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G  SECTION 106 COORDINATION 
  

The Section 106 process of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) was formally initiated 
with the District of Columbia State Historic Preservation Office (DC SHPO) on February 24, 2011 
after an introductory project meeting on December 8, 2010.  During the meeting, DC SHPO was 
provided an overview of the Broad Branch Road project.  Project notification was also provided to 
the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP) on February 24, 2011. On March 31, 2011, 
the ACHP responded by indicating that there was not yet enough information for them to 
consider participating and requesting that all future correspondence to them be initiated by the 
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), as the lead federal agency in the Section 106 process.   

The DC SHPO replied on April 5, 2011, to inform DDOT of potential resources located in the area, 
a list of which were forwarded to the project consultant team on March 29, 2011.   

After the partial collapse of the Soapstone Creek culvert in April 2011, consultation between the 
two agencies focused primarily on the immediate effects associated with the temporary repair and 
proposed permanent replacement of the historic structure. The District Department of 
Transportation (DDOT) met with the DC SHPO again on June 21, 2011 to refine the Area of Potential 
Effects (APE) for the Broad Branch Road project area.  DDOT and DC SHPO met again on August 
16, 2011 to further refine the APE.   

On August 25, 2011, DDOT provided a definition of the Area of Potential Effects (APE) with a 
map and formally requested concurrence with the APE from the DC SHPO. 

DDOT, in consultation with the DC SHPO, defined the APE boundaries as the east bank of Broad 
Branch between Beach Drive and 27th Street NW; the first row of structures north of Broad Branch 
Road between 27th Street NW and Nevada Avenue NW; several residences south of Broad Branch 
Road along Linnean Avenue; and the first row of residences west of Broad Branch Road between 
27th Street NW and Beach Drive NW.  This APE is considered sufficient to include all proposed 
repairs or modifications to Broad Branch Road, incorporate any possible construction staging 
areas, accommodate any modifications and/or replacement of the Soapstone Creek culvert, and 
assess any visual or audible intrusions.  On September 28, 2011 the DC SHPO concurred with the 
APE but indicated that further refinements may occur as additional information on the proposed 
project and potential impacts are determined.  At this time, the DC SHPO also identified potential 
historic properties in the APE and requested that DDOT and its consultant complete Determination 
of Eligibility (DOE) forms for properties that had not been previously evaluated for NRHP 
eligibility.  

On February 15, 2012, the DC SHPO concurred with the DOE forms prepared for the Gatehouse 
of the Italian Ambassador’s residence (La Villa Firenze) and the Broad Branch Retaining Walls / 
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Rock Creek Park Retaining Walls that are contributing resources to the Rock Creek Park Historic 
District. 

The Section 106 process has a specific public involvement component, which was satisfied by the 
public outreach completed in conjunction with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 
review process.  Specific forms requesting to be Section 106 interested parties were provided at the 
Public Meeting held on November 8, 2012 and the Public Hearing held on November 5, 2013.  One 
organization, Advisory Neighborhood Commission (ANC) 4A8, and three private citizens requested 
Section 106 interested party status.  Project and Section 106 information was provided to the interested 
parties using the project ListServe and the DDOT project website.  Notification of the availability of 
the Section 106 Cultural Resources and Effects Report for review on the project website was sent by 
mail to the interested parties on November 7, 2013. 

On April 18, 2013, FHWA formally initiated consultation under Section 106 of the NHPA with the 
DC SHPO and requested concurrence with the APE, previously submitted by DDOT for review.  
Subsequent to the release of the EA in October 2013, a Determination of Effect and draft Section 106 
Compliance Review was submitted to DC SHPO and the ACHP.  A Draft Memorandum of 
Agreement (MOA) was prepared and submitted for comment to DC SHPO, National Park Service 
(NPS), and the Commission of Fine Arts (CFA) in February 2014. The executed MOA is Appendix 
O of this Final EA.  

Letters to and from agencies as part of Section 106 consultation are provided in this appendix.   
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