
by providing a sidewalk and improving sight lines and 
horizontal curves along Broad Branch Road. 
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Response to Edward Galiber: 

Thank you for your comments. 

Responses to comments: 

1. The Preferred Alternative is designed to address existing safety 
and stormwater management deficiencies along Broad Branch 
Road. No vehicle-capacity improvements are proposed. Broad 
Branch Road will continue to have one 10-ft travel lane in each 
direction. As noted in Section 2.3 of this Final EA, proposed 
curbs will provide the additional benefit of traffic calming. 
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2. The purpose and need for the proposed improvements stem 
from deficiencies in the existing roadway infrastructure and 
stormwater management system, rather than a lack of utility for 
vehicular use.  A number of residences, community facilities, 
and sovereign nations properties can only be accessed from 
Broad Branch Road, therefore, complete closure of the roadway 
would not be practicable. As discussed in Section 2.4 of the Final 
EA, closure of Broad Branch Road to vehicles in one direction 
was considered, but eliminated due to potential lengthy, 
circuitous travel for autos. 
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Response to Jack McKay: 

Thank you for your comments. 

Responses to comments: 

1. Comment noted.  The Preferred Alternative, Alternative 3 
Modified, is the alternative with the least environmental 
impacts while meeting the requirements of the District of 
Columbia’s Priority Sidewalk Assurance Act of 2010.  All of the 
Candidate Build Alternatives would potentially affect historic 
resources and parklands protected under Section 4(f) of the U.S. 
Department of Transportation Act of 1966.  The Act requires the 
selection of the Least Overall Harm Alternative, which has been 
determined to Alternative 3 Modified.  

 Based on comments received on the EA and subsequent 
coordination efforts with the affected Sovereign Nations, US 
State Department, and the National Park Service, Alternative 3 
was modified to create the Preferred Alternative.  Alternative 3 
Modified avoids encroachments upon sovereign nation 
properties located on the west side of Broad Branch Road.  
While Alternative 3 Modified would require more right-of-way 
acquisition within Rock Creek Park than the original Candidate 
Build Alternative 3, the parcels of right-of-way to be acquired 
are generally less than 1 foot in width and would not alter the 
function or use of the affected park property (see Section 4.12 of 
this Final EA for a more detailed description of the potential 
impacts to this Section 4(f) resource). In addition, Alternative 3 
Modified would have fewer potential impacts to historic 
resources, trees, and streams than Candidate Build Alternatives 
3 and 4. 
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(responses continued) 

 For the reasons cited above and within this Final EA, a 
dedicated bicycle lane as presented in Candidate Alternative 4 
would require an additional 4 feet of paved surface for the 
length of the proposed roadway corridor.  Although there is 
sufficient DDOT-owned right-of-way along Broad Branch Road 
north of 27th Street to accommodate the bicycle lane, this is not 
the case to the south.  The widening to accommodate the bicycle 
lane would require additional acquisition of properties from 
Rock Creek Park and was not an acceptable proposal to the 
National Park Service.  Although it does not provide a 
dedicated bicycle lane, Alternative 3 Modified would improve 
bicyclist safety along Broad Branch Road by improving sight 
lines, horizontal curves, and stormwater drainage. 
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Response to Tom Quinn: 

Thank you for your comments. 

Responses to comments: 

1. Comment noted.  The Preferred Alternative, Alternative 3 
Modified, is the alternative with the least environmental 
impacts while meeting the requirements of the District of 
Columbia’s Priority Sidewalk Assurance Act of 2010.  All of the 
Candidate Build Alternatives would require impacts to historic 
resources and parklands protected under Section 4(f) of the U.S. 
Department of Transportation Act of 1966.  The Act requires the 
selection of the Least Overall Harm Alternative, which has been 
determined to Alternative 3 Modified.  

 Based on comments received on the EA and subsequent 
coordination efforts with the affected Sovereign Nations, US 
State Department, and the National Park Service, Alternative 3 
was modified to create the Preferred Alternative.  Alternative 3 
Modified avoids encroachments upon sovereign nation 
properties located on the west side of Broad Branch Road.  
While Alternative 3 Modified would require more right-of-way 
acquisition within Rock Creek Park than the original Candidate 
Build Alternative 3, the parcels of right-of-way to be acquired 
are generally less than 1 foot in width and would not alter the 
function or use of the affected park property (see Section 4.12 of 
this Final EA for a more detailed description of the potential 
impacts to this Section 4(f) resource). In addition, Alternative 3 
Modified would have fewer potential impacts to historic 
resources, trees, and streams than Candidate Build Alternatives 
3 and 4. 
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(responses continued) 

