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M ORGANIZATIONS COMMENTS 
AND RESPONSES ON THE INITIAL EA 

 

The following six organizations submitted written comments on the initial Environmental 
Assessment published on October 9, 2013: 

Casey Trees ............................................................................................................................................ M-2 

Crestwood Citizens Association ......................................................................................................... M-3 

Embassy of Italy .................................................................................................................................... M-5 

Rock Creek Conservancy ..................................................................................................................... M-7 

Ward3Vision ........................................................................................................................................ M-12 

Washington Area Bicyclist Association ........................................................................................... M-16 

Copies of their written submissions and the responses to their comments are documented herein. 
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Response to Maisie Hughes - Casey Trees  

Thank you for your comments. 

Responses to comments: 

1. Comment noted. The Preferred Alternative, Alternative 3 
Modified, is the alternative with the least environmental 
impacts while meeting the requirements of the District of 
Columbia’s Priority Sidewalk Assurance Act of 2010, which 
requires the installation of a sidewalk for reconstruction of 
roadways that are currently lacking sidewalks. Alternative 2 
would not meet requirements of the Act throughout the project 
corridor.   The Preferred Alternative also represents the 
minimal encroachment on Rock Creek Park lands (an estimated 
235 square feet).  These encroachments are linear slivers along 
the existing roadway that are generally less than 1 foot in width.  
Each of the seven encroachments has been reviewed in detail 
with the National Park Service and it has been determined that 
the encroachments will have no effect on the park’s functions.    

 As indicated in Section 4.1.4 of the Revised Draft EA, tree 
removal will be limited to the maximum extent possible by 
minimizing the extent of cut and fill for the proposed 
improvements. All trees will be protected during construction 
or replaced according to DDOT’s Standard Specifications for 
Highways and Structures – Section 608 Trees, Shrubs, Vines, 
and Ground Covers. 
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Response to Gail Black - Crestwood Citizens Association 

Thank you for your comments. 

Responses to comments: 

1. Comment noted. Rehabilitation of Broad Branch Road requires 
action beyond typical maintenance procedures, including 
regrading of the roadway and replacement of the existing 
drainage system with an improved stormwater management 
system. The Preferred Alternative, Alternative 3 Modified, 
would address storm water runoff erosion and rehabilitate the 
road, while meeting the requirements of the District of 
Columbia’s Priority Sidewalk Assurance Act of 2010, which 
requires the installation of a sidewalk for reconstruction of 
roadways that are currently lacking sidewalks. Alternative 2 
would not meet requirements of the Act throughout the project 
corridor. The total estimated project cost for Candidate Build 
Alternative 3 Modified is $56.25 million (in 2018 dollars), more 
than the cost of Candidate Build Alternative 2 ($37.4 million) 
and Alternative 3 ($43.7 million) yet less than that of Alternative 
4 ($57.5 million). Similarly, the construction duration of the 
Preferred Alternative (i.e., 30 months) would be longer than 
Candidate Build Alternative 2 (24 months), yet shorter than 
Candidate Build Alternative 4 (36 months).  

2. The Preferred Alternative, Alternative 3 Modified, will not 
require the acquisition of land owned by foreign governments.   

3. The updated cost estimates for each of the Candidate Build 
Alternatives plus the Preferred Alternative are summarized in 
Appendix C.  Due to the increased amount of infrastructure and 
associated right-of-way costs, Alternatives 3, 4 and the 
Preferred Alternative exceed that of Alternative 2.  However 
Alternative 2 does not meet all of the prescribed elements of the 
project’s purpose and need – most notably the absence of 
sidewalks as required under the District Sidewalk Law.  . 
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4.  As noted in Section 4.3.10 of the Revised Draft EA, maintenance of 
traffic plans included in Appendix E and further refined as part of 
the project’s final design will provide detour arrangements during 
road closures. It is also recommended that reconstruction of the 
roadway occur in phases to minimize disruptions from road 
closures.  The Preferred Alternative, Alternative 3 Modified, would 
not require acquisition of land owned by foreign countries. 