 For the reasons cited above and within this Final EA, a 
dedicated bicycle lane as presented in Candidate Alternative 4 
would require an additional 4 feet of paved surface for the 
length of the proposed roadway corridor.  Although there is 
sufficient DDOT-owned right-of-way along Broad Branch Road 
north of 27th Street to accommodate the bicycle lane, this is not 
the case to the south.  The widening to accommodate the bicycle 
lane would require additional acquisition of properties from 
Rock Creek Park and was not an acceptable proposal to the 
National Park Service.  Although it does not provide a 
dedicated bicycle lane, Alternative 3 Modified would improve 
bicyclist safety along Broad Branch Road by improving sight 
lines, horizontal curves, and stormwater drainage. 
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Response to Kelle Bevine: 

Thank you for your comments. 

Responses to comments: 

1. Comment noted.  The Preferred Alternative, Alternative 3 
Modified, is the alternative with the least environmental 
impacts while meeting the requirements of the District of 
Columbia’s Priority Sidewalk Assurance Act of 2010.  All of the 
Candidate Build Alternatives would require impacts to historic 
resources and parklands protected under Section 4(f) of the U.S. 
Department of Transportation Act of 1966.  The Act requires the 
selection of the Least Overall Harm Alternative, which has been 
determined to Alternative 3 Modified.  

 Based on comments received on the EA and subsequent 
coordination efforts with the affected Sovereign Nations, US 
State Department, and the National Park Service, Alternative 3 
was modified to create the Preferred Alternative.  Alternative 3 
Modified avoids encroachments upon sovereign nation 
properties located on the west side of Broad Branch Road.  
While Alternative 3 Modified would require more right-of-way 
acquisition within Rock Creek Park than the original Candidate 
Build Alternative 3, the parcels of right-of-way to be acquired 
are generally less than 1 foot in width and would not alter the 
function or use of the affected park property (see Section 4.12 of 
this Final EA for a more detailed description of the potential 
impacts to this Section 4(f) resource). In addition, Alternative 3 
Modified would have fewer potential impacts to historic 
resources, trees, and streams than Candidate Build Alternatives 
3 and 4. 
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(responses continued) 

 For the reasons cited above and within this Final EA, a 
dedicated bicycle lane as presented in Candidate Alternative 4 
would require an additional 4 feet of paved surface for the 
length of the proposed roadway corridor.  Although there is 
sufficient DDOT-owned right-of-way along Broad Branch Road 
north of 27th Street to accommodate the bicycle lane, this is not 
the case to the south.  The widening to accommodate the bicycle 
lane would require additional acquisition of properties from 
Rock Creek Park and was not an acceptable proposal to the 
National Park Service.  Although it does not provide a 
dedicated bicycle lane, Alternative 3 Modified would improve 
bicyclist safety along Broad Branch Road by improving sight 
lines, horizontal curves, and stormwater drainage. 
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Response to Peter Halle: 

Thank you for your comments. 

Responses to comments: 

1. Comment noted.  The Preferred Alternative, Alternative 3 
Modified, is the alternative with the least environmental 
impacts while meeting the requirements of the District of 
Columbia’s Priority Sidewalk Assurance Act of 2010.  All of the 
Candidate Build Alternatives would require impacts to historic 
resources and parklands protected under Section 4(f) of the U.S. 
Department of Transportation Act of 1966.  The Act requires the 
selection of the Least Overall Harm Alternative, which has been 
determined to Alternative 3 Modified.  

 Based on comments received on the EA and subsequent 
coordination efforts with the affected Sovereign Nations, US 
State Department, and the National Park Service, Alternative 3 
was modified to create the Preferred Alternative.  Alternative 3 
Modified avoids encroachments upon sovereign nation 
properties located on the west side of Broad Branch Road.  
While Alternative 3 Modified would require more right-of-way 
acquisition within Rock Creek Park than the original Candidate 
Build Alternative 3, the parcels of right-of-way to be acquired 
are generally less than 1 foot in width and would not alter the 
function or use of the affected park property (see Section 4.12 of 
this Final EA for a more detailed description of the potential 
impacts to this Section 4(f) resource). In addition, Alternative 3 
Modified would have fewer potential impacts to historic 
resources, trees, and streams than Candidate Build Alternatives 
3 and 4. 
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(responses continued) 

 For the reasons cited above and within this Final EA, a 
dedicated bicycle lane as presented in Candidate Alternative 4 
would require an additional 4 feet of paved surface for the 
length of the proposed roadway corridor.  Although there is 
sufficient DDOT-owned right-of-way along Broad Branch Road 
north of 27th Street to accommodate the bicycle lane, this is not 
the case to the south.  The widening to accommodate the bicycle 
lane would require additional acquisition of properties from 
Rock Creek Park and was not an acceptable proposal to the 
National Park Service.  Although it does not provide a 
dedicated bicycle lane, Alternative 3 Modified would improve 
bicyclist safety along Broad Branch Road by improving sight 
lines, horizontal curves, and stormwater drainage. 
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Response to Louis Baskerville: 

Thank you for your comments. 

Responses to comments: 

1. Comment noted.  The Preferred Alternative, Alternative 3 
Modified, is the alternative with the least environmental 
impacts while meeting the requirements of the District of 
Columbia’s Priority Sidewalk Assurance Act of 2010.  All of the 
Candidate Build Alternatives would require impacts to historic 
resources and parklands protected under Section 4(f) of the U.S. 
Department of Transportation Act of 1966.  The Act requires the 
selection of the Least Overall Harm Alternative, which has been 
determined to Alternative 3 Modified.  

 Based on comments received on the EA and subsequent 
coordination efforts with the affected Sovereign Nations, US 
State Department, and the National Park Service, Alternative 3 
was modified to create the Preferred Alternative.  Alternative 3 
Modified avoids encroachments upon sovereign nation 
properties located on the west side of Broad Branch Road.  
While Alternative 3 Modified would require more right-of-way 
acquisition within Rock Creek Park than the original Candidate 
Build Alternative 3, the parcels of right-of-way to be acquired 
are generally less than 1 foot in width and would not alter the 
function or use of the affected park property (see Section 4.12 of 
this Final EA for a more detailed description of the potential 
impacts to this Section 4(f) resource). In addition, Alternative 3 
Modified would have fewer potential impacts to historic 
resources, trees, and streams than Candidate Build Alternatives 
3 and 4. 
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(responses continued) 

 For the reasons cited above and within this Final EA, a 
dedicated bicycle lane as presented in Candidate Alternative 4 
would require an additional 4 feet of paved surface for the 
length of the proposed roadway corridor.  Although there is 
sufficient DDOT-owned right-of-way along Broad Branch Road 
north of 27th Street to accommodate the bicycle lane, this is not 
the case to the south.  The widening to accommodate the bicycle 
lane would require additional acquisition of properties from 
Rock Creek Park and was not an acceptable proposal to the 
National Park Service.  Although it does not provide a 
dedicated bicycle lane, Alternative 3 Modified would improve 
bicyclist safety along Broad Branch Road by improving sight 
lines, horizontal curves, and stormwater drainage. 
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Response to Suzanne McQueen: 

Thank you for your comments. 

Responses to comments: 

1. As discussed in Section 2.4 of the Final EA, closure of Broad 
Branch Road to vehicles in one direction was considered, but 
eliminated due to potential lengthy, circuitous travel for autos. 
Entry to Broad B Branch Road would be limited to the northern 
or southern terminus, and as such, would cause extended travel 
to reach the entry points.  One-way travel also poses problems 
for travelers who miss turns to intersecting roadways or drives 
– resulting in a nearly two-mile trip to return to the turning 
point.   

2. DDOT will continue to coordinate with DC Water, PEPCO and 
other utility companies regarding utility relocations or 
replacements during the project’s design phase and 
construction phases. Undergrounding of overhead lines is not 
within the scope of this project. 
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Response to Cheryl Numark: 

Thank you for your comments. 

Responses to comments: 

1. Comment noted.  The Preferred Alternative, Alternative 3 
Modified, is the alternative with the least environmental 
impacts while meeting the requirements of the District of 
Columbia’s Priority Sidewalk Assurance Act of 2010.  All of the 
Candidate Build Alternatives would require impacts to historic 
resources and parklands protected under Section 4(f) of the U.S. 
Department of Transportation Act of 1966.  The Act requires the 
selection of the Least Overall Harm Alternative, which has been 
determined to Alternative 3 Modified.  