5. The Preferred Alternative incorporates a reduced typical 
section and retaining walls to minimize encroachment on the 
west side of the roadway.  The walls will be installed within 
DDOT-owned right-of-way and thus minimize the extent of 
grading and tree removal required on the adjacent sloped areas.  
Retaining walls on both sides of the roadway will be designed 
to be compatible with the roadway setting – see renderings 
presented in Figures 2-4, 2-5 and 2-6 of the Revised Draft EA. 
As indicated in Section 4.1.4 of the Revised Draft EA, tree 
removal will be limited to the maximum extent possible by 
minimizing the extent of cut and fill for the proposed 
improvements. All trees will be protected during construction 
or replaced according to DDOT’s Standard Specifications for 
Highways and Structures – Section 608 Trees, Shrubs, Vines, 
and Ground Covers. 

6. Comment noted. Please see response to comment #4 above 
concerning construction impacts on traffic. 

7. Comment noted. Under the Preferred Alternative, Alternative 
3 Modified, Broad Branch Road would continue to serve the 
function of a collector roadway and would provide sidewalks 
consistent with the District of Columbia’s Priority Sidewalk 
Assurance Act. Please see response to comment #4 above 
regarding measures to minimize traffic impacts during 
construction of the proposed improvements.  

8. DDOT will continue to coordinate with the National Park 
Service, DC Water, PEPCO and other utility companies during 
the project’s design and construction phases. DDOT will 
continue to coordinate with DC Water to align utility 
replacement of decaying sewer lines along the project roadway 
and to verify that the new structure for Soapstone Creek 
Culvert would not conflict with repairs to or replacement of the 
existing sanitary sewer lines along Soapstone Creek. 
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Response to Aldo Valeo - Embassy of Italy 

Thank you for your comments. 

Responses to comments: 

1. At the request of the Embassy of Italy, DDOT provided 
documentation to the Embassy on December 19, 2013 regarding 
potential impacts of the Candidate Build Alternatives on 
property owned by the Government of Italy at 2800 Albemarle 
Street, NW, known as La Villa Firenze. As indicated in Section 
2.3.1 of the Revised Draft EA, the Preferred Alternative is a 
modified version of Candidate Build Alternative 3, in which the 
majority of widening of the roadway is proposed on the east 
side of the existing roadway to avoid any encroachment upon 
sovereign nation’s properties, including La Villa Firenze. 
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Response to Christine Pieper - Rock Creek Conservancy 

Thank you for your comments. 
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Responses to comments: 

1. As indicated in Section 4.1.4 of the Revised Draft EA, tree 
removal would be limited to the maximum extent possible by 
minimizing the extent of cut and fill for the proposed 
improvements. All trees will be protected during construction 
or replaced according to DDOT’s Standard Specifications for 
Highways and Structures – Section 608 Trees, Shrubs, Vines, 
and Ground Covers.  

2. The Preferred Alternative, Alternative 3 Modified, minimizes 
the impact footprint of the proposed improvements while 
meeting the requirements of the District of Columbia’s Priority 
Sidewalk Assurance Act of 2010. Design refinements to the 
Preferred Alternative would result in an approximately 3% 
reduction of additional impervious surface compared to the 
original Alternative 3 (82,786 square feet vs. 80,176 square feet). 
As discussed in Section 4.1.2 of the Revised Draft EA, the 
proposed stormwater sewer would include perforations that 
would allow for some of the stormwater to naturally infiltrate 
as it travels through the culverts. This type of system, combined 
with the proposed rain gardens, would improve upon existing 
conditions by compensating for some of the impervious 
surfaces and allowing for groundwater regeneration closer to 
historic volumes. In addition, water quality catch basins will be 
used, wherever feasible, to screen debris and filter sediment 
before discharging runoff to the existing outfalls. 