 Based on comments received on the EA and subsequent 
coordination efforts with the affected Sovereign Nations, US 
State Department, and the National Park Service, Alternative 3 
was modified to create the Preferred Alternative.  Alternative 3 
Modified avoids encroachments upon sovereign nation 
properties located on the west side of Broad Branch Road.  
While Alternative 3 Modified would require more right-of-way 
acquisition within Rock Creek Park than the original Candidate 
Build Alternative 3, the parcels of right-of-way to be acquired 
are generally less than 1 foot in width and would not alter the 
function or use of the affected park property (see Section 4.12 of 
this Final EA for a more detailed description of the potential 
impacts to this Section 4(f) resource). In addition, Alternative 3 
Modified would have fewer potential impacts to historic 
resources, trees, and streams than Candidate Build Alternatives 
3 and 4. 
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(responses continued) 

 For the reasons cited above and within this Final EA, a 
dedicated bicycle lane as presented in Candidate Alternative 4 
would require an additional 4 feet of paved surface for the 
length of the proposed roadway corridor.  Although there is 
sufficient DDOT-owned right-of-way along Broad Branch Road 
north of 27th Street to accommodate the bicycle lane, this is not 
the case to the south.  The widening to accommodate the bicycle 
lane would require additional acquisition of properties from 
Rock Creek Park and was not an acceptable proposal to the 
National Park Service.  Although it does not provide a 
dedicated bicycle lane, Alternative 3 Modified would improve 
bicyclist safety along Broad Branch Road by improving sight 
lines, horizontal curves, and stormwater drainage. 
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Response to Greg Billing: 

Thank you for your comments. 

Responses to comments: 

1. Comment noted.  The Preferred Alternative, Alternative 3 
Modified, is the alternative with the least environmental 
impacts while meeting the requirements of the District of 
Columbia’s Priority Sidewalk Assurance Act of 2010.  
Alternative 3 Modified is also consistent with DDOT’s 
Complete Streets Policy (October 18, 2010) and the Sustainable 
DC Plan, prepared by the District Department of Energy & 
Environment and the Office of Planning. The Complete Streets 
Policy states that the District’s transportation network as a 
whole shall accommodate the safety and conveniences of all 
users, recognizing that certain individual corridors have modal 
priorities and that all transportation projects shall reflect land-
use, transportation, and green space needs of the city-wide 
transportation network and be sensitive to its various contexts. 
The Sustainable DC Plan calls for expanded provision of safe, 
secure infrastructure for cyclists and pedestrians. 
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(responses continued) 

 Adjacent land uses and sensitive natural resources along Broad 
Branch Road present constraints on the extent of roadway 
widening that is appropriate within the context of the project 
corridor. Alternative 3 Modified maximizes the multimodal 
transportation benefits of the project while maintaining 
sensitivity to other resources along Broad Branch Road. 

 All of the Candidate Build Alternatives would require impacts 
to historic resources and parklands protected under Section 4(f) 
of the U.S. Department of Transportation Act of 1966.  The Act 
requires the selection of the Least Overall Harm Alternative, 
which has been determined to Alternative 3 Modified.  

 Based on comments received on the EA and subsequent 
coordination efforts with the affected Sovereign Nations, US 
State Department, and the National Park Service, Alternative 3 
was modified to create the Preferred Alternative.  Alternative 3 
Modified avoids encroachments upon sovereign nation 
properties located on the west side of Broad Branch Road.  
While Alternative 3 Modified would require more right-of-way 
acquisition within Rock Creek Park than the original Candidate 
Build Alternative 3, the parcels of right-of-way to be acquired 
are generally less than 1 foot in width and would not alter the 
function or use of the affected park property (see Section 4.12 of 
this Final EA for a more detailed description of the potential 
impacts to this Section 4(f) resource). In addition, Alternative 3 
Modified would have fewer potential impacts to historic 
resources, trees, and streams than Candidate Build Alternatives 
3 and 4. 



 

  

K-98 

Revised
 D

ra
ft Environm

enta
l A

ssessm
ent of Broa

d
 Bra

nch Roa
d

, N
W

 

 

 

(responses continued) 

 For the reasons cited above and within this Final EA, a 
dedicated bicycle lane as presented in Candidate Alternative 4 
would require an additional 4 feet of paved surface for the 
length of the proposed roadway corridor.  Although there is 
sufficient DDOT-owned right-of-way along Broad Branch Road 
north of 27th Street to accommodate the bicycle lane, this is not 
the case to the south.  The widening to accommodate the bicycle 
lane would require additional acquisition of properties from 
Rock Creek Park and was not an acceptable proposal to the 
National Park Service.  Although it does not provide a 
dedicated bicycle lane, Alternative 3 Modified would improve 
bicyclist safety along Broad Branch Road by improving sight 
lines, horizontal curves, and stormwater drainage. 
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