3. The Preferred Alternative, Alternative 3 Modified, would 
enhance public access to Rock Creek Park from adjacent 
neighborhoods by providing a sidewalk throughout the project 
corridor. Alternative 3 Modified, is the alternative with the least 
environmental impacts while meeting the requirements of the 
District of Columbia’s Priority Sidewalk Assurance Act of 2010. 
All of the Candidate Build Alternatives would potentially affect 
historic resources and parklands protected under Section 4(f). 
The Act requires the selection of the Least Overall Harm 
Alternative, which has been determined to be Alternative 3 
Modified. 
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(responses continued) 

 Based on comments received on the EA and subsequent 
coordination efforts with the affected Sovereign Nations, US 
State Department, and the National Park Service, Alternative 3 
was modified to create the Preferred Alternative. Alternative 3 
Modified avoids encroachments upon sovereign nation’s 
properties located on the west side of Broad Branch Road.  
While Alternative 3 Modified would require right-of-way 
acquisition within Rock Creek Park, the parcels of right-of-way 
to be acquired are generally less than 1 foot in width and would 
not alter the function or use of the affected park property.  The 
potential encroachments have been reviewed with the National 
Park Service (see Section 4.12 of the Revised Draft EA for a more 
detailed description of the potential impacts to this Section 4(f) 
resource). In addition, Alternative 3 Modified would have 
fewer potentially impacts to historic resources, trees, and 
streams than Candidate Build Alternatives 3 and 4. 

 For the reasons cited above and within the Revised Draft EA, a 
dedicated bicycle lane as presented in Candidate Alternative 4 
would require an additional 4 feet of paved surface for the 
length of the proposed roadway corridor.  Although there is 
sufficient DDOT-owned right-of-way along Broad Branch Road 
north of 27th Street to accommodate the bicycle lane, this is not 
the case to the south.  The widening to accommodate the bicycle 
lane would require additional acquisition of properties from 
Rock Creek Park and was not an acceptable proposal to the 
National Park Service.  Although it does not provide a 
dedicated bicycle lane, Alternative 3 Modified would improve 
bicyclist safety along Broad Branch Road by improving sight 
lines, horizontal curves, and stormwater drainage.  

4. DDOT will continue to coordinate with community 
stakeholders as needed during project design to continue efforts 
to avoid and/or minimize impacts to the community and 
sensitive environmental resources.  

5. Please see response to comment #1 for information regarding 
measures to minimize tree impacts. 
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6.  Comment noted. 

7. Please see response to comment #3 regarding the Preferred 
Alternative, improvements for bicyclist safety, and the 
requirement to select the Least Overall Harm Alternative. 

8. The width of the proposed sidewalk has been reduced to from 
6 to 5 feet under the Preferred Alternative, Alternative 3 
Modified, in order to minimize right-of-way impacts along the 
west side of Broad Branch Road. Please see response to 
comment #1 for information regarding measures to minimize 
tree impacts.  As noted above, installation of a sidewalk if 
required for reconstruction of roadways under the District of 
Columbia’s Priority Sidewalk Assurance Act of 2010.  The 
proposed sidewalk is the minimum width that meets 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Standards.  DDOT will 
consider the use of alternative pavement types, such as 
impervious pavements, in the project’s final design phase.  All 
materials will be subject to DDOT’s standards and 
specifications.  

9. The proposed improvements to the roadway include repair and 
restoration of other aging and deteriorated infrastructure 
including drainage facilities, retaining walls and utilities (in 
coordination with appropriate utility companies).    DDOT will 
also continue to coordinate these improvements with the 
National Park Service with regards to Rock Creek Park. 
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Response to Steve Seelig - ward3vision 

Thank you for your comments. 

Responses to comments: 

1. Comment noted. The Preferred Alternative, Alternative 3 
Modified, is the alternative with the least environmental 
impacts while meeting the requirements of the District of 
Columbia’s Priority Sidewalk Assurance Act of 2010. All of the 
Candidate Build Alternatives would potentially affect historic 
resources and parklands protected under Section 4(f) of the U.S. 
Department of Transportation Act of 1966. The Act requires the 
selection of the Least Overall Harm Alternative, which has been 
determined to be Alternative 3 Modified.  

 Based on comments received on the EA and subsequent 
coordination efforts with the affected Sovereign Nations, US State 
Department, and the National Park Service, Alternative 3 was 
modified to create the Preferred Alternative.  Alternative 3 
Modified avoids encroachments upon sovereign nation properties 
located on the west side of Broad Branch Road.  While Alternative 
3 Modified would require more right-of-way acquisition within 
Rock Creek Park than the original Candidate Build Alternative 3, 
the parcels of right-of-way to be acquired are generally less than 1 
foot in width and would not alter the function or use of the affected 
park property (see Section 4.12 of the Revised Draft EA for a more 
detailed description of the potential impacts to this Section 4(f) 
resource). In addition, Alternative 3 Modified would have fewer 
potential impacts to historic resources, trees, and streams than 
Candidate Build Alternatives 3 and 4. 
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(responses continued) 

 For the reasons cited above and within the Revised Draft EA, a 
dedicated bicycle lane as presented in Candidate Alternative 4 
would require an additional 4 feet of paved surface for the 
length of the proposed roadway corridor.  Although there is 
sufficient DDOT-owned right-of-way along Broad Branch Road 
north of 27th Street to accommodate the bicycle lane, this is not 
the case to the south.  The widening to accommodate the bicycle 
lane would require additional acquisition of properties from 
Rock Creek Park and was not an acceptable proposal to the 
National Park Service.  Although it does not provide a 
dedicated bicycle lane, Alternative 3 Modified would improve 
bicyclist safety along Broad Branch Road by improving sight 
lines, horizontal curves, and stormwater drainage.  

2. Comment noted. 

3. Comment noted. Please see response to comment #1 regarding 
selection of Alternative 3 Modified as the Preferred Alternative. 
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4.  Comment noted. Please see response to comment #1 regarding 
selection of Alternative 3 Modified as the Preferred Alternative. 

5. Comment noted. Please see response to comment #1 regarding 
selection of Alternative 3 Modified as the Preferred Alternative. 
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6.  Comment noted. Please see response to comment #1 regarding 
selection of Alternative 3 Modified as the Preferred Alternative. 

7. Comment noted. Please see response to comment #1 regarding 
selection of Alternative 3 Modified as the Preferred Alternative. 

8. The Preferred Alternative would provide a sidewalk consistent 
with Americans with Disabilities Act standards throughout the 
project corridor, improving pedestrian access to Rock Creek 
Park.  

9. Comment noted. 
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Response to Greg Billing - Washington Area Bicyclist 
Association 

Thank you for your comments. 

Responses to comments: 

1. Comment noted. The Preferred Alternative, Alternative 3 
Modified, would enhance public access to Rock Creek Park 
from adjacent neighborhoods by providing a sidewalk 
throughout the project corridor. Alternative 3 Modified, is the 
alternative with the least environmental impacts while meeting 
the requirements of the District of Columbia’s Priority Sidewalk 
Assurance Act of 2010. All of the Candidate Build Alternatives 
would potentially affect historic resources and parklands 
protected under Section 4(f). The Act requires the selection of 
the Least Overall Harm Alternative, which has been 
determined to be Alternative 3 Modified.  

 Based on comments received on the EA and subsequent 
coordination efforts with the affected Sovereign Nations, US 
State Department, and the National Park Service, Alternative 3 
was modified to create the Preferred Alternative. Alternative 3 
Modified avoids encroachments upon sovereign nation’s 
properties located on the west side of Broad Branch Road.  
While Alternative 3 Modified would require right-of-way 
acquisition within Rock Creek Park, the parcels of right-of-way 
to be acquired are generally less than 1 foot in width and would 
not alter the function or use of the affected park property (see 
Section 4.12 of the Revised Draft EA for a more detailed 
description of the potential impacts to this Section 4(f) 
resource). In addition, Alternative 3 Modified would have 
fewer potential impacts to historic resources, trees, and streams 
than Candidate Build Alternatives 3 and 4. 
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(responses continued) 

 For the reasons cited above and within the Revised Draft EA, a 
dedicated bicycle lane as presented in Candidate Alternative 4 
would require an additional 4 feet of paved surface for the 
length of the proposed roadway corridor.  Although there is 
sufficient DDOT-owned right-of-way along Broad Branch Road 
north of 27th Street to accommodate the bicycle lane, this is not 
the case to the south.  The widening to accommodate the bicycle 
lane would require additional acquisition of properties from 
Rock Creek Park and was not an acceptable proposal to the 
National Park Service.  Although it does not provide a 
dedicated bicycle lane, Alternative 3 Modified would improve 
bicyclist safety along Broad Branch Road by improving sight 
lines, horizontal curves, and stormwater drainage. 
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